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Protesters gather in front of the Azerbaijani consulate in Los Angeles, California

By Max Boesch-Powers

F

ighting erupted in
late September between Armenia and
Azerbaijan over the Nagorno-Karabakh enclave,
with reports suggesting at
least 23 people were killed
and hundreds wounded. The clash is the latest border skirmish over
who can claim the disputed region. Although
Nagorno-Karabakh is internationally recognized
as part of Azerbaijan, an
overwhelming ethnic Ar-

menian majority reside
in the enclave and have
controlled the regional congress since 1994.
The fighting has persisted since the first civil
war over the territory in
1988. Still, casualties have
not reached current levels
since the mid-1990s.
There are reports of
long-range missile attacks, drone strikes, and
exchanges of fire along
the border. In recent days,
both countries have been
taking shots at each other’s missile complexes,

SALVADORAN
PRESIDENT NAYIB VS.
EL FARO

By Lorelai McCampbell

A

ppointed to office
June 1, 2019, El
Salvador’s
president, Nayib
Bukele,
brought hope to the
corrupt and gang-ridden country through the
campaign slogan “there’s
enough money when no
one steals.”
However,
the news website El Faro
published an article accusing Bukele of negotiating with one of the
country’s most prominent
gangs to lower their murder rate and win political
support in exchange for
prison privileges. After
this revelation, Bukele’s
commitment to ending
the country’s corruption

is being questioned.
Nayib Bukele is the
first Salvadoran president
from outside of two major
parties that have dominated Salvadoran politics
since El Salvador’s civil
war in 1992. The two political parties, FMLN and
Arena, have been continuously marred by scandals, and neither have
adequately
addressed
the severe gang-violence
that plagues El Salvador.
Bukele’s campaign, which
centered around promises
of ending gang-violence
and corruption, made him
a promising figure during
the election.
CONtINUED ON PAGE 2

with Azerbaijan claiming
to have destroyed an Armenian missile system.
Other allegations include
missiles fired at a hospital
in Armenia and an Armenian scheme to target oil
and gas pipelines in Azerbaijan. Near the border,
mortars were fired, and
armed drones have been
intentionally
crashed.
While the death toll is the
highest in almost three
decades, the long history between Armenia and
Azerbaijan precedes the
current fighting.

The countries of Azerbaijan and Armenia are
nestled together amongst
the Caucasus region in
the east of Europe. As the
Soviet Union began to
form in the 1920s, both
modern-day Armenia and
Azerbaijan were invaded
and became part of the
overarching USSR.
Directly before the invasion, the independent congress in Nagorno-Karabakh voted that the region
be part of Armenia.
CONtINUED as “Fighting Between
Azerbaijan and Armenia” ON PAGE 6

NOBEL PRIZE IN
CHEMISTRY AWARDED
TO TWO FEMALE
GENETICISTS

By Ruthie Collett

E

mmanuele
Charpentier and Jennifer A. Doudna were
awarded the Nobel Prize
in Chemistry on October
7 for their work in 2012
on the gene-editing tool
CRISPR Cas-9. CRISPR
Cas-9 is a biomolecular
technology that allows
scientists to select and remove specific sections of
plant and animal genomes.
The technology ’s possible
applications range from
editing the DNA of crops
for drought resistance to
developing new cancer
treatment therapies.
When asked about the

announcement
of
the
winners, Nobel chemistry
committee member Pernilla Wittung Stafshede
said, “The ability to cut
DNA where you want has
revolutionized the life sciences. The ‘genetic scissors’ were discovered just
eight years ago, but have
already benefited humankind greatly.”
CRISPR
(Clustered
Regularly
Interspaced
Short Palindromic Repeats) technology is modeled after prokaryotic
microorganisms’ immune
systems, such as bacteria
and archaea.
CONtINUED ON PAGE 3
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SALVADORAN PRESIDENT NAYIB BUKELE INVESTIGATES
VIRTUAL NEWSPAPER EL FARO FOR MONEY-LAUNDERING,
IN RESPONSE TO CORRUPTION ACCUSATIONS

