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US forced on a patrol in Aghanistan in 2012 scan the land for Taliban explosives. The failure of recent peace talks is likely to keep more troops in the region.

SHOT DOWN: THE U.S. TALIBAN PEACE TALKS

By Lilly Yager

A

fter almost a year
of
negotiations
surrounding
the
18-year-long war between
the United States and the
Taliban, peace talks have
come to a grinding halt
after the Taliban recently
claimed responsibility for
an attack in Kabul that
resulted in 12 casualties,
one of whom was a U.S.
soldier. In fact, President
Trump outright canceled
an undisclosed meeting,
supposedly to be held at
Camp David, with the
Taliban and Afghan government, seeing no reason

to continue the discussion
after the yearlong attempt
in Doha, Qatar. President
Trump supports his decision saying, “ They ’re dead.
They’re dead. As far as I’m
concerned, they’re dead.”
However, the Taliban do
not see it as their fault as to
the way the meetings were
abruptly canceled. Threatening this political move,
the Taliban state that this
decision “will harm America more than anyone else;”
however, Trump says, “If
they cannot agree to a
ceasefire during these very
important peace talks, and

AFRICA: A CONTINENT OF
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By Luke Napolitano
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W

hen someone is
asked to think
of Africa, some
of the first images that
might come to mind are
of the vast Sahara desert, the ancient pyramids
of Giza, or the colorful
spice markets of Morocco.
For more contemporary
thinkers, this might bring
to mind the increasing
economic strength of Dar
Es Salaam in Tanzania,
the religious upheavals
in Central Africa, or the
frightening drought in
South Africa. These facets
of the African continental

culture are integral to the
continent ’s appeal and are
what provide the majority of Africa its chance to
rise out of poverty and
into the modern world.
However, with climate
change rapidly rising to
the front of international
headlines, the majority of
the African continent is
at risk for mass desertification and the largest refugee crisis in the world’s
history.
CONtINUED as “Africa: a continent of heat and sand”
ON PAGE 2

would even kill 12 innocent
people, then they probably don’t have the power
to negotiate a meaningful
agreement anyway.” In addition to the 12 casualties
on September 5th, over the
past year, the Taliban have
been responsible for killing
sixteen US troops, proving
their incapability to cease
violence. The Taliban continue to threaten the United
States with the continuance
of killing. The peace negotiations have been an item
on President Trump’s list
since his campaign in 2016.
Although he sees a need to

end this constant battle, he
states, “we have been serving as policemen in Afghanistan, and that was not
meant to be the job of our
Great Soldiers, the finest on
earth.”
The attack on Thursday,
September 5th, was not the
first incident of American
casualties due to the Taliban. In fact, “nine other
Americans have died since
June 25th in Taliban-orchestrated violence.”
CONtINUED as
“ U.S.-taliban peace talks ” ON
PAGE 6

HONG KONG PROTESTS:
PART ONE

By Adeline Allen

T

he Hong Kong protests. These four
words have been
some of the most prominent in international news
for over three months. In
a nutshell, this refers to
the mass protests in Hong
Kong since June which
were triggered by a bill
set forth that would allow
prisoners accused of criminal offences to be extradited from Hong Kong to
China.
Hong Kong’s history is
important in understanding the current state of

events in the city. Prior to the Opium Wars of
the 1800s, Hong Kong
was a fishing settlement.
The Treaty of Nanking at
the end of the First Opium War, the first of many
unequal treaties between
China and foreign imperialist powers, ceded the
territory of Hong Kong
to Great Britain, and it
remained a British colony
for over 150 years.
CONtINUED as “ 2047 IN 2019:
A BRIEF HISTORY OF PROTEST IN
HONG KONG ” ON PAGE 3
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AFRICA: A CONTINENT OF
HEAT AND SAND

