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Canada’s Prime Minister Justin Trudeau attends a news conference on March 7, 2019 in Ottawa, Canada.

TRUDEAU’S FALL FROM GRACE

By LUKE NAPOLITANO

In a shocking turn of events for
the usually scandal-free country,
Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau was accused last month
of interference in an ongoing corruption case in the nation’s parliamentary court. The Canadian newspaper Globe and Mail’s damning
report in February outlined the
case surrounding engineering firm
SNC-Lavalin and their attempts
to bribe Libyan officials during the
reign of Muammar Quaddafi.
The Royal Canadian Mounted Police led the accusation, accusing
SNC-Lavalin of bribes upwards of
$40 million in Libya for contracts.
If the prosecution were to succeed,

SNC-Lavalin would be unable to
accept government contracts for
10 years, essentially firing the 9000
people currently employed by the
firm. This loss in employment would
necessitate the creation of more
firms quickly, a situation that puts
stress on the Canadian economy.
This harsh penalty was unacceptable for SNC-Lavalin and in 2015,
they lobbied with Trudeau’s Liberal
Party and prosecutors to get a lighter sentence. Yet prosecutors rejected
this plea and decided to continue
with their punishment. Attorney
General Jody Wilson-Raybould
stood by this prosecution, drawing
the ire of Trudeau and his office.
The interference charges leveled
against Trudeau accuse him and

his aides of not only pressuring
Wilson-Raybould to settle the
case against SNC-Lavalin, but
also demoting Wilson-Raybould
to the department of Veteran Affairs, a position she soon resigned
from, when she refused to do so.
In her scathing four-hour testimony, Wilson-Raybould described
that through the course of meetings, conversations, and emails, it
became clear to her that Trudeau’s
cabinet was placing this pressure on
her and when she advised them to
not pressure her decision, she was
then demoted. Trudeau and his office deny any wrongdoing, saying
that their actions have always been
in the best interest of the Canadian
people and economy, but the peo-

ple have spoken. A recent national
poll placed approval of Trudeau at
a shocking 40%, a far cry from the
praise Trudeau received in his early
months in office for being a strong
feminist with a gender-balanced
cabinet. Furthermore, as approval ratings have continued to fall,
high-profile members of Trudeau’s
cabinet have resigned, such as key
political advisor Gerald Butts, further harming Trudeau’s chances for
reelection.
This blow to Trudeau’s image has
made him the enemy of more than
a few key demographics in Canada.
CONtINUED as
“TRUDEAU’S SCANDAL” ON PAGE
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S-400 Triumf surface-to-air missile systems as an anti-aircraft military
unit of the Russian Air Force and the Russian Southern Military
District enters combat duty near the Crimean town of Dzhankoy twelve
miles away from the Ukrainian border.

ince the purchase of the S-400 anti-aircraft
missiles from Russia, Turkey
has been at odds with many of its
allies. The North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) is an international alliance of 29 states from
North America and Europe, Turkey being one of them. The organization has been developing the
F-35 stealth jet, which is currently
the most advanced warplane in the
US arsenal. Turkey has purchased
the jet and is expecting to receive
it. However, the deal with Russia
for the S-400 missiles has caused
NATO to deny Turkey the jets.
Russia is not a part of
NATO, as the alliance was formed
in 1949 to directly oppose the

Soviet Union, but the two parties
have officially been on neutral
terms since signing the Founding
Act on Mutual Relations in
1997. Lately, the competition for
military dominance has established
Russia as one of the alliance’s
main adversaries. The S-400
missile defense system Russia has
developed is very powerful and
could potentially take down the
F-35.

CONtINUED as “TURKEY’S MISSILE
DEAL” ON PAGE 6
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Supporters of Julian Assange gather outside Westminster Magistrates Court where the WikiLeaks founder appears in custody following his arrest on 11 April, 2019 in London, England.

JULIAN ASSANGE ARRESTED IN LONDON

By Keishi Kimura

J

ulian Assange, the man behind
Wikileaks, was recently arrested
in London. After “ bad behavior”
towards off icials at the Ecuadorian
embassy, Ecuador revoked Assange’s
immunity and invited British and
American forces to remove him. His
“ bad behavior” included riding scooters and playing soccer indoors, using
loudspeakers, and allegedly smearing
feces on the wall. On April 11, British
police entered the Ecuadorian embassy in London, where Assange had been
residing for seven years, and hustled
him into a police van. He now faces
criminal charges in the UK, as well as
an extradition request from the United

States government.
Assange has been accused of two crimes:
skipping bail in the UK and conspiring to
steal military secrets in the US. The first relates to Assange breaking the terms of his
bail after seeking asylum in the Ecuadorian
embassy in 2012. The second is perhaps more
controversial. WikiLeaks as an organization
classifies itself as a news reporting agency.
WikiLeaks’ official position is that is does
not steal classified information, but instead
reports on it. In 2010, Chelsea Manning secretly downloaded 400,000 files about the
Iraq war. The US government alleges Assange conspired “to assist Manning in cracking a password” on classified Department
of Defense computer systems. Reportedly,
he additionally urged Manning to
continue downloading information
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illegally after she had begun. Barry Pollack,
Assange’s lawyer, claims the charges the US
is levying against Assange “boil down to encouraging a source to provide him information and taking efforts to protect the identify
of that source. Journalists around the world
should be deeply troubled by these unprecedented criminal charges.” However, if the
American government can prove that Assange aided Manning in cracking a password
to access government data, they will likely be
able to convict him.
Assange is a topic of controversy within
the United States not only because of his role
in Manning’s breach, but also because of his
involvement in Russian attempts to influence
the 2016 election. Wikileaks published files
and data that Russia’s military intelligence
agency, the GRU, had hacked from Demo-