Continued From PAGE I

E

l Faro, a “regional stalwart for independent,
transparent and reliable
journalism,” according to the
Global Investigative Journalism
Network, provides daily coverage on Central American events
and in-depth investigations into
corruption, human-rights abuses, and gang violence. El Faro
has published numerous investigations into Bukele, including
alleged corruption, his growing authoritarianism, his mismanagement of the COVID-19
pandemic, and most recently,
forming a secret truce with the
MS-13 gang, which is considered a terrorist organization in
El Salvador.
With about 67,000 Salvadoran gang members, the acts of
terrorism MS-13 gangs commit
in their communities cannot be
dealt with lightly. To properly
approach this issue, El Salvador’s president must deal with
gang-violence at its roots, a
feat no past president has done
so far. Presidents should act to
deal with gang-violence by investing in youth disengagement
from gangs and embracing second chances for ex-gang members, rather than making corrupt deals with gangs. Now,
it appears Bukele is following
in their footsteps. El Faro has
claimed to have “obtained copies of hundreds of prison reports
confirming dozens of covert
meetings between government
officials and gang leaders since
2019, as well as intelligence re-

A Special Forces officer of the Grupo Reacion Policial (GRP) guards an alley during a raid against gang members on November 19, 2007 in El
Salvador.

ports detailing the outcomes of
the encounters.” The outcomes
include representatives of MS13 agreeing to reduce homicides
and accepting prison privileges
which although not specified,
may consist of entertainment
access, work, money, and other
freedoms. MS-13 also pledged
to Bukele promising results of
congressional elections in 2021.
Bukele has denied these claims,
but the accusation and Bukele’s
unusual response have not gone
unnoticed.
Bukele’s growing anti-press
The people who brought this issue
rhetoric has amplified the suspitogether:
cions of journalists questioning
Bukele’s actions. Within his first
Editor in Chief:
Publisher: six months in office, journalists
Sophia Hlavaty
Lilly Yager
began to report exclusion from
presidential press conferences.
Managing Editor:
Bukele’s high social media usage
has resulted in ample Twitter
Addie Allen
Jack Palfrey
attacks against journalism and
Layout & Design: Copy Editor: spreading rumors against the
press. Bukele’s response to El
Melissa Damasceno
Tyler Wei
Faro’s accusations has gone beyond Twitter-banter, though.
Section Editors:
Upon first hearing the damaging
Frank Zhou
Neil Shen
accusations, state-run news site
Caroline Empey
La Pagina accused an El Faro
Heads of Operations:
reporter of sexual assault. Only
two days later, the supposed vicQuinn Novick
Helen Phi
tim publicly denied the claims.
Caroline Empey
Regardless, the Finance MinisSenior Writers:
try audited El Faro, beginning a
months-long presence researchEmma Jing
Amber Ting
ing El Faro’s business history.
Theo Baker
The Finance Ministry has been

unable to prove any financial
mishaps, and speculators believe
the government is trying to uncover private information harmful to the news site. Bukele has
publicly announced that El Faro
is being investigated for money
laundering without providing
evidence.
Due to El Faro’s suspicion that
The Ministry has perpetrated a
“deviation of powers”—the governmental use of a legitimate
tool for which the result is different from what is stated— the
publication has appealed before
the Constitutional Chamber of
El Salvador’s Supreme Court.
Attorney General Raúl Melara,
who practices independent of
Bukele’s presidency, announced
that he would investigate the
allegations reported by El Faro.
Melara stated, “there are politicians and ex-politicians prosecuted for negotiations with the
gangs. Rumors have arisen that
this situation is happening again
and we are going to investigate.
No one can take advantage of
the institutionality to negotiate
with terrorists.”
Bukele’s attitude towards the
press and investigation into El
Faro provides a more startling
reality of what freedom of speech
and democratic institutions entail on a global scale. While
Bukele, a close ally of President
Donald Trump, has received

Trump’s expressed support in
the investigation, not all United States political figures agree.
In September, House of Foreign
Affairs Committee Chairman
Elliot Engel and Senator Patrick
Leahy wrote directly to Bukele
about their concerns about El
Faro’s accusations. Bukele dismissed this letter.
In response to El Faro’s accusations of President Bukele’s secret truce with Salvadoran gang
MS-13, Bukele’s administration
has accused El Faro of money
laundering. With no evidence
and an ill-ridden track record of
anti-press rhetoric, Bukele risks
reneging his anti-corruption
campaign promises. Thus, Salvadoran citizens are beginning
to doubt his intentions.