Continued from Page 1

With many countries across the
globe also relying on African
ports to develop international
trade and simultaneously supplying an important maritime
economy to many coastal countries, the mass exodus of refugees from central and sub-Saharan Africa threatens the public
health of not just African coast
countries, but many European countries taking in refugees
along with them.
Just over 65% percent of countries in the sub-Saharan region
of Africa rely on subsistence
farming as their main economic
contribution to local and international trade. Crops like grain,
cotton, and milk are major exports from these countries and
they rely on a very sensitive environment in order to do this. Even
slight changes to the levels of
rainfall or temperatures can ruin
swathes of crops and kill herds
of cattle, thus ruining the lives
of local farmers and devastating
local economies. The IPCC predicts, in short, that these slight
changes will have devastating
consequences for the majority
of agricultural nations across the
continent. Furthermore, African
farmers have been overfarming
the land for decades. When old
crops fail or are hit by drought,
the only response that can genuinely be considered is the planting of new crops on old soil and
trying again until a marketable
crop can be created. This overuse of the soil and clearing of

new farmlands leads to a process
called desertification, where the
soil is no longer stable and instead turns to sand and unusable
soil. Desertification has drawn
the southernmost border of the
Sahara so far south that entire
sub-Saharan countries risk being
consumed by the desert.
The impacts of climate change
on water levels throughout Africa impact not only sub-Saharan nations but also have spread
to the furthest coasts of Africa.
From 2018-2019, South Africa
was hit with one of the hardest
droughts in the nation’s history,
with Cape Town actually creating water rations for its citizens
to prevent running out of water.
In West Africa, Ghana’s power
relies entirely upon the hydroelectric dam in the Volta river.
With the dam’s environmental
impacts ruining farmland both
north and south of the dam, ruining entire communities with
flooding or excessive farming,
the dam in and of itself provides
a national security threat to the
entire country.
Sub-Saharan economies exist
in a very delicate balance and
governments depend on this balance as a means of maintaining
state control. If people aren’t
farming, they are urban citizens,
creating trade and business in
the strong urban centers of many
sub-Saharan countries. With increasing droughts reported in
countries like Nigeria and Chad,

With many countries across the
globe also relying on African ports
to develop international trade and
simultaneously supplying an important maritime economy to many
coastal countries, the mass exodus
of refugees from central and sub-Saharan Africa threatens the public
health of not just African coast countries, but many European countries
taking in refugees along with them.
the loss of both crops and water
leads to what the United Nations
called a “breeding ground for recruitment by terrorist groups as
social and moral authority evaporate.” Further heat waves kill
farmers and urban citizens alike;
no one is spared from the overwhelming heat and this further
accelerates the disintegration of
authority. With more than half
of the South African population
alone living under the poverty
line and without access to cooling technology, poorer nations
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People searching for water in Tanzania during a drought.

will have it worse and the impacts of increasing heat waves
could kill thousands. As such, to
escape both the weather conditions and the increasing authority of anarchic terrorist groups,
Africans will need to flee their
cities and countries in hopes of
better lives. This potential crisis will create an entirely new
group of migrants: climate refugees. Climate refugees will be
fleeing their countries of origin because the climate in their
homes is entirely unfit for living.
The flight of what is estimated
to be at least 12 million people
from sub-Saharan Africa due
to unsuitable living conditions
dwarfs the next highest country,
which is Syria with 6.7 million
people. This generous estimate
of 12 million, with 143 million
expected in total from the combined “crisis zones” of Southeast
Asia, sub-Saharan Africa, and
Latin America will be the crisis
of the upcoming generations and
no international organization is
prepared for it.
Africa is on the brink of becoming one of the largest humanitarian
catastrophes
in
history and without an international effort to minimize its
impact, we are doomed to fail.
In the upcoming coverage of
the African continent ’s struggle
with climate change, resolutions
for addressing violence, clean
energy, and environmental renewal will be explored to create
a more hopeful future.
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2047 IN 2019: A BRIEF HISTORY
OF PROTEST IN HONG KONG

People protest for urban development, housing issues, and mainland China policy on the street in Hong Kong on 1 July 2014.
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Continued from Page 1

