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Two Chinese submarines in the South China Sea as part of President Xi Jinping’s effort to militarize and control the area.

CLASH IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA

By Zoe Chow

On Sept. 30, the American
destroyer USS Decatur and the
Chinese destroyer Lanzhou came
within 50 yards of each other in a
disputed region of the South China
Sea. The incident began when the
American warship entered the territorial waters of the Gaven Reefs.
China, who had previously claimed
the island as part of their ongoing
expansion and militarization in the
region, sent the Lanzhou to intercept. Stability in the South China
Sea is extremely tenuous, and the
recent escalation has caused global
uproar.
Chinese claims in the area vary
significantly. Some of the islands

that China is claiming are uninhabited, while others are partially
or entirely artificial. These artificial
islands were originally reefs, which
were converted into small islands by
adding soil. These islands have many
separate chains, such as the Spratly
Islands. By building garrisons and
airforce bases on the Spratly islands,
China is strengthening and expanding its military power. Recently, radar stations have been added, and
naval air operations have been expanded.
The South China Sea is an important trading route for goods being imported to and from China.
Around 80% of the all world trade
is transported by ship, 20% of which
passes through the South China

Sea. This means the total value of
trade in the region is 3.37 trillion
dollars.
By militarizing the South China
Sea, China is able to expand its control over ships that pass through, the
majority of which being cargo ships.
This allows the Chinese navy to assert control over around a quarter of
the all Asian trade. Many countries
find this attempted dominance concerning, as they fear any future trade
hostilities or with China would cut
off their access to goods being imported through the South China
Sea.
These actions have caused escalating tensions in many countries
in the region, as well as in the U.S.
Countries that border the South

China Sea, like Brunei, Malaysia,
Vietnam, Taiwan, and the Philippines, are wary of China’s actions.
There have been several meetings
in Singapore discussing the issues
revolving this incident, yet these
meetings have proved ineffective.
Some of the bordering countries,
such as Vietnam, Brunei, and the
Philippines, have also made territorial claims in the area. They have
established military bases and garrisons on small islands in the South
China Sea, but the majority of the
small islands have been claimed by
China.
CONtINUED as
“Escalating tensions” ON PAGE
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Demonstration in support of right-wing presidential candidate Jair
Bolsonaro. The 63-year-old former army captain has been branded racist,
misogynist and homophobic.

On October 28th,
Jair Bolsonaro and Fernando Haddad will face off in the second round
of Brazil’s presidential elections.
Voting this cycle is at a sixteen-year
low; of the 150 million Brazilians
voting in the presidential election,
over 11% are voiding their vote. Michel Temer has held the presidential
position since, August 2016, when
Dilma Rousseff was impeached.
His term will end January 1st, 2019.
Although he is allowed to run for a
second consecutive term, he has decided against it.
After winning the first round of
primary elections on October 7th,
Jair Bolsonaro, a far right former
army captain and veteran politician of the Social Liberal Party, has

been leading in the polls. Bolsonaro
is in his seventh term as the federal deputy of Rio de Janeiro and is
known for criticizing the low wages
of militants in Veja, a popular magazine that is distributed around the
country. The Social Liberal Party,
which embraces national-conservative ideas, endorses a market economy and fully supports the government’s involvement in economic
issues. Bolsonaro has campaigned
on a platform focusing largely on
loosening gun laws and ending the
urban crime that plagues the streets
of Brazilian cities.
CONtINUED as “brazilian
elections” ON PAGE 6
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U.S. President Donald Trump, left, and Xi Jinping, China’s president, shake hands during a news conference at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, China.

bloomberg / via Getty Images

CHINA EXPANDS POLITICAL INTERFERENCE
By Keishi Kimura

F

our weeks ago, President Donald
Trump held opening remarks for the
United Nations Security Council.
In his speech, he accused China of trying
to meddle in the U.S. midterm elections,
potentially in retaliation to American tariffs on Chinese exports.
In contrast to allegations
of Russian meddling in the 2016
presidential elections, Trump’s claims of
Chinese interference with the midterm
elections are unfounded. Despite
President Trump’s insistence that he
possesses evidence, no cybersecurity
firms or federal agents have detected
any Chinese intervention. However,
Chinese foreign inf luence operations are
nothing new. In both Australia and New
Zealand, Chinese bribery and espionage
scandals have been exposed in the past
year. China has also exerted its inf luence
over Southeast Asia, leaving economic
and political footprints in Cambodia and
Singapore.

The Chinese Communist Party
recently expanded the United Front
Work Department—the agency covered
by Australian headlines for allegedly
conducting the inf luence operations.
The department, known as one of the
“magic weapons” of the C.C.P., utilizes
a sophisticated network of non-political
organizations to shape the perception
of Chinese interests overseas. The
department has absorbed government
agencies such as the China Overseas
Friendship Association, using these
puppet organizations to conduct soft
power information operations.
Though there is no evidence
of Chinese attempts to interfere with
the midterm elections, China has
conducted other inf luence operations
in the United States. Some reports of
Chinese inf luence have suggested that
the United Front uses ethnic Chinese
residents abroad for inf luence efforts.
In the U.S., this method has been used
to infiltrate businesses and academic
institutions. This summer, a former
Chinese Apple engineer was
arrested for stealing information
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on Apple’s autonomous-vehicle projects.
The Chinese government directly
sponsors Chinese Students and Scholars
Associations at universities nationwide to
promote patriotic feelings and encourage
people to “serve the motherland” on
campus.
The C.C.P. have also used
state-owned news outlets to change
Americans’ perceptions of China. Two
weeks ago, China Daily, a Chinese staterun publication, purchased a four-page
advertising supplement in a local Iowan
newspaper, the Des Moines Register.
The newspaper insert advocated
the merits of U.S.-China trade and
elaborated on Chinese relationships with
Iowa. Although China Daily regularly
purchases supplements for national
publications such as the Washington
Post and the New York Times, experts
believe the insert specifically targeted
local farmers who are sensitive to tariffs
in the ongoing trade war to sway their
political beliefs.
Unlike the Russian interference
in the 2016 presidential elections,
Chinese inf luence operations are much