Front view of the Presidential Palace
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FEMALE SCIENTISTS AWARDED NOBEL
PRIZE IN CHEMISTRY FOR GENETIC
EDITING TECHNOLOGY, REIGNITING
DEBATES ON ETHICS AND EQUALITY IN
SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITIES

Continued From Page 1

C

as9 is a specific protein
within this defense system that acts as the genetic “scissors” used to cut out
the DNA of invading viruses.
Doudna discovered this previously unknown tracrRNA molecule during her studies in 2011
of the Streptococcus pyogenes
bacteria. She published a paper
on the molecule’s function the
same year and began collaborating with Charpentier, an experienced biochemist. Together, they
recreated the tracrRNA’s genetic
scissors in a test tube. Though
the molecule’s natural function
is to fight viruses, Charpentier
and Doudna proved that genetic scissors could cut DNA in a
wide range of cells.
Compared to previous genetic
editing technology, CRISPR
is more efficient, precise, and
easier to use, so its practical applications are vast. For example,
a 2016 study by researchers at
MIT on in vitro models showed
that CRISPR proteins were effective in enabling “precise genetic dissection of neuronal
circuits and modeling of neurological disorders.” Food industry
scientists have also begun to test
CRISPR on crops; in 2018, researchers at Cornell University
announced they had genetically edited a groundberry bush to
produce larger fruit and higher
yields. The groundberry is close-

ly related to the tomato, which
researchers in 2016 discovered
could be genetically edited using CRISPR to produce flowers
more quickly.
Since its inception in 2012,
however, the technology has
aroused fears that a lack of genetic editing regulations could
lead to unethical behavior. In
2015, CRISPR made the news
when it was used by Chinese
researchers to edit the genes of
a human embryo to create resistance to a blood disease. Yet
no attempts were made to fertilize and grow an embryo until
2018 when Chinese scientist He
Jianku announced the birth of
two twin girls that his lab had
edited in vitro to be HIV resistant. Reactions in the global
community were overwhelmingly adverse, with scientists calling
Jianku’s behavior unethical. “It
is profoundly unfortunate that
the first apparent application
of this powerful technique...has
been carried out so irresponsibly,” said Dr. Francis Collins, director of the National Institutes
of Health, as he called for limits to be set on genetic editing
research, or “the world will face
the serious risk of a deluge of
similarly ill-considered and unethical projects.” In December of
2018, the WHO announced the
creation of a committee “to develop global standards for gov-

CRISPR/Cas contains the tracrRNA molecule, which cuts the DNA of viruses in order to
destroy them.

ernance and oversight of human
genome editing.” Days later, He
Jianku was sentenced to three
years in prison and a $430,000
fine for “illegal medical practice.”
The technology is also the
subject of a fierce patent battle between the recently awarded laureates’ team at the University of California Berkeley
and a team from MIT working
in Harvard’s Broad Institute.
Both institutions claim their
teams made the most relevant
and important advancements in
the project. “... There is indeed
surprise that [the committee]
elected to exclude all other pioneers who have made seminal
contributions...some others well
documented in the CRISPR literature who have been recognized by other award committees,” said Professor Rodolphe
Barrangou of North Carolina
State University, a researcher of
CRISPR Cas-9 in bacteria.
This year’s Nobel prize announcements have also raised
conversations about the diversity of Nobel laureates. Prize
winners, across all categories,
are predominantly white men.
Charpentier and Doudna are the
sixth and seventh female recipients of the prize and the first
team consisting of only women to be awarded the prize. In
the category’s 119 year history,
only 3.8% of the Nobel Prize
in Chemistry’s laureates have
been women. Across all categories, 57 of the organization’s 934
laureates have been female. For
people of color, the statistics are
even smaller. Only 16 laureates
across all categories have been
black; additionally, there has
never been a black recipient in
any organization’s scientific categories. During her acceptance
speech, Charpentier said that
she hopes girls and young female scientists “understand that
nothing is impossible.” They
can “find great discoveries, great
findings that can be impactful,”
she said. “It ’s independent of the
gender.”
This year’s Nobel Prize in Chemistry has not
only disrupted stereotypes about
gender in science but moved a
relatively new and controversial technology into the limelight. As research continues into
the functions and possible uses
of CRISPR and its proteins,
the technique will take a more
prominent place in the broader
range of global scientific communities.

JUST THE FACTS
B M
H
fter spending multiple
days in an intensive care
unit recovering from
COVID-19, former New Jersey Governor Christie admits that he was “wrong” not
to wear a mask at the Rose
Garden Event. Believing the
White House was a “safe
zone,” and due to a lack of enforcement of social distancing and mask-wearing, Mr.
Christie, along with at least 36
other White House staff and
contacts linked to the events
tested positive for COVID-19,
including President Trump,
the First Lady, and their son,
Barron. Dr. Anthony Fauci has
since deemed the event as a
COVID-19 “superspreader.”
During his hospitalization
period, the President waved to
his well-wishers from a motorcade and was discharged
from the Walter Reed Medical
center, after only three days
of being hospitalized. Once
the President returned to the
White House that evening,
he pocketed his mask and entered the building. He later
tweeted, “Don’t be afraid of
Covid. Don’t let it dominate
your life”, that he was “stronger than he had felt in the last
20 years,” and that he felt like
“Superman.” The public and
many health officials criticized Trump’s downplaying
of the pandemic, deeming his
actions and statements during
and after his hospitalization as
“reckless” and “unrealistic.” A
majority of those who contract
COVID-19 do not have access to the same level of medical treatment. Although the
medical center had cleared the
President, many White House
officials opted to work from
home, with one comparing the
West Wing to a “ghost town.”
The second presidential debate was also canceled.
There is little public information about what is being
done to trace the origin and
the extent of the White House
outbreak even though officials
have insisted that proper protocols were in place. Even after
recovering from the virus, the
President and his family still
hold rallies and attend meetings where CDC guidelines
are not enforced. A clear plan
regarding the control and prevention of the virus within the
White House members is still
yet to be publicly announced.