cratic Party servers and the personal email
account of John Podesta, Hillary Clinton’s
campaign manager. According to the Mueller Report, Wikileaks communicated with
several advisors to the Trump campaign, as
well as front organizations for the GRU, like
DCLeaks and Guccifer 2.0; it later tried to
cover up its contact with the GRU. Assange
and Wikileaks played a key role in Russia’s
attempt to influence the 2016 election, and
continued investigations into the organization’s involvement in the election will likely
play a significant role in Assange’s trial if he
is extradited to the United States.

TRUDEAU’S SCANDAL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
As a candidate who campaigned on
transparency and ethnic and gender equality in his cabinet, the demotion of Wilson-Raybould, an indigenous woman,
harmed Trudeau. Both indigenous and
feminist groups protested against Trudeau’s
actions, with 30 women turning their backs
to Trudeau in the House of Commons at
an event in early April. The scandal has
also drawn increased attention to Trudeau’s
failure to address the issues facing indigenous Canadians during his time in office.
Addressing the historic mistreatment of
the indigenous communities within Can-

ada was a major part of Trudeau’s promises
for reform, but after recent events, as well
as a host of resignations and slow actions,
faith in Trudeau’s ability has been rattled.
Conservatives have seized on the decrease
in faith in Trudeau to promote their own
ideas and candidates for the upcoming
election. After Wilson-Raybould’s testimony, the head of the Conservative Party,
Andrew Scheer, called for Trudeau’s resignation, even going as far as to demand
an investigation into Trudeau’s office on
charges of obstruction. While Trudeau’s
Liberal Party has pushed back hard against
this, the threat to Trudeau’s reelection is obvious. As election day approaches in Can-

ada and the outcomes of the cases against
SNC-Lavalin and Trudeau become more
clear, Trudeau’s position as Prime Minister
remains in jeopardy. Viewed as a fall from
grace for Canada’s golden child, the case
against Trudeau defines the cracks in his
relatively spotless reputation. If he hopes to
continue in his role as PM, Trudeau must
step up to the plate and work even harder
to achieve the transparent, equitable, and
just government he promised to the Canadian people.
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TAPPING OF FIBER-OPTIC CABLES

U

nderneath the ocean, hundreds of
fiber-optic wires cross the Earth,
transporting the majority of calls,
emails, and texts from shore to shore. Every
day, $10 trillion worth of financial transactions are organized and discussed using
these cables. According to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 99% of
all international communications are done
through these lines. They are used by civilians, professionals, and government workers alike. Although these cables are vital to
modern life, they are not secured and may be
vulnerable to tapping.
Recently, Russian vessels have been
lurking around the cables, raising concerns that the Russian government may
be planning to tamper with the lines.
Beginning in 2014, Russia has been
modernizing their submarine f leet,
and, since then, they have overhauled
13 submarines out of their f leet of 60.
These submarines are designed to work
on the ocean f loor and have been increasingly active near the cables.
In the past few months, the US Nav y
has sent sorties to areas in which Russian submarines have been present, according to public transport trackers.
These trackers show that 10 missions
were carried out by submarine-tracking
planes in December 2017 alone.
Although it is not conf irmed that the
Russian submarines have the capacity

to tap the lines, many suspect that they
are at least gearing up to do so, and the
technology does exist. The USS Jimmy
Carter, an American submarine f irst
launched in 2004, can tap the lines; despite this capability, it does not do so
regularly, since the United States can
obtain the same information lawfully
and more easily on land.
There have also been larger Russian
ships prowling around the lines. Russia’s most notable spy ship is the Yantar,
a 354-foot vessel that carries high-tech
surveillance equipment such as a remotely controlled underwater vehicle,
as well as two manned submersibles
that can dive 6,000 feet deep, which is
twice the amount needed to reach the
cables under the sea-f loor. At this time,
the submersibles can only damage the
cables, and likely do not have the capacity to tap lines.
However, the Yantar has caused concerns in the past. On October 28th,
2016, a Syrian telecom company requested that a cable running underneath the Mediterranean be repaired.
The Yantar arrived to the site a day
before the maintenance began, and left
two days before it ended. It is still unclear what the ship was doing at the
site.
Although the Russian vessels may
not
currently have the capacity to