ESCALATING
TENSIONS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Not on ly is the South China Sea
essentia l to many trading routes, it
a lso prov ides nat ura l resources such
as oi l, nat ura l gas, minera ls and
f ish. This wea lth ma kes the South
China Sea undoubted ly an economic asset, f ur ther esca lating tensions
bet ween China and other countries
in the region.
China continues to back their
cla ims w ith force, hav ing recently launching three missi le tests
from its islands in the South China
Sea. This g reat ly concerned other
powers in the a rea, as the missi les
profound ly increased China’s anti-ship capabi l ities at a range of up
to 30 0k m. Nea rby countries, such
as the Phi l l ippines, fea r that if wa r
were to brea k out, China wou ld have
the abi l it y to completely deny both
civ i l ian and mi l ita r y nava l action in
the a rea.

more discretely conducted and have
unclear objectives. The United Front
targets inf luential figures in academic
institutions, businesses, and politics
to serve as proponents for Chinese
interests, as it did in Australia. As
these inf luence operations attempt sway
American policy and public discourse,
they threaten the American political
system.
Open networking and digital
information marketing make the
U.S. extremely vulnerable to Chinese
media propaganda. As was made clear
by Russia’s election interference, the
spread of “fake news” can be conducted
efficiently in such a digital environment.
To secure American democracy, the U.S.
government must develop cyberdefenses
and urge social media companies to
use algorithms to detect propaganda.
More importantly, they must also raise
public awareness of Chinese inf luence
operations and find ways to successfully
counter disinformation.

The U.S. government rema ins
wa r y of China’s increasing mi l ita r y
power and their control over the
South China Sea. Increased Chinese nava l presence in the a rea cou ld
severely restrict trade for non-Chinese nations, threatening U.S. economic interests and a l low ing China
even g reater economic hegemony in
East Asia and Oceania.

This Island in the South China Sea has been militarized and under the control
of the People’s Republic of China since 1956. (DIGITAL GLOBE / GETTY

The U.S. government ma inta ins that China is v iolating the
U NCLOS treat y, signed in 1982
to protect free and open trade. The
United Nations Convention on the

Law of the Sea states that ships
sa i l ing on internationa l waters a re
a l lowed to have passage through
ter ritoria l waters as long as they do
not brea k ma ritime law.
China rejects this asser tion, refer ring to the Nine Dash Line, a
bounda r y created by the Republ ic of
China a f ter the Second World Wa r.
The l ine establ ishes Chinese control of the seas over an a rea conta ining much of the disputed region,
and China ma inta ins that any thing
w ithin the l ine is their sovereign
ter ritor y, not subject to internationa l or ma ritime law. This cla im has
been disputed by Vietnam, Ma laysia, Br unei, Indonesia and the Phi lippines, a l l of whom establ ish their
ow n of ten overlapping a reas of inf luence.
Tensions in the a rea a re the highest they have been in decades, and,
w ith continued esca lation bet ween
the major nava l powers in the region, they w i l l l ikely on ly continue
to intensif y.
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On September 30,
2018, Macedonia held a
referendum on the deal
they had reached with
Greece. 91% of people
voted in favor of the
proposal. After receiving
these positive results, the
Macedonian prime minister
began to push forward
the name change process.
Additionally, many foreign
political figures have flown
into Macedonia or expressed
support for the change. U.S.
Secretary of Defense James
Mattis flew into Skopje,
a town in Macedonia, on
September 30th to urge
citizens to support the
change, saying that it would
“spur economic prosperity
and increase foreign
investment.” Angela Merkel
also endorsed the decision,
Konstantinos Tsakalidis / bloomberg / Getty Images
saying it is of “great interest”
Supporters of a movement for voters to boycott the referendum after low turnout Sept. 30, 2018.
for Germany and the E.U.
Jens Stoltenberg, the NATO
Secretary-General, expressed support
through Twitter. Nikola Dimitrov, the
Macedonian foreign minister, has also
discussed the need for a change, saying
that “while [Macedonians] were waiting
for a generation, the world has moved on.
[They] are running after a moving target.”
By Ralph Lamb
However, not all are satisfied
with this decision. Macedonian President
small change in the name of a should be reserved for its province of Gjorge Ivanov stated that Zaev’s push
Balkan state caused major con- Macedonia, once Alexander the Great’s for the name change after the referendum
“was rushed and damaging” and said
flict and tear-gas filled protests seat of power.
within Greece and its northern neighGreece took over the majority of that “a referendum is not a poll.” This
statement was supported by the low
bor, Macedonia. Macedonian Prime Macedonia after the Balkan War ended
turnout rate of 37%. Disagreement
Minister Zoran Zaev proposed the in 1912, but the part that remained
over the name change reached beyond
change from “The Former Yugoslav Re- unconquered came to be called the
Macedonia’s borders as well. Upon
public of Macedonia” to “The Repub- “Republic of Macedonia.” Two different
learning about the name change, more
lic of North Macedonia.” This change locations now held the official name
than 1,000 right-wing Greek citizens took
opened the way for Macedonia to gain of Macedonia: the Greek province and
the streets in mass protest. Posters and
EU and NATO membership. For years, the independent country. For a very
banners said that Macedonia should be
Greece staunchly opposed Macedonia’s long time, Greece outright denied the
reserved and kept as a region of Greece.
attempts to join these organizations existence of any form of Macedonian
Protestors shouted, “we [will] not accept
because of its name, “The Former Yu- culture, disregarding the fact that
any changes to Macedonia’s name!”
goslav Republic of Macedonia.” Ath- Macedonia has a distinct culture and
While the protests raged on,
ens believes that the name “Macedonia” language.