A

Rose Garden ceremony deemed a “COVID-19
superspreader” event by Dr. Fauci
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IMPEACHMENT VOTE AGAINST PERUVIAN PRESIDENT
MARTIN VIZCARRA, FAILS

Vizcarra talking to legislators

By AmberTing

O

n September 18th, Peru’s
Congress voted against
impeaching
President
Martin Vizcarra. While the Peruvian legislature needed 87
votes to impeach Vizcarra, ten
hours of deliberation culminated in a 32 to 78 legislative vote
against impeachment. Fifteen
legislators abstained from voting.
The impeachment process began on September 11th when
Peru’s Congress voted to begin impeachment proceedings
against Vizcarra under charges
of “moral incapacity.” The proceedings occurred after the discovery of government contracts
to a singer, Richard Cisneros. It
was widely presumed Vizcarra
had a hand in awarding Cisneros
contracts, abusing his government position.
Cisneros, also known as Richard Swing, had been given close
to $50,000 from the Peruvi-

By Daniel

V

an unwillingness to run for
re-election. However, he has also
refused to resign over the Cisneros contracts. In a little over
half a year, Peru will have a new
leader, but it looks like Vizcarra will remain president until
then. He has also accused Peru’s speaker, Manuel Merino, of
“conspir[ing]” against him under
the guise of impeachment. Merino would have replaced Vizcarra
for the rest of his term had he
been impeached.
The relationship between Peru’s president and Congress has
always been strained, marred
by presidential scandals. Peru’s
an Ministry of Culture for activ- Congress has tried to impeach a
ities such as motivational speak- president three times in the last
ing. An audio clip from legislator five years.
In 1990, former President Alan
Edgar Alarcón revealed that two
García
committed suicide beof Vizcarra’s aides attempted to
fore
being
arrested for allegeddetermine how many times the
ly
receiving
more than $100,000
president and musician had met.
Alarcón had released a series of from Oderecht, a Brazilian conrecordings after being threat- struction company. His succesened with parliamentary immu- sor, Ollanta Humala, is currently
nity revocation; he had been ac- serving jail time for bribery. In
2018, former president Pedro
cused of embezzlement.
The exact nature of Vizcarra Pablo Kuczynski resigned after
and Cisneros’ relationship has more than $782,000 in bribes
remained private. Peru’s Par- from Odebrecht were discovliament and auditor general are ered in Kuczynski’s personal accurrently investigating Cisneros’ counts. As vice president, Vizcontracts and Vizcarra’s relation carra succeeded Kuczynski.
Vizcarra’s relationship with
to them. While President Vizcarra has acknowledged meet- many legislators has been paring Cisneros, he has vehemently ticularly tumultuous. Last year,
denied his alleged involvement he dissolved Parliament over a
legislative disagreement with his
with the Ministry of Culture.
On Friday, in a twenty-minute anti-corruption reforms, leadspeech before Congress, Vizcar- ing to snap elections. Directly
ra said, “I am here, with my head before, though, lawmakers who
voted to impeach Vizcarra were
high and my conscience clear.”
Previously, Vizcarra expressed told that their votes would be

ECONOMY

nullified. People protested these
snap elections, refusing to leave
their seats. Vizcarra has been
called dictatorial in the past. He
is currently claiming impeachment proceedings against him
were a Congressional plot.
While a successful impeachment vote would have further
divided the country, the failed
impeachment vote spells equally
devastating consequences. Public opinion towards the president
continues to sour; a month after
escaping impeachment, Vizcarra finds himself embroiled in a
new scandal. Ironically, this latest scandal is concerning bribes
from a construction company.
Many Peruvians will also surely question their President and
Congress’ ability to continue
political collaboration during a
time of crisis. Indeed, the country currently reports 850,000
coronavirus cases, the eighth
highest rate in the world. Although the government purchased more than 1.6 million
antibody tests in March, they
have been mostly ineffective due
to the high false-positive/negative rate and their inability to
detect early infections.
What is worse, the economy is
projected to shrink by 12% next
year. Tourism is still on the decline as cases throughout Latin
America top ten million, and
experts have expressed further
concerns about a second wave.
If the country wants to recover, Vizcarra and Peru’s Congress
will need to cooperate. Right
now, it is unclear if they will be
able to.