The territory has served as a refuge for people fleeing mainland
China throughout history, including in 1912 with the establishment of the Chinese Republic
and in the 1930s as the Japanese
advanced into China during the
Second Sino-Japanese War. The
relationship between China and
Hong Kong was strengthened
in the 1980s, and in 1984 Great
Britain and China came to the
agreement that the area would be
returned to China in 1997. When
that year came, the “one country, two systems” policy was instated with a 50-year guarantee.
The system dictated that, while
the territory was technically returning to China as part of one
country, Hong Kong would have
a high level of autonomy with the
Hong Kong Basic Law, the territory’s “de-facto” constitution.
While Beijing still has power
over foreign affairs and defense,
Hong Kong has its own currency,
culture, and legal system inherited from the British colonial days.
Hong Kongers also enjoy free
speech, freedom of the press, and
of course, the right to protest.
The protests of this year are not
the first conflict resulting from
social unrest in Hong Kong, and
looking back at their history of
pro-democracy protest helps to
provide perspective on the current landscape. In 1967, when
Hong Kong was still a British
colony, violent riots organized by

leftists took place in protest of
British rule. Nearly 8,000 homemade bombs, both real and decoys, were discovered by police,
and the authorities in Hong Kong
shut down leftist newspapers and
schools. The riots provoked over
50 deaths, and protestors notably waved their “little red books”
which were copies of Quotations
from Chairman Mao Tse-tung by
Mao Zedong, a former chairman
of the Communist Party of China. There have also been annual
protests on July 1 since the territory was given back to China on
that day in 1997. The rallies are
organized by various groups such
as the Civil Human Rights Front,
a pro-democratic group that concentrates on Hong Kong’s political scene. The rally of 2003 was
the largest protest in Hong Kong
at the time, with over 500,000
people
gathering.
Another
long-running demonstration was
the “Occupy Central” protest,
also known as the Umbrella Revolution. These 79 days of protest
in 2014 were so named because
of the umbrellas people carried
to protect themselves from pepper spray being used by police.
This movement was triggered by
Beijing’s attempt to limit who
could be elected in some of Hong
Kong’s top political positions.
The persistence of the protesters
this summer is evocative of the
unwavering energy in iconic protests of the past.

Additionally, there have been
looming concerns that the protests could turn into “another
Tiananmen Square” if not handled carefully. This refers to student-led protests in Beijing in
1989 that resulted in the crackdown on June 4th of that year
with the Tiananmen Square Massacre. Thousands of people called
for democracy after the death of
Hu Yaobang, a prominent figure
in the Communist Party and a
Democratic supporter, resulting
in widespread demonstration.
On June 4th, Chinese authorities began to fire on protestors in
Tiananmen Square, resulting in

anywhere from hundreds to thousands of deaths and approximately 10,000 arrests. With increasing violence on both sides and
accusations of police brutality in
Hong Kong, the world hopes that
the violence will not escalate further to become reminiscent of the
events on June 4th, 1989.
A complex history contributes
to a tumultuous present leading
to an uncertain future. The Hong
Kong protests are not the first of
their kind, but they will unequivocally leave their mark on the future of Hong Kong, China, the
world, and democracy itself.
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People hang the yellow umbrella, symbol of revolution in the “Occupy Central” protest, outside
an MTR station in Mong Kok on 12 October 2014.
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TRADE SPAT BETWEEN JAPAN AND
SOUTH KOREA ESCALATES
BY Keishi Kimura