WHAT’S IN A NAME?
MACEDONIA’S PROPOSED
NAME CHANGE SPARKS
DEBATE

A

Zaev needed to win over one of the major
opposition parties in Macedonia, VMRODPMNE, a powerful nationalist group.
Having their support would mean that a
majority of parliament would be in favor of
the change, but persuading the party seems
to be a challenge. The party’s vice president,
Aleksandar Nikoloski, stated that “All MPs
should respect the outcome of the vote:
it failed. We support membership of the
EU and NATO but will not be an excuse
for Mr. Zaev if the change does not go
through.”
If Macedonia decides to take
up their new title as “The Republic of
North Macedonia,” they will be granted
unlimited access to countries in the EU,
implement a better support system for
their citizens, greater job stability, and
better protection from crime. Macedonia’s
possible acceptance into the EU is what
Greek citizens disagree with. Due to
immigration tensions, their conservative
population does not want the Balkan
state’s citizens to retire or reside in their
space. Additionally, they believe that
under the legacy of Alexander the Great,
Macedonia is part of the Greek region,
even though the language and culture
of Macedonia are much more Slavic
than Greek. The Russian ambassador
to Macedonia says that the Balkan state
will become a “legitimate target” if they
decide to accept NATO membership,
presenting another possible issue for
Macedonia.
There is a large amount of
conflict over a simple modification to
the name of Macedonia. No one is fully
satisfied with any of the decisions that
are being made throughout this process,
and the population itself is split over the
issue. This conflict can be seen in the
polls; 91% of votes were in favor of the
proposal, yet only 37% of citizens voted.
Macedonia’s future - both domestically
and internationally - will be shaped by
just a few words.

TURKEY’S RADICALIZATION

By Dani El Solh

I

n 2017, the U.S. proclaimed Turkey a
secular state. Turkey’s residents are able
to practice any religion and express
themselves however they choose. Mustafa
Kemal Atatürk, founder of the Republic of
Turkey, put these reforms into place between
1922 and 1935 so that Turkey could move
forward as a more progressive country. A
Renaissance man, Atatürk believed in the
modernization of his country. He simplified
the complex Ottoman Turkish script to a
simpler alphabet, increasing literacy levels by
24% in just 15 years. He moved away from
the idea of one religion governing a country,
favoring secularization. He banned both religious schools and the Fez, a hat often worn
to symbolize religious association. Encouraged by his wife, he allowed women to vote
in parliamentary elections and parliamentary
members and hold parliamentary seats. His
removal of Islamic laws also gave women
more rights, as it made marriage a civil contract and allowed divorce to be a civil action.
However, Turkey is currently
taking steps towards radicalization. Turkey’s
current president, Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
is slowly bringing Turkey back to the
way it was before Atatürk’s era. In 2017,
Erdogan passed a referendum that altered
Turkey’s constitution. The referendum
turned Turkey’s parliamentary system into
an executive system, substantially weakening

Turkey’s democracy. This put Erdogan in
control of all aspects of the government.
He now has the power to produce decrees,
oversee the military, and commission
public officials. This effectively removed
the authority of the prime minister and
parliament. With his newfound power,
Erdogan has fired over 10,000 public
officials, sent 50,000 people to jail while
awaiting trial, blocked Wikipedia, and
controlled television airtime. These events
led up to an attempted coup d’état in July of
2016. Thousands of Turkish people flocked
to the street as the news of the coup d’état
quickly spread across social media. However,
the coup d’état was defeated just a few hours
after it started- but not without inflicting
a large number of casualties, including
241 deaths and over 2100 injuries. In the
days following the coup d’état, tens of
thousands of people were arrested for their
suspected participation. Because no public
information was released, people began to
question if Erdogan was ordering the arrest
of innocent bystanders. The coup attempt
against Erdogan weakened his relationship
with both his own citizens and with other
countries, including the US.
Erdogan has extended his 15
year term for another 5 years, thus he
will continue to control the direction
of reform in Turkey. With rule over the
country similar to the Ottoman empire’s

time, alarming consequences could follow.
Erdogan has already been testing Turkey’s
relations with the U.S. American support
for Kurdish fighters in Iraq and Syria
is causing a dispute with Turkey, which
considers the Kurdish soldiers terrorists.
These disputes could escalate, leading to
bigger international problems. Erdogan’s
radical opinion that women need to cover

Chris mcgrath / getty images eruope

their heads, his push for religious teaching
in schools, and his conservative views are a
possible future for Turkey - but one almost
opposite Atatürk’s vision. However, some
people are saying that Erdogan’s radical
views will diminish. No matter the case, a
response from the international community
will be inevitable if Erdogan continues to
suppress democratic values in Turkey.
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BUILD-ING FOREIGN
INVESTMENT AND
DEVELOPMENT IN
AFRICA

BY Sophie Liu
n October 5th, President Trump
signed the Better Utilization of Investment Leading to Development,
or BUILD Act, creating a new U.S. International Development Finance Corporation
(USIDFC). The new corporation will have
the authority to provide $60 billion in loans,
loan guarantees, and insurance to companies
willing to take the gamble of investing in developing countries.
The USIDFC looks to consolidate
two existing U.S. agencies in charge of
public and private capital in less developed
countries: the US Agency for International
Development and the Overseas Private
Investment Corporation (OPIC), which
was established in 1971 as a lending facility
to encourage American companies to invest
in developing countries. The new entity is
funded primarily through fees and will have
twice OPIC’s overall lending ability.
Increasing foreign direct investment
into Africa lessens the burden on purely
foreign aid. Through development finance
(the deployment of commercial capital for
public policy purposes), the institution looks
to employ local workers and catalyze private
sector money in a transparent fashion that
will boost economic growth. Working hand
in hand with the private sector maximizes
the efficiency and reach of developmental
projects.
The last decade has seen stable
increase of foreign direct investment (FDI)
inflows to Africa, which continues to receive
a high level of interest as an investment
destination from investors from the US, the
EU and the BRIC (Brazil, Russia, India and
China) countries. FDI inflows are forecast to
grow by about 20% in 2018 to a total of $50

O

billion after the slump in 2017.
The effort to increase US
investment in Africa is intended to be
a response to China’s controversial Belt
and Road program, which has a goal of
distributing $1 trillion in construction aid
and investments to over 100 countries. On
a larger scale, this is part of a sweeping
attempt by the Trump administration to
counter China’s rising economic and political
influence abroad. Washington has already
imposed tariffs on $250 billion in Chinese
goods this year as punishment for Beijing’s
trade practices. The U.S. also plans to crack
down on foreign investment in the United
States and to sharply restrict exports of
civilian nuclear technology to China.
Though Chinese investment
in countries all over the world has been
increasing, its African investment in
particular has skyrocketed. The US currently
has $58 billion worth of investments in
Africa and China has only $40 billion, but
this Chinese investment grew from just $16
billion between 2011 and 2016. In contrast,
American investments have been dropping
over time.
Unlike the US, which has focused
its investments on aid programs primarily
in healthcare and education, China’s
investments mainly take the form of loans
for infrastructure development. Chinese
investments are largely concentrated in the
transport and energy sectors, and China is
involved in building railways in nations like
Nigeria, Kenya, Ethiopia, and Zambia. For
instance, the Chinese Export-Import Bank
provided 85 percent of the funding for the
$475 million Addis Ababa Light Rail, which
serves 4 million of the city’s residents.
In September, as the Forum on

Per-anders pattersson / crobis news / via Getty Images

Residents next to the construction site of the new African Union Buildings built for free by the Chinese. Chinese
companies are investing all over Africa and in Ethiopia they are mainly occupied with infrastructure projects.