FROM RAGS TO RICHES: THE COLLAPSE OF
VENEZUELA’S MASSIVE OIL SECTOR
Waheed

enezuela has more proven oil reserves compared
to any other country on
the planet. With roughly 300.9
billion barrels of oil, Venezuela
is home to 18% of the world’s
total oil reserves. However, despite the plethora of oil within
Venezuelan lands, Venezuela’s
massive oil sector is experiencing the culmination of a collapse
that started in 2010, the likes of
which the world has never before seen.
Just a decade ago, Venezuela
was the largest exporter of oil in
Latin America and earned a net
$90 billion a year doing so. By
this year’s end, however, Venezuela “is expected to net about
$2.3 billion,” according to The
New York Times’ estimates. The
sudden drop in Venezuela’s revenue, primarily based on oil, can

be attributed to a decrease in
exports. Oil exports from Venezuela plummeted 32% last year,
and Industry Consultancy IHS
Markit believes that oil production could fall to zero by 2021.
This lack of revenue has resulted in numerous negative ramifications for Venezuela. Though
many used to praise the country
as a stable and confident democracy in Latin America, it now
has a population in which 96%
of Venezuelans are in poverty,
and 70% are in extreme poverty, a result of the rule of corrupt
politicians removing democratic
institutions since the beginning
of the 21st century. So, how
did a once-great, wealthy, and
booming country which began
to contest the United States for
regional Latin American influence just a decade ago become
a piece of economically and po-

litically dysfunctional land with
a humanitarian crisis, where the
average income in 2019 was 72
U.S. cents per day? The answer
is a combination of corruption
and excessive dependence on
oil.
Robert Papier, an engineer in
the energy industry, believes that
Venezuela’s decline stems from
the reign of the deceased Hugo
Chavez, the former president of
Venezuela. Papier identifies a
lack of expertise in Venezuela’s
oil company, PDVSA, as the root
cause for the eventual downfall. For example, 19,000 PDVSA employees were fired and
replaced with Chavez loyalists.
Thus, when oil prices fluctuated, the absence of professionals who had an understanding
of the international market led
to billions being invested in the
wrong places, as Chavez “failed

to reinvest adequately in this
capital-intensive industry,” according to a Forbes article.
Furthermore, he blinded his
people with a false dream of
short-term economic prosperity while secretly transforming
Venezuela into a socialist regime
by erasing the private sector and
placing the entirety of the economy into his administration’s
hands.
Chavez also allowed corruption to imbue all sectors of the
government. His improper and
novice grip on the nation’s oil
sector, or in other words the
overwhelming majority of Venezuela’s economy, crippled it.
Notwithstanding that the oil
sector failed, millions should
not have been thrown into utter
destitution.
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n the case of Venezuela, however, the socialist government had an over-reliance
on oil. Often referred to as the
“oil curse,” Venezuela found oil
so profitable that it ignored other industries. As a rentier state,
the economy may not survive
the inevitable drop in oil prices.
Most see this lack of diversification as a problem of the Middle
East, but Venezuela exemplifies its disastrous consequences.
Oil prices fell, and Venezuela
was not equipped to deal with
the repercussions of its inadequate leadership. To this day,
Venezuela’s national budget is
consumed with paying off debt
and, ironically, spending the
last of their gold reserves to buy
oil from Iran, as the oil infrastructure in Venezuela is mostly
obsolete due to a lack of capital to reinvest.
M o r e o v e r,
the subject here may be the oil
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sector, but the participants are takes. Venezuelans, once their
the people. The collapse of the basic needs are met, have the
Venezuelan economy, caused by power to elect new representhe lack of diversification, corruption, and bad leadership, has
primarily affected people, who
are often overlooked. According
to a recent report, the U.S.’s history of sanctions on Venezuela
has caused up to 40,000 Venezuelan deaths. Perhaps, in the
future, Venezuela can rebuild its
infrastructure and revive the oil
sector by incentivizing private
industry. But first, the humanitarian crisis that caused the collapse of Venezuela’s oil sector
must be addressed.
Venezuela could be galvanized into the state it once was,
without a humanitarian crisis,
through proper leadership, new
oil infrastructure, and an economy based on more than just oil
exports. Because its leaders destroyed the country, Venezuela
should learn from its past mis-

tatives into office. Such power
that understands the journey the
people have been through.