tap the cables, American lawmakers
are still concerned that the ships are
laying the groundwork for future unlawful activity. If the lines were severed, it would negatively affect civilians by cutting off the worldwide web,
in addition to being a major threat to
government security. According to a
study at Harvard University, the Defense Information System Agency uses
the cables for 95% of their strategic
communications.
ANDER GILLENEA / STRINGER / GETTY IMAGES
In the National Defense AuthorizaCable operator at Arrietara beach June 12, 2017.
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2018, the US
government authorized $250 million
shore and relatively easy to f ix. If lines
for the building of a ship that can lay
new cables and repair broken or dam- were cut in the middle of the Atlantic,
aged lines in case of an attack or acci- it would completely cut off usage for
dent. Currently, the only active Ameri- days.
Since many of the lines are owned by
can cable ship is the USNS Zeus, which
private
companies such as Google and
was built in 1984.
Microsoft,
cutting the lines could also
There are 620,000 miles worth of
be
devastating
to the global economy.
cable running beneath the sea, and to
Facebook
and
Google
house much of
completely cut off the United States
their
data
overseas,
and
if the f iber-opfrom the rest of the world, at least 18
tic
cables
were
cut,
these
companies
lines would need to be cut in the North
would
suffer
major
losses.
Atlantic alone, as well as many conWhether Russia is planning to cut
necting the US to South America.
the
lines or tap them, using either subAlthough it would be diff icult to
marines
or spy ships, the unusual activcompletely cut off the United States,
ity
is
still
concerning and will certainly
even damaged lines can present a prestay
on
NATO’s
radar in the coming
dicament. Lines have been damaged
months.
by ships dragging their anchors in the
past, but these have often been close to
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People show their voter IDs as they stand in queues to cast their votes during the fourth phase of Lok Sabha elections, at Mandar on April 29, 2019 in Lohardaga, India.

By Ralph Lamb

A

THE LARGEST ELECTION IN
HISTORY

On April 11th, Indian voters
went to the polls. However, instead of an election that lasts a
few days or even a few weeks, the 900
million votes will not be counted until
May 23rd. In a country this large and
populous, it is understandable that the
democratic process is fraught with issues. However, beyond the usual logistics, India’s ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) seems to be engaging in
underhanded techniques to boost its
chances of success.
As a politician, Narendra Modi has long
cultivated his public image. Presenting himself as a yoga master (and a fashionable one
at that), he often hosts his own radio shows
in order to communicate to the public. Yet

the voters remain deeply unhappy with the
ruling prime minister’s policies. Although
Modi has promised to instill many policies
such as subsidies for farmers and a nationalized healthcare program, the actual infrastructure itself has been slow in coming. As a
result, although his approval ratings are still
at 46%, much of the country is discontented
and urges for reform.
In such a country like India, with 22 main
languages, hundreds of smaller ones, and
even more political parties, regional parties
are quite popular and can often dominate
certain provinces. As a result, anyone looking for success must first gain the endorsement of many shrewd local political leaders.
Although they each have their own personal platforms on which they attract voters in

their hometowns and provinces, all of that
can be quickly abandoned when it comes
to whom to support. According to the close
aides of party leaders in several states, their
leaders are “completely indifferent to who
wins the national election.” Instead, these
politicians are often ambivalent and vacillating until they find a party that gives them
clear preferential treatment. Then, and only
then, do they give their support.
Apart from local leaders, Modi’s main opposition lies within the Nationalist Congress
Party, a social democratic party led by Rahul
Gandhi. To address his popularity the BJP
has swiftly taken action; as the election approaches, allegations that Gandhi is a lowcaste Hindu and alleged corruption scandals
have suddenly opened. Other politicians in

the Congress party have also seen allegations
from the last election mysteriously spring
back to life. There are other examples of suspected BJP corruption as well; for instance,
a secret recording discovered in February
allegedly revealed that a BJP leader had offered bribes to state legislators in exchange
for switching parties.
The BJP, however, is far from the only
party utilizing underhanded political techniques. There have been reports in West
Bengal that the ruling party there had attacked supporters of the BJP In a political
environment where thugs threaten to cut off
people’s hands should they “fly a BJP flag,”
this election’s results could prove tumultuous.
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ARGENTINA TAKES A DIVE

JUAN MABROMATA / GETTY IMAGES
People pass by a buy-sell board of a bureau de exchange in Buenos Aires, on April 25, 2019.

BY Sophie Liu

I

n the last two years, Argentina has
faced monetary policy mismanagement, a slow pace of economic rebalancing, and an untimely agricultural
drought, which together sparked an epic
currency crisis. As a result, the peso lost
more than half of its value and the IMF
doled out the largest bailout program in
its history. According to a preliminary
report from the government’s Finance
Ministry, the national debt currently
stands at US$ 321 billion. When accounting for currency devaluations, that
is a phenomenal 99.5% of GDP.
The country’s economy has been beleaguered by chronic problems. It has
shrunk in four out of the past seven
years; in the past 60, Argentina has had
four defaults on debt, twenty-six agreements with the IMF, and two periods of
hyperinflation. And in 2018, Argentina’s
annual inflation rate reached 47.6%, its
GDP fell by 2.5%, and both unemployment and poverty rates increased. From
the economic crisis of 1982-3, which was
caused by massive external debt assumed
by the military dictatorship, to the Lost
Decade of the 1980s, which culminated
in hyperinflation of 1989; from the cataclysmic 2001 debt crisis to the default
of 2014 imposed by New York Judge
Thomas Griesa, Argentina has experienced a long chain of debt crises that
have all been induced by external indebtedness, IMF conditionality and foreign
speculation.
President Mauricio Macri took office
in December 2015, on the back of prom-

ises to reverse the interventionist policies
of his predecessor, Cristina Fernandez de
Kirchner, and get the country’s stalled
economy moving again.
Kirchner’s government had implemented a controlled exchange rate,
which limited the buying or selling of
foreign currencies. It also restricted access to US dollars in a bid to protect the
central bank’s depleting reserves, which
had been used for years to prop up the
peso. President Macri said that its economic policies would attract foreign
direct investment and lead to sustained
increases in productivity. A week after
assuming office, Macri lifted the currency controls and introduced a series
of pro-market reforms with the aim of
countering years of protectionism and
high levels of government spending, as
well as tackling double-digit inflation,
boosting exports and spurring economic
growth.
However, the Macri government was
responsible for economic mismanagement, including reforms that made it
easier for foreign speculators’ hot money
to flow out of the country and the accumulation of record trade deficits since
2016, which have further exacerbated
the debt.
The capital flight and subsequent currency crash in 2018 were fuelled by the
record indebtedness. As national debt
doubled in just three years to 70% of
GDP, the investor exodus was sparked
by nervousness about Argentina’s ability
to honour its debt payments.