O

ver the summer, relations
between Japan and South
Korea have lost its rickety foundations and are now
set in diplomatic freefall. Tensions between Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe and South
Korean President Moon Jae-in
spilled over to a trade spat between the two countries. Similar
to the US-China trade war, the
event marks another instance of
geopolitical conflict interfering
with the global economy, inciting worry about the weaponization of international trade.
Lingering animosity and distrust between Japan and South
Korea have recently accumulated between the Moon and Abe
administrations. Despite recent
movements toward reconciliation, the tide reversed as the
Moon administration unilaterally terminated the domestically unpopular “comfort women” foundation. Set up under
then-President Park Geun-Hye
in 2015, Japan funded 1 billion
yen to “finally and irreversibly”
resolve the comfort women issue.
Secondly, the Moon administration’s mission towards “Olympic
diplomacy” and unification with
North Korea, contrasting Abe’s
hardline stance against Kim
Jeong-Un, undercut mutual incentives to sustain regional security.
The trade spat began with Japan’s embargo of three chemical
substances critical to South Korea’s production of semiconductors and digital displays. The
trade restriction hit hard on
South Korean tech businesses, as
Japan occupies 90% of the global supply for two of the three
chemicals. Japan, in defense of
the embargo, cited “national security” issues suggesting that
the chemicals are being passed
over to North Korea for poten-
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tial military applications. South
Korea denied the accusations,
instead asserting that Japan is
violating international trade law
in retaliation to the South Korean Supreme Court decision over
forced labor during World War
Two. The Japanese government
denies the verdict, as they claim
they have already paid reparations as part of the 1965 normalization treaty.
Weeks later, Tokyo removed
South Korea from its “white
list ”, effectively downgrading it
from a preferred trading partner. Seoul responded in kind,
as well as raising the issue with
the World Trade Organization
and leveraging a populist anti-Japanese boycott for political support. Sales of Japanese
clothing, beer, and cars in Korea

Weaponizing interdependent
trade and fabricating geopolitical and economic interests for
“national security” reasons restricts room for peaceful and
constructive negotiation.

have declined sharply, with protestors setting up websites such
as NoNoJapan.com that suggest
domestic alternatives to popular Japanese brands. The amount
of South Korean tourists to Japan has fallen as well, prompting
many airlines to cut flights.
The back-and-forth blows
seem to have no end. Seoul’s
termination of the General Security of Military Information
Agreement (GSOMIA), critical
to sharing intelligence on North
Korean threats, sets a precedent
to dangerous diplomatic lows
weakening military alliances. If
Tokyo maintains its stance on the
forced labor case, Seoul will likely confiscate and liquidize property of accused Japanese firms in
Korea unless they obey the court
verdicts. Such action will trigger
relations to descend to irreversible depths.
The two countries can by no
means treat trade lightly; the
trade relationship between Japan
and South Korea is worth around
$85 billion every year. With exports of both countries dropping
due to slowing global demand,
prolonged trade wars will bear a
heavy load on economic growth.
While large South Korean companies such as Samsung can bargain with Japanese businesses
or outsource and stockpile resources, smaller Korean companies that depend heavily on trade
with Japan are bound to lose out.

While the trade spat is due to
the diplomatic failure between
the Abe and Moon administrations, the underlying force remains the dispute over Japanese
annexation of South Korea and
the war crimes Japan has committed during WWII. Historical
revisionism and widespread ignorance of Korean colonization
continue to be a pervasive problem among the Japanese public.
Without Abe reiterating Japan’s
official position on the comfort
women and forced labor issues,
thus encouraging the Japanese
to recognize history, widespread
animosity between the two countries is unlikely to diffuse.
On a broader scale, the current situation between Japan and
Korea is reminiscent of the tech
war between China and America, in which Trump blacklisted
Huawei and ZTE for “national
security” risks. Weaponizing interdependent trade and fabricating geopolitical and economic
interests for “national security”
reasons restricts room for peaceful and constructive negotiation.
With both countries failing to
acknowledge their retaliatory
motives, it remains difficult to
reach a workable solution. The
trade dispute between Japan and
South Korea is yet another example of how embargoes and
tariffs have seemed to become
a standard negotiation card to
achieve diplomatic goals.
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Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis attends a joint news conference in his visit to the Netherlands.