Venezuela’s ineffective leadership has led to an economic downturn.

WAR & CONFLICT

INDIA AND CHINA’S CENTURY-LONG CONFLICT

knowledged Tibet as an independent nation. Because of this,
ndia and China are in dis- China felt the treaty directly
pute over country borders. involved them, and they disTwo regions between In- approved tremendously. India
dia and China, Aksai Chin and argued that when the McMaArunachal Pradesh, are being hon line was distinguished, Tiquestioned about which nation bet was an independent – albeit
they rightfully belong to. Aksai weak – country, fully capable of
Chin is located either in Lada- negotiating borders with othkh, Indian territory, or the Chi- er nations. The disputed land is
nese region of Xinjiang and Ti- located in Tawang (Arunachal
bet. Arunachal Pradesh is in the Pradesh), which China views
northernmost part of India, bor- to be in Southern Tibet but is
dered by Tibet and Bhutan. The recognized as Indian territory
2,000 mile stretch of land has according to the Shimla Agreesparked much hostility between ment. India views the McMathe two nations and has a long, hon Line as the official border
complicated history.
separating India and China, but
In 1914, this dispute started China never consented to this
over the McMahon Line (now agreement.
called
Arunachal
Pradesh),
The debate cooled for a few
a boundary between China’s decades, mainly because neiEast-Himalayan region and In- ther country wanted war, but
dia. The border was given its re-emerged when China gained
name after the Shimla Treaty full control of Tibet in 1950. By
of 1914, signed between India then, India separated from Britand Tibet for peaceful relations ain, and China was a newly-deregarding the boundary. At the clared People’s Republic. Both
time, everyone but China ac- looked to redefine themselves

By Emily-Mae Murtha

I

After a long complicated history, tensions between China and India rise over border disputes.

and provide for their growing
populations. Attempts of peaceful negotiation proved fruitless
when war broke out in 1962. The
battle lasted a single month but
resulted in nearly 2,000 deaths
(mostly Indian soldiers) and
3,000 captured Indians. China
requested a cease-fire, but the
issue was not officially settled;
instead, both nations opted for
an unofficial redrawing of a new
border, termed the Line of Actual Control, as a compromise.
Conflict arose again in 1967
when Indian soldiers placed
barbed wire along the boundary
they considered to be the Line
of Actual Control. Skeptical, the
Chinese government responded
through physical confrontation,
inducing casualties from both
sides. After trivial back-andforth altercations in the following two months, India acquired
the land the Chinese had previously taken. However, this meant
each nation had different ideas
about where the Line of Actual Control was placed and exac-