In response, the government turned to
the IMF, secured a $57 billion stand-by
loan – the largest in the IMF’s history –
and agreed on a new approach to address
the country’s macroeconomic imbalances.
To meet the IMF conditions, Argentina’s central bank took an aggressive
approach to curbing inflation by drastically raising interest rates. In doing so,
it relied on two main assumptions: that
the government’s policies would put the
economy on a sustainable growth path,
and that higher interest rates would be
effective in stabilizing the price level.
Both assumptions proved to be disastrously wrong. Investment in the real
economy largely failed to materialize.
Furthermore, high interest rates attracted short-term speculative foreign capital,
making Argentina – and the peso – increasingly vulnerable to sudden shifts in
market sentiment.
While Argentina holds the record
loan from the IMF, its public spending
cuts and world’s highest interest rates (at
60%) will only lead to deepening recession and longer term debt.
Could 2019 be any worse for Mauricio
Macri than last year? It has been almost
four months since Argentina’s revamped
IMF programme was put into action. So
far this year, it has shown some signs of
improvement. The crisis of confidence
that drove the supercharged volatility
of the peso from April to September in
2018—which has played havoc on the
real economy ever since—has more or

less disappeared.
Most believe the economy has now
hit the bottom. The upcoming harvest
promises to be much better, as last year’s
drought is now past. Argentine exports
are benefiting from Brazil’s stronger currency and economic recovery. And energy is booming: the Vaca Muerta oil fields
proving richer and more productive than
expected.
Argentinians will head to the polls
on October 27, 2019, to elect their next
president, as well as members of the national Congress and provincial governors.
As the debt situation will move
to center stage in 2020, due to upcoming repayments, the next government
will try to regain access to international
credit markets. However, if the economy
shows no signs of a quick take-off by
then, higher debt-rollover costs would
be a killer for Argentina’s economic recovery.
The new government would then face
two unpleasant options: the constraint
of higher debt payments, more austerity, and more recession, or a painful debt
restructuring with an uncertain outcome. Nevertheless, one thing is clear:
to be able to avoid another debt crisis,
Argentina will need sustained economic
growth. Although there is no easy solution to put the economy on a more stable
path, changing current macroeconomic
policies would at least give the country a
chance.

THURSDAY MAY 2, 2019

ECONOMY | 5

JUST THE
FACTS
ELECTION IN
INDONESIA

On April 17th this past month,
Indonesia held “one of the
most complicated single-day
elections in global histor y,” according to the Lowy Institute.
W ith an aim to cut costs, the
countr y simultaneously held
parliamentar y and regional
elections alongside the presidential election, which takes
place ever y 5 years. 81 percent
of Indonesia’s 192 million eligible voters participated in
the general elections for about
245,000 candidates, who were
running across the countr y for
political seats. This was much
higher than expected, as Indonesia’s General Election Commission (KPU) predicted voter
turnout of 77.5 percent. However, the elections process has
taken a dark turn as hundreds
of workers have fallen ill and
died after long, unattainable
work hours counting ballots by
hand.

THE CANDIDATES
Incumbent
President
Joko
Widodo and former military
general Prabowo Subianto have
faced each other for the second
time during this 2019 election,
previously having met in the
2014 elections that saw Widodo
victorious. Widodo, or “Jokowi,”
as he is widely known, has campaigned as a “man of the people”
and has reduced the country’s
poverty levels and improved infrastructure over his past 5 years
serving as president. He has
gained interest recently in implementing foreign investments,
specifically from China, which
has been met with the accusation
that he is “selling the country to
foreigners.” His opponent, Subianto, has run on an anti-slavery
platform, with the goal of reducing unemployment by creating
new jobs to sustain the Indonesian economy.

FUTURE
As of April 27, a mere ten days
after Indonesia’s election, over
270 elections officials have died
and almost 1900 others have
fallen ill due to “over-work related illnesses,” as they have to
count the millions of ballots all
by hand, according to the spokesman for the KPU. The country’s
Health Ministry insisted utmost
care for the sick election staff
and the Finance Ministry is currently working on compensation
for families of those deceased. In
this confusion as they await the
further delayed elections results,
both Jokowi and Subianto have
declared victory. The KPU will
continue to count votes through
the tragedy of their ailed staff
members, and will announce
winners of presidential, parliamentary, and regional elections
on May 22.
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The SpaceX Falcon Heavy launches from Pad 39A at the Kennedy Space Center in Florida, on February 6, 2018, on its demonstration mission.