China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC)
opened in Beijing, President Xi announced
that China would provide $60 billion in
financial support to Africa, including credit
lines, grants and investment financing.
The investment plan has drawn criticism,
however, as it could burden poorer and
emerging African nations with unsustainable
levels of debt.
The joint statement from the
FOCAC Summit also sends a clear political
message to the U.S. Both African nations
and China have pledged their support for
an open world economy and the multilateral
trade system, which goes against the Trump
administration’s “America-first” trade policies.
For the past few years, calls for
the U.S. and China to cooperate on security
and development issues in Africa have
become increasingly popular. Both Beijing
and Washington have vested political and
economic interests in Africa, particularly in
commercial investment, which make peace
and stability imperative. In addition, a stable
and prosperous Africa will provide both the

U.S. and China more investment and trade
opportunities.
The fundamental cause of
inadequate U.S.-China cooperation in
Africa is an underlying sense of zero-sum
competition between the two powers on
the continent. Indeed, the recent creation
of USIDFC seems to move closer to
a conflictive, rather than cooperative,
partnership between the two largest
economies of the world.
Additionally, the morality of
foreign direct investment by either party
still remains in question. Are investments
in foreign development inherently driven
by a quest for global dominance? Does the
lasting harm they do to developing nations
outweigh their benefits? And if so, will host
countries be able shift the power dynamic
and decrease their dependence on foreign
powers in the future?
These important questions remain
on the horizon as the foreign investment
landscape in Africa continues to transform.

TRUMP vs JPCOA: IRANIAN
ECONOMY CRIPPLED BY
U.S. SANCTIONS
BY Addie Allen

T

aFP / VIA Getty Images

A man takes a glance at a newspaper with a picture of US president Donald Trump on the front
page, in the capital Tehran on July 31, 2018.

wo years ago, the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action ( JCPOA),
commonly known as the Iran Nuclear Deal, lifted economic sanctions on Iran.
On May 8th, 2018, President Donald Trump
withdrew the United States from the agreement.
The JCPOA was established to restrict
Iran’s budding nuclear program. In return,
the U.S. - joined by the four other permanent members of the U.N. Security Council,
the European Union, and Germany - agreed
to remove many of their nuclear-related sanctions on the Iranian economy. However, the
American sanctions put in place after 1979’s
Iranian Hostage Crisis (including limitations on financial transactions in the sale of
oil and the production of ballistic missiles)
remain in effect. Iran met the prerequisites
for the JCPOA deal by selling their uranium
to Russia and taking their heavy-water reac-

tor offline. The International Atomic Energy
Agency (I.A.E.A.) has confirmed Iran’s cooperation with the deal.
Trump’s withdrawal from the JCPOA will
levy two sets of sanctions on Iran. The first
set was imposed on August 7th, and it restricted Iran’s ability to purchase U.S. dollars,
trade in precious metals, and buy items related
to automobiles and aircraft carriers. The second set will be laid down on November 4th,
and it will restrict the sale of oil from Iran. After the original sanctions were lifted, the Iranian economy experienced a period of growth,
but it now faces high inflation. The tough
economic environment has also impacted the
already-precarious political situation in Iran,
with Iranian President Rouhani describing
the sanctions as “economic terrorism.” Because the sanctions are being reinstated, some
experts estimate that the market value of oil
could drop by up to two-thirds this year.
CONtINUED on the following page
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JUST THE
FACTS
WHAT IS
NAFTA?
Recently,
the
United
States, Canada, and Mexico revised the NAF TA
deal. The original NAF TA,
or North American Free
Trade Agreement, was
agreed to in 1994 and is
currently responsible for
more than $1.2 trillion in
trade.
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The sanctions could also negatively impact
Western corporations if they are forced to abandon business deals in Iran; for instance, Airbus
and Boeing stand to lose contracts worth $39
billion dollars. Now, many businesses and companies are concerned about doing any trade with
Iran for fear of repercussions from the U.S.
Trump explained the withdrawal from the deal
by saying that Iran has used billions of dollars to
“build nuclear-capable missiles, increase internal
repression, finance terrorism, and fund havoc and
slaughter in Syria and Yemen.” This reasoning also
means that it is unlikely that the Trump administration will choose to relax sanctions in the near
future, since U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo

has demanded that Iran discontinue their support of rebel groups such as the Houthi in Yemen in order to see an easing of sanctions. Outraged Iranian officials see these restrictions on
Iranian military action abroad as comparable to
an American attempt to effect regime change in
Iran. They rejected offers for a meeting between
Trump and Iranian President Hassan Rouhani
to discuss the future of the nuclear deal.
The other members who signed the JCPOA
vehemently disagreed with President Trump’s decision to withdraw. Leaders like French President
Emmanuel Macron, German Chancellor Angela
Merkel, and British Foreign Minister Boris Johnson urged him to remain in the agreement with

Iran. Now that the U.S. has officially left the
JCPOA, the EU is pursuing its preservation by
organizing continued oil trade with Iran.
The reapplication of sanctions on Iran could
negatively affect American national security as
well. Council on Foreign Relations Senior Fellow Philip H. Gordon said that as a result of
sanctions, “the United States could face the dilemma the JCPOA was designed to avoid: allow
the [nuclear] program to continue to expand in
the absence of international monitoring or use
military force to stop it.” Tensions remain high
in both Iran and the U.S., and will remain high
with the imposition of the second set of
sanctions on November 4th.

updates
As
part
of
Trump’s
pro-American manufacturing agenda, there will now
be a restriction insisting that
in order for a car or truck to
qualify for no tariffs, 75 percent of its components must
be manufactured in the one
of the three countries. The
deal is getting a new name:
the “USMCA”, or the United States-Mexico-Canada
Agreement. It includes better rights for employees, especially in Mexico. Despite
the new agreement, American steel tariffs will stay in
place. U.S. farmers will now
have an easier time selling
milk products, something
that is becoming increasingly difficult. Canada has
lifted some tariffs on the
products and will allow the
U.S. to have a greater market share. The deal also includes a new 63-page Intellectual Property protections
agreement. Revision of this
document is essential, especially since the technology
sector has changed dramatically in the past 25 years.