BY Caroline Empey

O
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GREECE ELECTIONS: A GLIMMER OF
HOPE FOR THE ECONOMY

n July 7th, 2019, Alexis Tsipras, Greece’s leftist
Syriza prime minister, lost
an immediate election to Kyriakos Mitsotakis, the leader of the
center-right New Democratic
Party. Tsipras’ loss came off the
back of a decade-long economic crisis, in which he squashed
chances of entrepreneurship and
demolished the middle class by
enacting an extremely high income and property tax. Throughout Tsipras’ four-year stint as
Prime Minister, his support remained shallow and continued
to dwindle through the elections
in July.
Leading up to the election,
Mitsotakis had traveled the
country making his message
clear and strong in the hearts
of the Greeks: relief is coming.
Mitsotakis’s campaign was supported by tax cuts, more full and
part-time jobs, support for entrepreneurship, and an annual
budget surplus. For Greeks who
were fed up with Tsipras’ lousy
leadership, Mitsotakis’s election opened up a new chapter of
hope.
A buildup of financial mismanagement and corrupt politics led to a long term recession in Greece over the course
of Tsipras’ rule. Multiple Greek
governments borrowed above
the country ’s capacity, creating a
public debt so large that by 2010,
investors no longer wanted to
finance the Greek government.

With the total debt now totaled dwindled, pushing the Greek unat about $330 billion dollars, it employment rate to 17.6% in the
is unlikely that Greece will be spring of 2019 while the rest of
able to pay it off anytime soon. Europe averaged an unemployGeorge Papandreou, the Prime ment rate of 6.3%. Furthermore,
Minister from 2009 to 2011, the unemployment rate of Greek
asked the European Union for a citizens between ages 15-24 was
bailout without consulting other 43.6%, as opposed to 18.8% in
European leaders. As a result, the Eurozone. Income tax conEuropean leaders spent months tinued to climb up to around
trying to figure out how to solve 45%, making it impossible for
Greece’s economic crisis, but many households to pay rent,
more specifically, how to keep and forcing many families onto
Greece from
the streets or
b r e a k i n g Leading up to the elec- out of Greece.
away
from tion, Mitsotakis had In 2016, 34,000
the Euro and
people between
the Europe- traveled the country 20 to 29 yearsan
Union.
left Greece
his message old
The solution making
in search of
decided
on clear and strong in the better opportuwas a threenities. Greece
hearts of the Greeks: was left with a
part bailout
plan,
startsmall supply of
ing in 2010
youth.
and
ending
The Greek
in August of
economy con2018. While
tinued to dethis plan kept
cline,
hitting
Greece in the
bottom in 2011
European Union and in the Eu- when the economy slid by 9.1%.
rozone, it forced Greece to be By 2014 it had recovered someentirely reliant on international what, but the political crisis and
creditors to support its finances. the second unsuccessful bailout
While the bailout plan was in program caused the country to
action, the Greek government fall into another recession in
continued to raise both income 2015. 2019 is the third year of
and property taxes in order to consecutive economic growth in
fund public associations, such as Greece, sitting at about 2.2% per
public healthcare and education. annum.
However, jobs continued to disWith Mitsotakis newly admitappear and small businesses ted into the Greek government,

relief is
coming.

some are hopeful for change
that is to come. “People are fed
up with the economic crisis
and want to move on . . . They ’re
looking to us to provide hope for
the future,” Mr. Mitsotakis told
the Financial Times when asked
why the people of Greece voted
for him. Mitsotakis plans to cut
taxes immensely by speed privatization— the transfer of businesses from the public to the private sector. This new model will
also encourage entrepreneurship,
creating both full and part-time
jobs. Finally, Mitsotakis promised an annual budget surplus to
help keep Greece’s economy on
track, and eventually start to pay
back some of their $330 billion
debt.
Since the Mitsotakis election,
Greece seems to be slowly moving towards recovery. European
leaders seem to be much happier
with the Mitsotakis administration and the New Democratic
party coming into power, as they
are less likely to provoke another
economic crisis. After the election, Greece’s stock market has
been on the rise as well, as the
new pro-market government began slightly reducing Greek borrowing costs. Greek people are
still hopeful that their country
will be scooped from the economic crisis they have endured
for the last ten years, and are optimistic that Mitsotakis and his
new government will have the
ability to do so.
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ONE MONTH OF
LOCKDOWN IN KASHMIR

photo by theeraphong / shutterstock.com

The CRPF (Central Reserve Police Force) drive past the market in Srinaka, Kashmir, India, on 31 July 2019.
BY Neil Shen