THE MODERN DAY SPACE RACE
BY Melani Garcia

W

hen the Atlantis shuttle finally rolled to a stop at the Kennedy
Space Center in Florida on July 21,
2011, NASA formally announced the end of its
30-year Space Shuttle program, an act that left
spectators uncertain about the future of space
travel and exploration.
At the time, the shuttle program and the
International Space Station (ISS) completely
dominated NASA’s budget for human space
flight, to the point that no significant new developments were possible. From a lack of government funding and human expertise within
the agency, NASA had to give up one of the
two programs. It chose to maintain the space
station for its research potential.
In recent years, private companies have begun entering the exploration domain and are
propelling the sector forward more vigorously
and swiftly than ever before. A new space race
has begun, in which companies like SpaceX,
Blue Origin, Virgin Galactic and many more
are competing against each other and against
government organizations. The investment
firm Space Angels estimates that there are
about 303 commercial space companies in the
market now, with about one-fifth primarily developing landers and launch technology.
Unlike the first Space Race between the
United States and Russia between 1957 and
1975, this “New Space Race” is driven by a
competition for customers rather than the urge
to show dominance by being the first to achieve
a certain goal.
The main goal of these private companies is
to reduce the cost of access to space - mainly through developing reusable launchers and

spacecraft - in order to make space accessible to
people who are not specially trained astronauts.
What is especially impressive is that rockets
developed by commercial space companies may
already be more efficient than their government
counterparts; the launch success percentages
for government rockets ranges from 83 percent
to 96 percent, while commercial rockets have
success ranges between 88 percent and 99 percent.
Blue Origin and SpaceX are arguably the
two main companies that are setting the pace
for others to follow. In November 2015, the
former completed the first successful vertical
rocket landing after sending their New Shepard capsule 100 kilometers into the air. SpaceX
landed its own rocket a month later, with a
craft twice as heavy that traveled all the way
into space first. A month after that, Bezos’s
company became the first entity to re-launch
and re-land a previously used rocket. SpaceX
followed suit in 2017.
“The government was never able to build reusable rockets, but now, two private companies
within the space of the same year have done
that,” said Chris Lewicki, C.E.O. and President of Planetary Resources.
Efforts to privatize space exploration also
seek to expand upon the utilization of space by
finding opportunities for companies to benefit from space. The public and private sectors
can exist in a symbiotic, not parasitic, relationship. Private companies can generate revenue
through government contracts —for example,
NASA has contracted Boeing to transport
astronauts to the ISS, and SpaceX just closed
a deal with the U.S. Air Force to launch its

secretive space drone. This leaves the government agencies free to pursue the kind of
forward-thinking, longer-term research that
might not immediately generate revenue, but
that can be later streamlined and improved
upon in the private sector. As private companies are not beholden to the same slow processes that often stall government projects, they
can secure or reallocate funding much more
swiftly if need be. However, unlike government
agencies like NASA, they do have shareholders
to keep happy and need to constantly pursue
profitability. However, the downside is that
greater risks might be taken in order to increase
profitability.
Looking to the future, there will be a need
for an expanded version of the Civil Aviation
Authority, directing and controlling space traffic on Earth and on planetary bodies. All the
safety and security considerations of air and sea
travel should pertain to space travel at a vastly enhanced level because the costs and risks
are so much higher. There will have to be firm
and well-understood protocols in the event of a
spacecraft crashing, or two spacecraft colliding;
not to mention piracy or the possibility of hijacking.
Although regulatory measures may seem to
take the exhilaration away from space exploration, they will be necessary in order to make
widespread private space travel a viable option.
If regulation can be successfully implemented, as private companies join the “New Space
Race” opportunities for space travel will become available to citizens beyond those in the
one percent.
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WAR & CONFLICT
THE
HISTORY OF
MILITARY
COUPS IN
FIJI
Anadolu Agency / Getty Images

A soldier looks at the newspaper headlines as the army patrols the street after a coup by Fiji’s military leader Voreqe Bainimarama, in
Suva 08 December 2006.
BY SOPHIA WITT

T

he popular tropical tourist destination of Fiji has
experienced four military
coups from 1987 to 2006.
A significant factor behind these coups is the
country’s political instability, which stems from
ethnic tensions between
the Indo-Fijians and the
indigenous Melanesians.
Indo-Fijians are predom
inantly descendants of indentured laborers brought by
former British colonial rulers from India in the late

19th century to work on the
sugarcane plantations. They
currently make up around
38% of the population. The
Melanesians are the indigenous people of Fiji, making
up 57% of the population.
Two opposing ideologies
have primarily caused coups
in Fiji: the desire to establish
reduced political rights for
the Indo-Fijian minority,
and the desire to establish
equal rights for the Indo-Fijians.
The first coup took place
in 1987, involving the overthrowal of an elected Indian-dominated coalition by

indigenous Fijians, removing the multi-ethnic Labour
party from the government.
The multi-ethnic Labour party returned in 1999
through the election of
Prime Minister Mahendra
Chaudhry, an ethnic Indian. He was the first, and so
far only, ethnic Fijian prime
minister. However, a year
later, he, his cabinet, and
several MPs were held hostage for 56 days in a coup
led by businessman George
Speight and retired major
Ilisoni Ligairi, who aimed
to make indigenous Fijians
the dominant political force.