FUTURE
The leaders have agreed that
the deal must be reviewed
after six years. If all three
parties agree on the deal after those six years, the deal
will continue for a 16-year
period after that. The deal
will not start until 2020, so
the current leaders may be
out of office when it is first
revised.

PRESIDENCIA / AFP / Getty Images

Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro speaks in front of a computer used to mine cryptocurrencies at the International Science and Technology Fair in
Caracas, Venezuela

NO “MAGIC FORMULA” TO FIX
INFLATION IN VENEZUELA

BY Melani Garcia

F

or near l y t wo years, Vene zuela
has been gr appling with a se r ious economic cr isis brought
about by exponential l y increasing
hy per inflation.
Counter intuitivel y,
the cr isis began bec ause of Vene zuela’s vast oil reser ves. Oil accounts
f or near l y 95% of Vene zuela’s f oreign
tr ade re venues, so 2014’s decrease in
oil pr ices c aused the currenc y to lose
value. It also increased the difficult y
of impor ting goods, c ausing business es to increase pr ices. The wil lingness
of the go ver nment to pr int mone y in
excess and r aise the minimum wage
f or Vene zuela’s lower c lass fur ther
added to the inflation of Vene zuela’s
currenc y. These c hoices did not e ven
help the lower c lass, bec ause the mon e y the y gained quic kl y lost its value.
Inflation has aff ected not onl y
the economy, but also the communit y
in Vene zuela. W ith dy namic pr ice
c hanges, employers do not know
if the y are pay ing their employees
the r ight amount of mone y. S ince
the pr ices of products double e ver y
26 day s, it is unc lear how muc h to
pay employees so the y c an purc hase
basic e ver yday items. For example,
toilet paper, whic h costs $0.40 in
the U.S., costs 2,600,000 bolívars
- the amount of bolívars needed to
purc hase this is t wice the height
of the toilet paper itself ! Bec ause
of the outr ageous volume of mone y

needed to purc hase meat or r ice, it
has e ven been difficult to go out to
the super market and buy grocer ies.
W ith the increasing hy per inflation,
businesses have star ted hoarding
items in order to sel l them later
when the y are wor th more, as the y
the pr ices r ise too quic kl y f or them
to make a profit. W ith limitations on
the amount of available goods and
se verel y cur bed purc hasing power,
Vene zuelans aren’t getting the basic
products the y need to sur vive.
In August, President Nicolas
Maduro and the go ver n ment
c ame up with a ne w plan to sol ve
hy per inflation whic h the y c al l the
“magic al f or mula. ” The “magic al
f or mula” c hanged e ver y 100,000
bolívars into 1 so vereign bolívar.
This has facilitated the purc hase of
items without needing an outr ageous
amount of bolívars. Alt hough this
c hange has made lif e easier f or
e ver yday Vene zuelans, some predict
that if the go ver nment does not
do any thing about the current
hy per inflation situation then the
same problems wil l aff ect the ne w
currenc y. Additional l y, when the
currenc y first c ame out there was a
lot of confusion; while some people
immediatel y had access to the ne w
so vereign bolívar, others repor ted
waiting long per iods of time just to
get the mone y.
Along with this ne w f or m
of currenc y, Maduro wants to also

implement a plan that wil l help
r aise the minimum wage to 60 times
its current value. Although his
intentions seem generous, there is no
concrete plan establishing how this
would work. Many employers have
no c lue how the y wil l be able to pay
their employees the 60-f old r ise.
F inal l y, Maduro’s de valuation
plan also inc luded introducing a
cr y ptocurrenc y and he announced
that 1 petro (the denomination of
the cr y ptocurrenc y) would be equal
to the pr ice of a barrel of oil ($60, or
roughl y 3,600 so vereign bolívares).
The U.S Treasur y Depar tment has
deemed this plan a sc am, seeing it
as a desper ate attempt to defr aud
inter national investors and say ing
that investing in this ne w currenc y
shows that someone suppor ts the
dictatorship.
This economic cr isis has
dr iven many Vene zuelans out of their
hometowns, and Vene zuelans have
poured into near by countr ies like
Per u, Colombia, Chile, and Ecuador.
The need f or basic supplies and saf e
conditions in hospitals (inc luding
adequate lighting and working
tec hnolog y) has f orced people to
leave their homes and look f or a
better lif e. In order f or Vene zuela to
stabiliz e, the go ver nment needs to
come up with an ac hie vable solution
that wil l help eliminate the countr y ’s
hy per inflation.
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A view of a Sebeta town as life normalizes in Ethiopia after the declaration of state of emergency over anti government protests
turned into a violence, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
BY Phineas Walsh

I

n the summer of
2018, Hailemariam
Desalegn did something world leaders seldom do: he resigned from
his position of Prime
Minister of Ethiopia.
He left his post with
Ethiopia in shambles
and with the possibility of civil war. Ethiopia
had earned a reputation
with civil rights groups
who vehemently criticized Ethiopian regimes
for silencing opposition
leaders and restricting
internet and television

ETHNIC VIOLENCE

access. However,
the largest problem that has faced
modern Ethiopia
continues to be ethnic violence.
On April 2, 2018,
Ethiopia elected Abiy
Ahmed to be its next prime
minister. The charismatic
42 year-old was not slow
to enact policy reforms.
In the following month,
Ahmed freed thousand of
political leaders, journalists,
and others who had been
unjustly imprisoned for
exercising free speech. On
June 5, Ahmed lifted the
state of emergency declared