erbated tensions between India
and China.
This June, a confrontation
along the Galwan River valley
resulted in the deaths of 20 Indian soldiers. Chinese authorities denied speculation that over
40 Chinese soldiers died in this
scuffle. September saw Chinese
and Indian border troops accusing each other of exchanging
fire as tensions reached a boiling point. Which party initiated the usage of military guns
is unclear, as monitoring military activity around borders is
challenging. Yet, as centuries of
tension threatened to rear its
ugly face, Indian officials referred to such an event being
“a game-changer.” This battle
marked the first time in decades
any soldiers had died on either
side from this conflict, inciting an urge for vengeance from
both parties. On September 7th,
Zhao Lijian, a representative of
China’s Foreign Ministry, took
to the press announcing that he
had no information in response
to Chinese troops’ accusations
of kidnapping five Indians from
the Arunachal Pradesh border.
However, Mr. Zhao did say,
“the Chinese government has
never recognized the so-called
‘Arunachal Pradesh,’” implying
that such is not seen as Indian
territory by the leaders of the
Chinese government.
Neither country has expressed
interest in a second war over
border-rights. However, both
countries must reach an agreement considering the recurring
conflicts between both nations.
Notable news updates regarding the issue have yet to be announced. Until further notice,
the two countries are locked in
a stalemate.
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FIGHTING BETWEEN AZERBAIJAN AND ARMENIA IN
THE NAGORNO-KARABAKH REGION
share Turkic culture and other
ethnic and religious similarities.
owever, only as the For years, Azerbaijan has been
USSR began to topple receiving support from Turkey
down in the 1980s when in guns, military drones, and a
the regional Congress of Nagorno-Karabakh officially voted plethora of other military weaponce more to become Armenian ons. Turkey recently supplied
territory. Armenia endorsed the hundreds of Turkish-backed
subsequent separatist move- Syrian soldiers to aid Azerbaijan
ment. Azerbaijan, on the other in the newest conflict.
Armenia has been an official
hand, maintained that the Nagorno-Karabakh region was un- Russian ally since 1992. While
der its control. With the USSR Russia and Armenia do not share
pressuring the countries to halt a border, Russia is a longtime
the burgeoning violent conflict supporter of Armenia in the
along the border, only when Ar- Caucasus region. Additionally,
menia and Azerbaijan gained Russia and Armenia are both a
independence in 1991 did the
skirmishes explode into full war. part of the Collective Security
The result was brutal. Reports Treaty Organization, composed
former USSR countries,
of large scale ethnic cleansings of
and massacres were reported on which Armenia could call on for
both sides. One million people military support. Armenia also
were displaced, and tens of thou- hosts a large Russian military
sands of soldiers and citizens lost base, characterized by Armenia’s
their lives. Armenia had gained
control of Nagorno-Karabakh
by the end when a Russian-brokered peace deal went into effect and temporarily ended the
fighting. At that point, a de facto independence was declared by
a separatist government in the
region. Since the peace deal, Nagorno-Karabakh has been run by
an independent government of
ethnic Armenians backed by the
country of Armenia.
The current turmoil is distinct from previous violence as
regional powers, namely Turkey
and Russia, have pledged support
to Azerbaijan and Armenia, respectively. As a NATO member,
Turkey was the first country to
recognize Azerbaijan’s independence in 1991. Turkey and Azerbaijan have an incredibly close
diplomatic relationship as they
Continued From PAGE 1
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President Armen Sarkissian, as
a critical bulwark against a possible Turkish invasion. Additional support this time around
includes a small supply of discounted weapons and missile
batteries that Armenia had not
had access to in the past. Despite these new benefits, Russia has not been doing as much
as possible to give Armenia an
upper hand in the conflict. The
lack of support is partly due to
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan’s fierce nationalist
rhetoric and his long-standing
refusal to negotiate with Azerbaijan. Pashinyan’s actions and
words could prove catastrophic
for Armenia if they continue to
dissuade Russia from offering
essential aid.
The ramifications of the most
recent border skirmish will take

the form of lives lost, mass displacement, and the infrastructure destruction on both sides.
The well-established alliances
between Azerbaijan and Turkey and Armenia and Russia
have extended the conflict, and
the coalitions will continue to
affect the timeline going forward. With the rhetoric from
both sides growing exponentially, the prospects for a peaceful resolution continue to grow
dimmer. Momentarily, the most
optimistic scenario is that both
countries resume the tense disagreement over the territory and
make another attempt at negotiating. If not, the consequences could include large-scale
warfare involving four military
powerhouses across two regions
in Europe.

Armenia’s flag decorates tank carrying armed soldiers

REGIONAL FOCUS

THE DEVASTATION OF CLIMATE
CHANGE IN ECOCENTRIC NATIVE
AMERICAN COMMUNITIES:

A PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS THREATENS THE LIVELIHOODS
OF INDIGENOUS AMERICANS

By Emma Jing
SUMMARY: The legacy of colonialism has caused indigenous communities to rely on their local ecosystems
as a means of subsistence. Because of
this, climate change is much more
detrimental to indigenous tribes and
people, negatively affecting everything from their land resources to
public health.

I

t is no secret that indigenous groups across the
United States have been
the victims of brutal Western
imperialism and land acquisition for centuries. The threat
of unrestricted American capitalism has since manifested
in a new way; climate change
threatens the livelihood of
every Native American tribe
and land across the country. I
attempt to highlight the dire
nature of the environmental
conditions that affect America’s indigenous peoples due to

the colonial legacy of America and the consequences of
climate change that influence
tribal population health and
access to natural resources.
The indigenous peoples of
the United States are disproportionately affected by the
ravishes of climate change. The
National Institute of Health
(NIH) and the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
classify Native Americans as
a vulnerable population partly
because of the extensive prob-