The coup initiated deadly riots in the streets of Suva, the
capital of Fiji.
The next military coup
took place in 2006 and was
led by Military Commander
Josaia Voreqe “Frank” Bainimarama, an ethnic, but not
indigenous Fijian. The coup
was triggered by proposed
legislation granting pardons
to the leaders of the previous
coup, which Bainimarama
felt favored Indians. However, Bainimarama’s success in
gaining power from the Indian minority ended up risking international relations
with Australia, the UN, and

the Commonwealth.
Much of the negative
feelings that Bainimarama
has toward Indian-Fijians
stem from his past. He barely avoided assassination in
the previous coup in 2000,
when rebel army officers
had attempted to kill him at
lunch.
Mr. Bainimarama appointed a president, Josefa
Iloilo, but effectively remained in power for the following three years. Then, in
April 2009, the high court
of Fiji ruled that the military
regime was illegally appointed after the coup in 2006
and designated a caretaker
minister to call elections and

restore democracy.
Shortly after the ruling,
President Iloilo repealed the
constitution and appointed
himself head of state. Following that action, he declared Frank Bainimarama
as the interim prime minister and imposed martial law.
He then set a deadline for
an election, five years later,
in 2014. When the elections
finally arrived, Bainimarama
won with 60% of the vote.
Because Bainimarama controlled the media, he was
able to silence his opponents,
and human rights groups
continue to accuse him of
mistreatment towards critics
of his regime.

TURKEY’S MISSILE DEAL
continued from page 1
Many states in NATO fear
that Turkey may jeopardize the
efficiency and lethality of the
F-35, as purchasing an air defense system from Russia meant
that Russia had access to military
equipment from NATO. This
would give Russia the chance
to examine the capabilities of
the F-35 and create a weapon to
counter it.
Many states have actively
expressed concerns about the
Turkey-Russia deal. US officials have warned Turkey that if
Ankara insists on acquiring the
S-400 defense system, it will be
removed from the F-35 program
and will not receive the jets. This
would have a big impact on Turkey’s defense system and is also a
financial loss for all the Turkish
companies that invested in the
development of the jet. Turkey
would be missing out on 100 fifth
generation warplanes, which are
more advanced and deadly compared to the old ones.
The Turkey-Russia deal has
also brought about suspicions of

Turkey that could undermine the
strength of NATO as a whole.
Turkey is now seen as an unreliable member of NATO, and
many of its allies are now starting to harbor feelings of distrust
towards them.
Despite receiving significant
criticism from many of its allies,
Turkey has decided to proceed
with the deal, as it is already too
late to back out. The $2.5 billion purchase of Russian military
equipment poses a great threat
to many states that are part of
the NATO alliance, but Turkey
claims it is fine and will not compromise the jets. The S-400s are
expected to arrive in July, until
then NATO is trying to convince
Turkey to cancel the shipment,
while Turkey is trying to convince NATO of the shipment’s
reliability.
The US Secretary of State and
a council of other senior officials
have announced that Turkey will
face penalties for purchasing the
S-400 missiles under the law
known as Countering America’s
Adversaries Through Sanctions
Act (CATSAA). This means that
the US will be placing sanctions

on Turkey if it does not cancel
the shipment.
Turkey’s economy is still suffering from a financial crisis
which occurred last year. After
losing about 30% of its value, the
market is down another 10% and
sanctions from the US would be
a big blow. To prevent Congress
from imposing sanctions, Turkey
has requested a sanctions waiver.
To do this, President Trump has
to issue the waiver by law, stating
that the S-400 defense system
does not prove to be a threat, and
that the purchase was not a significant transaction that would
endanger NATO and US military operations.
Currently, President Trump has
shown no signs of issuing the
waiver. The relationship between
Turkey and the US continues to
deteriorate, as the two countries
have fought over several issues
in the past, such as the sanctions
on Iran, military disputes in Syria, and detention of several US
citizens. As of now, Turkey has
almost no supporters in Washington, meaning they have a hard
fight ahead of them.
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Deputy Spokesperson of U.S. Department of State, Robert Palladino speaks
during a press briefing on Turkey’s attempt to purchase S-400 missile systems
from Russia at the State Department in Washington, United States.
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BIG BROTHER OF CHINA: AI
TRACKING UIGHURS

JUST THE
FACTS
SUDANESE PROTESTS
AND COUP

BACKGROUND
On the brink of an economic collapse spurred
on by rising costs of living, protests broke out in
the North-African countr y
of Sudan in December of
2018, killing eight in the
first wave of civil unrest.
W ith over 40% of the population under the global
poverty line, authorities
were forced to declare a
state of emergency after
bread prices increased by
$0.043. Despite initial efforts by the Sudanese government to stave off economic collapse, as well as
the lifting of a twenty year
trade embargo imposed by
the US government which
had effectively edged Sudan out of the global oil
market, economic conditions continued to worsen.

THE RESPONSE
Attention quickly turned
to then-president Omar alBashir, who had seized control of Sudan in the 1989
coup. Accused of genocide, war crimes, as well as
crimes against humanity,
al-Bashir’s violent attempts
to quell the revolution eventually lead to his deposition
by the Sudanese military on
April 11th. While military
rule was initially opposed by
protestors who had called
for al-Bashir to step down,
recent talks have yielded a
compromise. Both senior
military leaders and civilian protestors are finalizing
plans for a civilian-military
joint council, which is set
to replace the current military council that has been in
place for the past two and a
half weeks.