O

n August 5th, the Indian
government suddenly took
the right to autonomy from
Kashmir and plunged the state
into a massive information blackout. Over the next few weeks, police were stationed quite literally
at every corner, the government
shut down the internet and phone
networks, and even prevented the
people from their right to public assembly. The state also prohibited all entry into and out of
the state. Those traveling home
to celebrate the Muslim festival
of Eid found that they could no
longer leave the country to do so,
and could not even call their parents to explain their absence.
To explain why, it ’s important
to understand the context behind
such an act. As a largely Muslim state, Kashmir had always
been opposed to Indian statehood. However, when it found
itself embroiled in a vicious war
between Pakistan and its larger
neighbor, India, it seemed quite
natural that it would choose to
side with the more powerful of
the two. When it was first incorporated, Kashmir was promised
autonomy, including a separate
constitution and flag, in order to
allow self-governance. Though
these promises were made true,
over the next decades its autonomy was gradually whittled down.
As such, although this blackout
was certainly the most extreme

step taken by the Indian government so far, it wasn’t the first of
its kind.
India’s ruling party, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), has long
had a history of promoting Hindu nationalism—the home minister repeatedly refers to Muslim
immigrants as “termites,” while
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
himself rose to power on a wave
of extremist comments. Pandering to voters is one thing, but
when policies with a clear anti-Islam bias are enacted and even
some of the most moderate Kashmiri political leaders are arrested,
the intent of the political leaders
should be questioned. As it is, the
Indian government is relying on
oppression and deceit to strip the
minority of their voices.
Though the lockdown was designed to reduce press coverage
and draw international coverage
away from Kashmir, it has served
only to further aggravate the already tense situation. Through its
“might is right ” logic, the government may have caused Kashmiris
to adopt more violent ideals.
The loss of its regional autonomy could prove to have incendiary consequences, as those disillusioned with the government
may turn instead to extremist
groups. In fact, when an election
was rigged in 1987, an insurgency was indeed created, though it
was in large stoked and funded by

Pakistan. Regardless, as history
shows, such moves could result in
unexpected outcomes.
India isn’t the only country that
will be affected. Its largely Muslim neighbor, Pakistan, was infuriated by what it saw as acts of
aggression. Its own Prime Minister, Imran Khan, says that India
is “trying to [...] divert attention from their illegal annexation
and their impending genocide on
Kashmir.” He even went so far
as to suggest the possibility of a
nuclear war. Though it has limited leverage over its neighbor, it
has done what little it can; India’s
diplomatic envoy in Pakistan has
been turned back, the little trade
that had been going on between
the two rivals was halted, and Bollywood movies have been banned
from Pakistani theatres. Though
the gestures are no more than a
symbolic chastisement given the

lack of leverage Pakistan has, it
remains worrying; with the existing tension between them, any
transgression could rapidly spiral
into conflict.
India, for now, looks like it will
be able to walk away from this
without much in the way of repercussions. Although it has received critique from the international community, as it should, it
doesn’t seem as if these will have
any real effect. As Modi faces an
opposition party that is steadily gaining power, he’ll look once
again towards his nationalist supporters. In the end, it ’s not Kashmir, but rather what ’s to come
after Kashmir, that will decide
India’s future.
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JUST THE
FACTS
COMPARING
IMMIGRATION
POLICIES
FROM FOUR
REGIONS
Since the United Nations refugee
convention of 1951, “refoulement”
— the process of deporting asylum
seekers to other countries to countries where their safety might be at
risk — has been banned. Here are
four countries’ approaches to immigration, in brief:

1. AUSTRALIA

Migrants seeking asylum in Australia often never set foot on Australian soil. The current government policy provides that no one
arriving by boat to Australia is
ever granted asylum in the country.
Asylum seekers are held in processing centers built in the neighboring countries of Papua New
Guinea and Nauru as they await
the assessment of their application
for asylum in other countries.