Brazilian Elections
continued from page 1
These strong positions have
helped him gain a lot of attention. Bolsonaro is also a controversial candidate because he has
been accused of discrimination
towards blacks and women. He
has compared homosexuality to
pedophilia and once told a woman she was too ugly for her to be
raped. Even though his polling
dropped below 50% for female
voters after making a comment
justifying sexism, Bolsonaro is
still polling at an overall 59%
with his next closest opponent at
41%.
Bolsonaro will face Fernando
Haddad, a far left-wing candidate who represents the Workers’
Party, in the second round of the
election. Founded in 1980, the
party prioritizes democracy and
a decentralized economy. It also
focuses on the shift from capitalism to socialism. Haddad served
as the mayor of São Paulo and
has worked as an education minister for the majority of his career. He became the replacement
candidate for former President
Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, who

IN ETHIOPIA

by his predecessor
and came to a peace
agreement with
Ethiopia’s neighbor,
Eritrea, ending the conflict
between the two nations
that began over twenty years
ago.
However, Prime
Minister Ahmed’s mass
exoneration of exiled leaders
and organizations has led to
political complications, says
Yoseph Mulugeta Badwaza,
the Program Officer for
Ethiopia at Freedom House.
According to Badwaza,

served as president from 20032011. Earlier this year, Lula da
Silva was convicted of money
laundering and sentenced to 12
years in jail. Though he had a
lead of over 20 points lead polls,
he was banned from ever running
for president again. His absence
left an opening for a different
Workers’ Party presidential candidate, so Haddad switched from
running for vice president to
president. Under the Brazilian
structure of voting, a presidential
candidate must receive at least
50% of the votes to win without
a second round of voting. Bolsonaro garnered 46% of the vote,
with Haddad trailing behind at
29%. Since neither Bolsorano or
Haddad received enough support
from the voters, these top two
candidates have entered into a
run-off.
Continued corruption within the Brazilian government has
dominated the election. President Tremer came into office
after his predecessor’s impeachment on charges of tampering
with government accounts, but
he himself has been charged with
bribery and money laundering.

the Ahmed regime did
not hold back reparation
efforts: “The government
created all sorts of privileges
for these people, granting
security and media
access and organizing
this elaborate welcome
ceremony, which gave them
a boost.” Yoseph Badwaza,
who testified before a
congressional subcommittee
this month, went on to
say, “I think there was

He has survived two congressional votes against him, and,
according to a recent polls, only
13% of the Brazilian population
supports the current government.
The current presidential election has caused a wide divisions
among the Brazilian people. Brazil has long been plagued with
gun violence; 60,000 people were
killed there in 2017, making it
one of the most dangerous countries in the world. According to
a recent BBC article, a gun shop
owner in Brazil stated, “there’s
total disorder and chaos in this
country—we’ve reached a limit.
It’s practically civil war.” Recent
support for looser gun restrictions has stemmed from the lack
of protection from the government. Some citizens feel like the
government is being complacent
and does not offer the protection
needed. Countering Bolsonaro’s attempts to loosen gun laws,
Haddad believes they should be
stricter.
Fernando Haddad enters the
second round of the election far
behind Bolsonaro,
foreshadowing a conservative return to
power after 16 years of left-wing
government.

no real anticipation that
the addition of these new
political voices would kind
of dwarf the government’s
voice or progress on the
reform effort.”
People such as Badwaza argue that these reforms, although a step
in the right direction,
were executed too hastily.
Those who believe that
the current Ethiopian regime is guilty of overcorrection in this way often
point to the Oromo Liberation Front. The OML
is a militant group that
has represented the Oromo people during times
of civil conflict.
Riots this September
in the streets of Addis Ababa coincided
with the return of about
1,500 Oromo fighters.
Ethiopians
everywhere
began to see the flag of
Oromia painted on walls.
They also saw a dramatic spike in deaths and
displacement of families.
On the day of the fighters’ return, 20 people were
killed in an Oromo town
and 35 people were killed
in Addis Ababa. Violence
continued in the following days, accompanied by
demonstrations that led
to casualties and arrests
of their own.
Although Ahmed did
take action, some have
received his response
to the recent spike in
violence negatively. Accusations that the extensive arrests following the
civil unrest may be a ploy

to protect the regime’s
image are gaining traction. This September, the
New York Times reported
that 1,000 of the 12,000
detained citizens were
guilty of petty crimes
unrelated to the violence
and were therefore not
guilty of civil unrest.
The following month
Ethiopia once again
made headlines as ethnic brutalities continued.
UN agencies report that
nearly one million people have been displaced
in southern Ethiopia
since April of this year.
OLF support continues
to grow and flags bearing
the colors of Oromia are
increasingly common in
the streets of Addis Ababa.
However, there is reason for optimism in
Ethiopia. Ahmed recently made significant
changes to his cabinet,
half of which is now female. He also created a
department charged with
restoring order in Ethiopia. Ahmed has struggled
to deal with the ethnic
violence in his country,
but his continued reform
efforts and compliance
with the United Nations
gives reason for hope to
the people of Ethiopia.

MAURO PIMENTEL /AFP / Getty Images

Brazilian presidential candidate for the Workers Party (PT) Fernando
Haddad speaks next to a sign reading ‘Marielle Franco Street.’
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INTELLIGENCE OR INCOMPETENCE?
EXPOSING RUSSIAN ATTACKS ON THE WEST
BY Neil Shen

R

ussia’s foreign military intelligence
agency, commonly
referred to as the GRU,
has always been secretive. At the height of the
Soviet Union, it was so
shrouded in mystery that
even the General Secretary, the leader of the
USSR, was required to
undergo security screening before entering its
headquarters. Though the
intelligence service of the
modern Russian Federation remains as enigmatic
as its Soviet counterpart,
traces of GRU activities are showing up more
and more frequently. On
October 4th, authorities
in the U.S, the U.K, the
Netherlands, and Australia jointly issued allegations accusing the
GRU of a wide array of
attempted attacks, both
physical and digital.
Most prominent
of these accusations was the

attempted assassination of
former Russian intelligence
operative turned double
agent Sergei Skripal with
powerful Novichok nerve
agents in March 2018.
Though the Kremlin and
the GRU vehemently deny
any involvement with the
poisoning, British officials
identified two Russian
nationals, both officers in
the GRU, as likely culprits
and have declared that “a
senior level of the Russian
state… almost certainly”
approved the poisoning.
If the goal of the GRU
was to eliminate a former
double agent, they failed
miserably; not only did they
not eliminate their target,
they drew the attention and
the criticism from much of
the world. Sanctions were
immediately levied upon
Russia’s already faltering
economy, the effects of
which will surely be severe.
The U.S. announced that
the new sanctions will
target aspects of the Russian
aviation, oil, and gas sectors