TEH FUTURE
In the coming weeks, as
the new joint-government
begins to reconstruct the
Sudanese government, the
extent to which Russian influence played a role in this
coup is to be determined.
As Russia’s strongest ally in
Africa, the strategic importance of Sudan to the Kremlin has prompted authorities
to contract Russian firms to
prop up a pro-Russian government in Sudan.
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Xinjiang has seen an explosion in the construction of vocational training” centers for the region’s Muslim minorities. But the centers have come under
international scrutiny, with rights activists describing them as political re-education camps holding as many as one million ethnic Uighurs and other Muslim
minorities.

BY KEISHI KIMURA

A

s part of China’s
e ver-expanding
surveillance network, Chinese authorities
have begun implementing artificial intelligence
to identify faces in street
camera footages. A new
generation of Chinese AI
startups, in response to
the government’s rising
demand for surveillance
technology, have begun
developing facial recognition algorithms to be used
by Chinese law enforcement. Recently, government databases and police
procurement documents
have revealed that the algorithms can be used recognize and track Uighurs,
a Turkic minority in China, across the country. The
latest extension adds to
China’s continued persecution and comprehensive
monitoring of the country’s Muslim minority.
In recent years, the
Chinese government has
closely monitored Uighurs
in the western province of
Xinjiang, where the majority of Uighurs reside. With
the East Turkestan independence movement and
influence of radical Islam,
Xinjiang has seen a series

of Uighur-led riots and
separatist terrorist attacks,
most notably the July 2009
Ürümqi riots. Since then,
justifying their acts in the
name of counter-terrorism, Beijing has detained
millions of Uighurs in brutal “re-education camps”
and lined the streets of
Xinjiang with surveillance
cameras and police checkpoints. From 2016 to 2017,
the region also conducted
a mass collection of DNA
samples and biometrics of
over 20 million Uighurs.
The development of facial recognition algorithms
can expand Uighur racial
profiling outside of Xinjiang, and the government
is planning to increase
spending on mass surveillance— China is expected
to have about 300 million
cameras installed by 2020
across the country. Because
Uighurs have distinct facial
features from Han Chinese people, such technology proves to be useful for
group identification. Police
procurement documents
already show a demand for
Uighur identification in
sixteen different provinces,
mainly in wealthy eastern
cities such as Hangzhou
and Wenzhou and the
coastal Fujian province.

Chinese AI startups
are spearheading Uigher
surveillance
algorithms,
catering to the government’s needs. Companies
such as Yitu, CloudWalk,
Megvii, and SenseTime
specialize in video-based
crowd analysis and facial
recognition
technology.
Since China’s Ministry
of Public Security began
pouring billions of dollars
for big-data surveillance
programs, the valuations of
these companies have risen
over $1 billion. The startups provide information
to the programs, successfully facilitating predictive
policing and identification
of wanted fugitives. The
Chinese startup, Eyecool,
has surveillance systems in
twenty public spaces and
has helped catch over a
thousand criminals.
Although the startups have not publicly acknowledged that their
technology can label and
track Uighurs, the website
of CloudWalk outlines
features in which its system can identify “sensitive
groups of people” and notify law enforcement if six
Uighurs appear in a given
neighborhood. A database
of another Chinese startup, SenseNets, that listed

identification and whereabouts of over two million
Uighurs was found accessible online. Similarly, a
database generated by Yitu
revealed that police in the
central city of Sanmenxia screened its residents
500,000 times for Uighurs
over the course of a month
this year. Chinese police
have also put together
face-image databases of
Uighurs who left Xinjiang,
which can be fed to the
companies’ machine learning systems to improve Uighur facial recognition.
Chinese use of AI for
Uighur surveillance poses ethical questions for
the future of AI. Current
American commentary on
AI ethics centers on unconscious machine-learning biases against racial
minorities.
However,
Chinese monitoring of
Uighurs marks the first
instance of a government
intentionally implementing AI for racial profiling.
As the Chinese startups
eye the international market with government backing, there is a possibility
that similar snooping systems will be exported and
put into place elsewhere.
CloudWalk has already
partnered with the Zim-

babwean government to
extend their face-recognition database, and the Malaysian police are equipped
with Yitu surveillance
cameras.
Despite international
criticism over the Chinese
government’s treatment
of the Uighur population,
world leaders struggle to
take action due to Chinese
economic power. As a recipient of Chinese loans by
the Belt and Road Initiative, Muslim countries such
as Turkey, Pakistan, Malaysia, and Indonesia have
failed to confront China
about its human-rights
violations. In March, the
Organization of Islamic
Cooperation, chaired by
Turkey, even praised China for “providing care to its
Muslim citizens.” Without
external pressure, China is
free to expand and upgrade
its surveillance net to track
every Uighur in the country. With the dawn of the
global AI arms race, many
fear that China’s surveillance system may set a
framework for a new age
of digital authoritarianism and privacy violations
worldwide.
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OPINION

HOW SHOULD THE WORLD RESPOND
TO JAMAL KHASHOGGI’S MURDER?
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Ethiopian Airlines as the oldest airlines on the world always provides great services to their
customers despite the airlines fatal accident on 10 March 2019.
By Ryan T. Sedegat