2. EU

Under the Dublin Agreement, refugees are required to apply and undergo assessment for asylum in the
country in which they first arrive.
While many asylum-seekers use
the policy of free-movement once
inside the bloc to move to wealthier countries such as Germany, the
migrants are still allowed to be
returned to the country in which
they first landed.

3. TURKEY

Since 2016, Turkey’s agreement
with the EU has provided that every immigrant arriving at the Greek
islands from the nearby Turkish
coast will not be allowed to reach
mainland Greece and from there
move to the rest of Europe. Refugees will have to apply for asylum from detention centers on the
Greek islands, and if denied, they
would be returned to Turkey.

Photo by ORLOK / shutterstock.com

The city of Sanliurfa, Turkey after conflict between Kurdish fighters and ISIS.

U.S.-TALIBAN
PEACE TALKS

continued from page 1

The deal in discussion, although
much of it is confidential, did
comprise of an effort to reduce
violence. The United States was
to remove around 5,000 troops
from Afghanistan after a certain
period of time, signing the deal.
It was a term that was negotiated
with the help of Zalmay Khalilzad, the superior U.S. negotiator.
In exchange, the Taliban would
decrease violence where the U.S.
military base is present in Parwan
province and Kabul. Although
these terms were discussed in the
negotiations, which included more
than nine cases of conversation,
the Taliban were hesitant to move
forward, being they did not want
representation on U.S. soil until
the terms of the deal were final-

ized. It was seen as the discussion
had proven an “agreement in principle” according to Khalilzad, but
this agreement would soon cease
to exist.
In part, the Taliban deny their
ability to discuss negotiations with
the government of Afghanistan,
continuing a bias present throughout at least the past decade, calling it “a puppet of the West.” The
Taliban consists of more than just
their threats, including their defense of al-Qaeda supporters after the attacks on 9/11, and in response, the U.S. used their power
to exile the Taliban from Afghanistan after their 4 year period of
power. Knowing this, it was additionally discussed that the Taliban
would discontinue their support

3. THE U.S.

Under the latest regulations approved by the Supreme Court, migrants cannot apply for asylum in
the United States unless they have
tried and been denied in one of
the countries in which they pass
through before the US.

economist.com

On September 23rd of this year, a group of five EU interior ministers agreed to a temporary scheme for the distribution of migrants rescued from the Mediterranean Sea.
It is hoped that the deal will put an end to the spectacle of some of the world’s richest
countries squabbling over which should accept responsibility for asylum-seekers.

of al-Qaeda. Also, the notion to
suppress the use of Afghanistan,
as the front-runner of worldly terror attacks by multiple groups as
in discussion because Afghanistan
has been used as this center for
years past. They even bargained
to combat the jihadist and Islamic State groups, as their members
were guilty of fleeing to the south
Asian country, praying to be safe
from persecution. Understanding
that this promise has been terminated, the United States still finds
it important to remain militarily
present and apply force when necessary.

In part, the Taliban deny their ability to discuss negotiations with the
government of Afghanistan, continuing a bias present
throughout at least
the past decade,
calling it

“a puppet of
the West.”
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“SMART VOTING”
AGAINST UNITED RUSSIA
By Zoe Chow