related to technology and
national security. It is
evident that as the world
powers begin to fully
understand the damaging
operations of the GRU, they
will take action to prevent
further gain of power
through Russian espionage.
Though the
poisoning of Mr. Skripal
was one of the most widelypublicized attacks carried
out by the GRU in recent
years, they have also been
accused of carrying out a
wide range of other attacks.
In 2017, they allegedly
hacked much of Ukraine’s
electronic infrastructure,
temporarily disabling
ATMs, hospitals, and gas
stations across the country
and causing $10 billion
worth of damage. The attack
in Ukraine was carried out
with ransomware, which
encrypted a media outlet’s
sensitive information
and demanded payment
in return for the files.
British Foreign Secretary
Jeremy Hunt described

Alexander Ryumin \ TASS via Getty Images

Petya ransomware virus hit computers of companies in Russia, Ukraine, and other countries in a
cyber attack.
the attacks as “reckless and
indiscriminate,” pointing
out that the GRU’s attacks
not only try to undermine
elections and media outlets
in other countries, but
also inadvertently damage
Russian companies. In
addition to this attack
on Ukraine, the GRU is
believed to be responsible
for Russian meddling in
the 2016 US election.
The Russian hacker group
“Fancy Bear” leaked the
contents Democratic
Party’s mail server in 2016.

There was also a plethora
of unsuccessful attempted
cyberattacks, including
one aiming to hack into
the Organization for the
Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons, or the OPCW, in
April of this year.
The very
existence of the GRU,
and the nature of their
alleged attacks, proves
that Russia’s espionage
ambitions extend far beyond
common international law.
Many Russian citizens
do not entirely believe

While the majority of publicized
military
activity
is concentrated in
the Middle East, the
U.S. has undertaken
a significant effort to
withdraw U.S. troops
from the area. U.S.
forces are gradually
pulling out of Afghanistan, and many
bases built during the
Reagan administration have been closed.
The U.S. still, however, maintains a sizable
international
presence, centered mostly in European and
East Asian countries.
The five non-Middle Eastern countries
with most American
troops deployed are,
in descending order:
Japan with 53,660
active duty personChris Hondros / Getty Images
nel, Germany with
A US Army Chinook helicopter flies October 6, 2009 over Forward Operating Base Zerok in Paktika province, Afghanistan.
35,369, South Korea with 26,045, Itthe size and location of the U.S.
aly with 12,645, and
forces difficult. The Department the United Kingdom with 9,132.
of Defense publishes the “DoD While in past years, information
Personnel, Workforce Reports & regarding the U.S. military presTHE U.S. MILITARY PRESENCE THROUGHOUT THE WORLD Publications” on quarterly basis, ence in the Middle East has been
detailing troop deployment num- included in the personnel report,
bers by country, personal num- this is no longer the case. The most
bers, as well as “strength chang- recent troop numbers in Afghansoil. Due, in part, to the classi- es”. However, there has been no
BY Jack O’Neil
istan, Iraq, and Syria have not
fied nature of these operations, quarterly update since June 2018.
been reported, stating that, “with
he United States Armed troop numbers historically have
According to the data from Sep- ongoing operations, any quesForces maintain a strong been difficult to estimate. What
tember 2017, there is a combined tions concerning DoD personnel
presence around the world, is known is that, ever since the
1,336,535 soldiers stationed both strength numbers are deferred to
with dozens of full-scale military late 1960s, when U.S. involvement
overseas and within the United OSD Public Affairs/Joint Chiefs
bases across Europe, East Asia worldwide reached an all-time
States, and an additional com- of Staff ”. The main difference beand the Middle East, as well as high, the U.S. has been decreasbined total of 801,208 reserve sol- tween bases throughout Europe
hundreds of so-called “lily pads.” ing troop numbers throughout the
diers stationed both overseas and and bases in the Middle East is
These are small outposts of which world. In recent months, however,
in the states.
that many European deployments
the U.S. military has began relying the Pentagon has withheld exare part of joint-training exercismore and more as the public calls act figures, making determining
es conducted by foreign militaries
for closing more bases on foreign

HERE, THERE, AND EVERYWHERE:

T

the GRU’s denials about
the attacks, but that will
not stop the government
from continuing its efforts
to strengthen Russian
influence around the
world. As seen in the past,
the GRU is not afraid to
manipulate foreign media
and technology through
cyberattacks. However, these
attacks will continue to
widen the chasm between
Russia and the West.

throughout the world. Last year,
U.S. resumed troop involvement
in Key Resolve and Foal Eagle, the
annual training exercises in South
Korea. According to Lieutenant
Colonel Christopher Logan, these
“exercises are defense-oriented”.
Similarly, the US has maintained
a defensive presence in Japan since
the end of WWII due to its proximity to North Korea and China. Japan, under the post-WWII
agreements, is barred from maintaining a military with offensive
capabilities, and maintains close
ties with the U.S. for military support.
The most common deployment
location of U.S. troops is, however, within the United States
itself. As of September 2017, there
were over one million active duty
U.S. troops stationed throughout
the country, and another 778,000
soldiers in the reserves or in the
National Guard. These active
duty soldiers are mainly concentrated in California, with over
160,000 troops, and Texas, with
over 118,000 troops. Most of these
troops are stationed within the
United States on military bases
and training centers, as the federal
armed forces has little jurisdiction
to enforce domestic issues. Instead,
this role falls to the members of
the National Guard.
While the U.S. has concentrated
most of its efforts towards military scale-back within the Middle East, there has been a push over
the last decade, largely by countries
with U.S. military bases, to curtail
U.S. military presence throughout
the world. The current presidential
administration, despite an early
push for a noninterventionist foreign policy, has instead expanded
the military worldwide, thus leaving the future of U.S. foreign military presence uncertain.
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OPINION

HOW SHOULD THE WORLD RESPOND
TO JAMAL KHASHOGGI’S MURDER?