I

n less than the span of five months,
there has been two Boeing 737 Max
crashes. The most recent plane was
on route from Addis Ababa to Nairobi on an Ethiopian Airlines flight, the
biggest airline in Africa. Ethiopian airlines released a statement saying “Boeing is deeply saddened to learn of the
passing of the passengers and crew on
Ethiopian Airlines Flight 302, a 737
MAX 8 airplane … We extend our

heartfelt sympathies to the families and
loved ones of the passengers and crew
on board and stand ready to support the
Ethiopian Airlines team.”
Both Boeing 737 Max crashes had
similar causes. Both plane pilots struggled from keeping the plane from going
into a nosedive; the pilot on the second plane was unable to pull out and
the plane crashed headfirst, killing everyone onboard. Mary Schiavo, CNN
aviation analyst and the former Inspector General of the U.S. Transportation

Department, said “it’s highly suspicious
… Here we have a brand-new aircraft
that’s gone down twice in a year. That
rings alarm bells in the aviation industry, because that just doesn’t happen.”
Both pilots on the crash had strong
safety records which adds concern
Over 50 countries have implanted
some form of a ban on the Boeing 737,
causing Boeing 737 airplanes to stay
grounded at airports and stopping its
production. The planes that were forced
to ground were the Boeing 737 Max 8
and 9. The bans were implements just
three days after the second crash, which
caused public fear on the safety of the
aircrafts. The US implemented its ban
on March 13; this was already after dozens of countries had implemented their
bans. The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) made a statement on Twitter that ordered temporary grounding of
the Boeing 737 Max aircraft by US airlines. Airline manufacturer Boeing replied to the multiple bans and the FAA
order by advising the grounding of the
entire fleet of the Boeing 737. They released a statement saying that they are
doing “everything we can to understand
the cause of the accidents in partnership
with the investigators, deploy safety enhancements and help ensure this does

not happen again.”
All 149 passengers and eight crewmembers were killed in the second
flight. The passengers on the plane
spanned from all over the world, including eight U.S. citizens, seven from
France and Britain, 18 Canadians, 32
Kenyans, eight Italians, eight from China, and nine Ethiopians. 21 people who
worked for the UN died in the crash.
The UN workers were distributing food
and water, supplying medicines and
healthcare, advocating for human rights,
and teaching farming techniques. The
first crash killed 189 people onboard a
Lion Air flight. The plane crashed only
13 minutes after taking off, and before
the crash a distress call was made by the
crew, who lost control almost immediately after takeoff.
Boeing sales suffered a loss of two percent
($22.9 billion). Earlier in the year, Boeing
had expected a cash flow of $17 billion, but
now analysts are predicting a cash flow of
only $12 billion. Boeing also suffered from a
ten percent fall in the first-quarter earnings
to $3.75 per share, and its profits fell 13%
to $2.1 billion. The question for the future is
if Boeing will manage to recuperate after its
recent loss to its finances and reputation.

OPEN OR SHUT: US - MEXICO BORDER

A construction crew (R) works on the US side of the US-Mexico border fence as seen from Tijuana, in Baja California state, Mexico, on April 24, 2019.

By LILLY YAGER

T

he United States and Mexico border has been a prominent topic on the minds
politicians and citizens alike since
the 2016 presidential election, and
it will most likely remain a contested political topic in 2020. Recently, President Donald Trump has
expressed his desire to shut down
entry into the United States from
the US-Mexico border. President
Trump wrote on Twitter, “If no
action, Border, or large sections of
Border, will close. This is a national
emergency!” Although it would be
problematic to limit access from
one country to another, one must
remind themself of the situation at
hand. In 2017 there was a drastic
total of 12.1 million illegal immigrants in the United States; those

from Mexico made up 6.6 million,
roughly ten times the number of
any other single nationality.
The proposal has received significant criticism. Politicians, lawyers,
and others believe that this action
will only hurt the US economy and
citizens with ties to Mexico. One
professor, Stephen Yale-Loehr from
Cornell University has suggested
that “it’s like stopping funding for
cancer research on the theory that
we’ll get fewer cancers.” Others
liken it to the idea of punishing an
entire class for the misconduct of
only two students. The entire class
may not deserve the punishment;
however, it is the only way administrators can teach the lesson.
Because they have not undergone the legal immigration process,
undocumented immigrants from

all countries have jeopardized their
well-being, family and opportunity
to take advantage of the “American dream.” They are conscious
of their actions when entering or
staying over their allotted time;
and they choose to disregard the
possible punishments in response.
Due to the large number of illegal
immigrants traveling to the United
States from Mexico, their actions
should not be taken lightly and
consequences should be enforced.
The United States is a country
that requires its own high school
students to walk through metal detectors and sports fanatics to carry
clear bags to stadiums. One would
think the United States would hold
immigrants and visitors to higher
standards and at a minimum, vet
those who cross our border. The

plan of action should not be determined solely by President Trump;
rather Congress needs to fulfill its
role in serving United States citizens and enforcing our current laws.
The United States needs to formulate laws and regulations to turn
chaos back to order and prevent future violations of the law. Flexibility and looseness in the enforcement
of laws and only allow law-breaking
populations to enter the country
scot-free. Closing the border would
allow the United States to pause activity from one of the most largely
contributing points of US illegal
entry and develop a plan to process the undocumented immigrants
currently living in the US.
Although there are hundreds of
people with legitimate and legal intentions in crossing the US-Mexico
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border, shutting the border temporarily can provide the means to improve the immigration process. At
some point in the near future, this
problem will have to be confronted
through collaboration between the
President and Congress. This dilemma is not about immigration; it
is about illegal immigration. Closing the US-Mexico border would
give the United States time to reform the immigration process and
prevent large-scale illegal immigration in the future.