T

he preliminary results of
the recent Moscow election indicate several losses
for United Russia, the party that
is backing Putin and held 38 out
of 45 seats in the Moscow City
Duma. United Russia has made
up the majority of the Russian
government since 2007, and held
335 out of 450 seats in the State
Duma. The Duma passes federal
constitutions that make up the
main source of law in the city
and assumes the highest legal
authority in the Russian federation.
According to Russian media
reports, Putin banned opposition candidates from running in
the election, after the results of
internal polling showed that the
opposition would win at least
nine seats, meaning United Russia and the present Kremlin’s
greatest critics would be a more
significant part of the upcoming
parliamentary polls.
The banning of opposition
candidates by the Kremlin and
United Russia enraged many
citizens of Moscow and sparked
countless protests on the streets.
People were upset because this
law seemed to defeat the purpose of free democracy, and
helped ensure that the ruling
party would always dominate
the government system. Factors
such as a five-year increase in
the eligible age for pension, allegations of corruption, and increasing economic hardship did

Photo by konstantin egorychev / shutterstock.com

Alexei Navalny, leader of the Russian opposition, launched a strategic voting campaign through his “Smart Voting” app.

little to improve United Russia’s
popularity among the people.
Things took a turn for the
worse when heavily armed police with batons started responding to the protests, causing both
United Russia and the Kremlin’s
reputation to plummet even further. The incident gave the ruling party’s greatest critic, Alexei
Navalny, an opportunity to make
a move. As the main leader of
Russia’s democratic opposition,
he has been barred from appearing on state television and running for president. Navalny uses
social media to spread his dream
for a corruption-free Russia and
has gained millions of followers
from doing so.
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ing Andrei Metelsky, the head of

Moscow’s United Russia branch
and one of the most high-profile
candidates in the election. After
Navalny accused him of illegally owning multiple multi-billion
dollar properties in the Austrian
Alps, Metelsky lost his seat to a
socialist who was backed by the
Communist party.
In the end, United Russia won
25 out of 45 seats in the Moscow
City Duma, which was 15 fewer
than what they previously had.
The Communist party claimed
13 seats, while Yabloko and A
Just Russia each won 3 seats.
Although the new council will
consist of a more diverse range

of candidates, many people still
refuse to acknowledge the election as true democracy. Dariya
Besedina, one of the triumphant
Yabloko candidates, said that the
election wasn’t a real election
as many candidates who would
have won weren’t allowed to run.
State media later described the
elections as free and fair, while
Putin rejected suggestions that
more candidates should have
been on the ballot. Instead of
admitting the setback, Putin responded that he valued quality
over quantity in order to improve the government system.

EDITOR’S NOTE
We are pleased to start off the new academic year with the first issue of Volume
IV of The Revere. Looking for ward, we are excited to announce that in addition
to continuing with the four topically-divided sections of the paper — War &
Conflict, Economy, Politics, and Opinion — we are starting a new “Regional
Focus Series” this year to feature the work of our senior writers.
In every issue of the paper this year, we are looking to publish one to two
in-depth analytical articles by our senior writers and editors, who have each
chosen one region-based topic to focus on for the academic year. Their work will
culminate in a three-part series that explores their chosen issue from multiple
angles, ranging from examinations of history and culture to analyses of social
and economic policy and stakeholder impact.
As part of this regional focus series, senior writer Addie Allen will be writing
about the Hong Kong protests, section editor Luke Napolitano will be delving into the issue of climate change in Sub-Saharan Africa, and senior writers
Neil Shen, Lilly Yager, and Zoe Chow will be investigating the rise of populism
around the world, medical politics and healthcare in North America, and Venezuela’s political and refugee crisis, respectively.
We hope, as always, that our paper will help foster greater intellectual curiosity and knowledge of foreign affairs on campus. We encourage you to engage
thoughtfully with our work, reading to understand but also to disagree with us—
to challenge the analysis and interpretations we bring to the table.
For now, enjoy this edition of the paper and look out for us at the OWHL and
Commons every other Thursday. To sign up for a subscription and have every
bi-weekly edition of The Revere delivered to your doorstep, please contact theandoverreveresubscriptions@gmail.com for more information.
We look for ward to sharing this year’s journey with you all.
Sincerely,
Sophie Liu & Gwen Robinson