MOHAMMED AL-SHAIKH /AFP / Getty Images

Jamal Khashoggi looks on during a press conference in the Bahraini capital Manama.
By Ryan T. Sedegat

S

audi journalist Jamal Khashoggi disappeared in the Saudi Arabian embassy in Istanbul, Turkey.
Khashoggi had been a vocal critic of
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed Bin
Salam, better known as M.B.S. Once
friendly with the Saudi royal family, he
began to oppose the direction that Salam
had been moving Saudi Arabia. He
lived in self-imposed exile in the United States and wrote for the Washington

Post. It is widely believed in the international community that he was murdered
by Saudi operatives – at the direction of
M.B.S. The descriptions are gruesome
– beheaded, dismembered with a bone
saw, and his body quickly disposed of.
While Saudi Arabia at first firmly denied that it was involved, claiming their
intelligence believes he is still alive, it
has backed down at the presentation of
increasingly damning evidence. This evidence is being slowly leaked by Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

Erdogan is often criticized for human
rights violations under his watch, with
countless journalists detained and over
a hundred news outlets that were not
aligned with his government shutdown.
These moves followed a failed coup
in 2016, and caused Turkey’s standing
with both its Arab and Western allies to
fall. Amid a weak economy, it appeared
that Erdogan was attempting to use the
evidence to gain a favorable deal with
possible financial incentives designed to
aid the flailing Turkish economy from
Saudi Arabia. However, as the evidence
trickles – keeping the disappearance in
the headlines – it seems that Erdogan is
going after Salam’s jugular. M.B.S. has
already made questionable moves that
put him at odds with many, despite his
optimistic Saudi Vision 2030, which set
out to remove Saudi Arabia’s economic
dependence on oil by diversifying and
modernizing its economy. M.B.S. also
carries with him the toll of the Yemeni
Civil War, an ongoing conflict that has
evolved into a proxy war between Saudi Arabia and Iran. The Crown Prince’s
involvement in the civil war has led to
a humanitarian disaster just south of his
borders and has received widespread, international condemnation for Saudi actions in Yemen. Combined with the dis-

appearance of Khashoggi, critics across
the globe have called for the resignation
of M.B.S. from political office due to
his untenable human rights record.
It should not be forgotten,
however, that Erdogan is using the
Crown Prince’s misstep to divert
the focus away from his failings in
Turkey. Erdogan is betting on the
fact that the United States as well
as prominent EU countries such as
the UK, Germany, and France, will
condemn Saudi Arabia – hurting its
economic goals and foreign agenda in
the process. W hile the West should
distance itself from M.B.S in the
wake of this egregious violation of
human rights, it should not forget
the human rights violations that
have occurred at Erdogan’s hands.
Since the 20th centur y, the West
has prided itself as a defender of
the liberal values of free speech and
human rights – and it should make a
point to uphold those values in the
era of globalism. The international
community must act swiftly to put
in place measures that will curtail
the actions of both Mohammed Bin
Salam and Erdogan.

NEW ZEALAND’S MISGUIDED
BORDER CONTROL POLICIES
By Jack Palfrey

N

ew Zealand has fallen victim to no more
than one terrorist attack in the last three decades.
Yet they voted on Friday to
institute one of the most unnecessar y border privacy policies anywhere in the world.
People wanting to enter New
Zealand now must turn over
their phone passwords or
face a $3,200 fine. W hile this
move is in an effort to prevent terror in the countr y, it
will make entering the countr y, which receives millions of
tourists ever y year, a lot more
difficult. Their decision to institute this security method
seems desperate and slightly
ill-informed. In a nation like
France, still recovering from
the horrific events that have
unfolded in Paris and Nice, a
measure like this one would
potentially be practical, at
least for the time being. In
New Zealand, a countr y with
a ver y low terror threat, it
doesn’t make sense. Anyone
with intentions to carr y out
an attack against New Zea-

land could easily think up
multiple paths to get around
this slightly absurd law. In today ’s world, it would not be all
that difficult to travel with a
wiped phone but keep data in
the cloud. Once they have given over their phone password,
they could simply redownload
it and access it on the other
side. Or simply change their
passcode. Or pay the undersized fine. New Zealand officials have made it clear that
travelers may still be subject
to the fine if they do not turn
over their phone password.
W hile this restriction may be
easy to get around, that still
isn’t its biggest flaw. In the
aftermath of the San Bernadino shootings a year ago, an
interesting privacy issue arose.
The FBI spent over $1 million unlocking the shooter’s
iPhone. Naturally, journalists
and politicians erupted, and
countries around looked for
ways to prevent this disaster
from occurring. And for ways
to prevent spending millions
in taxpayer dollars. If the people responsible for the attack

“I think most people would feel that getting
access to someone’s phone or someone’s
device is an encroachment on privacy”
- Kris Faafoi, new Customs Minister

PETER PARKS / AFP/ Getty
had been required to turn over
An Air New Zealand plane takes off from the airport in Sydney on August 23, 2017.
their phone passwords upon
entering the countr y, we may have had an eas- amples of states implement- ple store massive amounts of
ier time accessing their cell ing anti-terrorism measures personal data on cell phones,
phone. That approach would that possibly angered the cit- the countr y of New Zealand
only have worked if the US izens they were implement- will have access to millions
had obtained passwords with- ed to protect. For instance, of lives while this policy is
out advertising it to the entire the Patriot Act was one that in place. All in a countr y that
world. However, New Zea- caused political uproar in the has had one terrorist attack
land has slapped its name all United States. It allowed NSA since 1986. New Zealand ’s
over ever y major news source officials to listen to American leadership is taking a safe apin the world with this policy citizens’ phone calls for sur- proach to the terror threat, to
change. Privacy is a recur- veillance purposes. New Zea- say the least. It is an approach
ring problem in this digital land officials have suggested that may ver y well cause more
age. The new Customs Min- that they will only search a harm and distaste from the
ister in New Zealand, Kris ver y small percentage of pas- ver y people it is designed to
Faafoi, said recently, “I think senger’s phones. Still, having protect than the people it is
most people would feel that the ability to at any time ac- designed to protect against.
getting access to someone’s cess ver y personal information
phone or someone’s device is of millions of individuals is
an encroachment on privacy.” without question an infringeHe’s right. We have seen ex- ment of privacy. Many peo-