lems climate change presents
to indigenous communities
and their habitation in regions
undergoing rapid change. The
565 federally recognized indigenous tribes inhabit about
95 million acres of land. With
a notable 47 percent overall
unemployment rate among
Native American tribes, tribal
members rely heavily on agricultural pursuits on native
land for their source of income and sustainability.
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o many Native Americans, their economic
practices and cultural
sanctities value the preservation
and cultivation of native land.
The impacts of climate change
differ between the regions and
climates of indigenous tribes.
Native tribes often surround
their cultural practices with
the natural landmarks within
their land, making climate effects much more pervasive. For
tribes in California and the Pacific Northwest, water temperature and streamflow changes
will increase the severity of existing declines in salmon and
other culturally important species. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) predicts
that the next 40 to 80 years will
see the loss of more than half
of the salmon and trout habitats throughout the United
States. Tribes in coastal areas
are experiencing record-breaking rising sea levels and erosion
that threaten essential community infrastructure and lead to
the forced relocation and displacement of indigenous tribes.
Tribes in the Southwestern
United States face reductions in
rainfall, which cause prolonged
drought, affecting soil quality,
ranching, and the agricultural
practices of tribes.
However, the problems haunting Native American tribal lands
are not as distinct from each other as they appear. Tribes across
the United States are subject
to reductions in access to culturally significant habitats and
species. In Alaska, permafrost
melting, which thaws crucial ice
environments, is a substantial issue, making access to traditional hunting grounds much more
difficult for native hunters. The
melting is also changing the migration patterns of certain essential species. In the Pacific
Northwest, changes in the water
flow patterns and temperature of

Native Americans march at the People’s Climate March in New York (2014)

the water are exacerbating existing stresses on salmon and other
shellfish populations, which are
central to communities’ economic, spiritual, and cultural health.
In the Southwest, the influx of
invasive species and prolonged
drought create unfounded difficulties in tribal practices for sustenance and subsistence. Climate
change in all of these regions
impacts traditional knowledge,
food security, water availability
and sourcing, historical homelands, and territorial existence
of Native American tribes–undermining thousands of years of
rich histories and the indigenous
way of life.
The National Congress of
American Indians (NCAI) stated that “native foods and fisheries are also declining, and tribal access to traditional foods
and medicines is often limited
by reservation boundaries. The
large role of climate change in
separating tribal people from
their natural resources poses a
threat to Indigenous identity.”
The devastation of these environmental changes is brought on
by the social, economic, and cul-

tural dependence of native tribes
on their local habitats and ecosystems. This dependence stems
from the social and economic contexts of colonialism and
forced relocation from American settlers. The legacy of generational trauma through indigenous erasure and exploitation
of treaty agreements have caused
significant setbacks in Native
American economic growth and
land development. As Emilie
Cameron wrote in Science Direct in 2012, “Climate change
itself...is thoroughly tied to colonial practices, both historically and in the present, insofar as
greenhouse gas production over
the last two centuries hinged on
the dispossession of indigenous
lands and resources.” Colonialism has created the conditions
for such levels of indigenous
vulnerability to climate change.
The health implications of climate change within native populations create experiences of
ongoing environmental health
issues. The legacies of pollutants
and contamination, inadequate
access to clean water, and reductions in the quality and quanti-

ty of culturally essential species
have caused severe indigenous
health declines. Changes in access to subsistence foods are associated with reliance on modern
diets, increasing rates of modern
diseases such as type 2 diabetes and obesity. Climate-related
phenomena such as decreased air
quality, extreme weather events,
wildfire, infectious disease, and
temperature and precipitation
extremes can lead to additional
public health risks. Continuing
changes in climate and ecosystems will likely exacerbate these
existing environmental health
issues.
Indigenous Americans are
working tirelessly to mitigate
the harmful effects of climate
change in their communities before it becomes irreversible. In
my next article, I will document
Native Americans’ efforts in
their pursuit of climate justice
and how indigenous people have
rallied together in a show of resilience and to send a message
to exploitative corporations and
policies.

OPINION

THE VP DEBATE: DOES IT MEAN ANYTHING? WITH TWO
WEEKS LEFT, DOES ANYTHING?
B T
B
y heo aker

V

ice presidential candidates
never help a presidential
candidate. Either they do
pretty much nothing, or, in extreme cases, they can sink a bid.
One thing is for sure: vice-presidential candidates never really
do as much as the candidates
who select them think they will.
According to the Washington
Post, fewer than 5% of Americans ever change a vote because
of a vice-presidential candidate.
In understanding the recent vice
presidential debate – the question is not so much whether a
fly can derail a sensible conversation – it is whether America’s
mind is changeable with mil-

lions of votes cast.
The vice presidential debate
was good for the Biden camp.
Senator Harris took on Vice
President Pence in a conversation that seemed much more
reasonable than the first presidential debate. It even resulted in some good exchanges (of
course, with that said, Pence often interrupted his female opponent and moderator, and neither candidate answered many
questions). But honestly, nobody
cares. This debate has already
been overshadowed by dueling
town halls from the candidates.
The most pressing questions

voters had going into the V.P.
debate – what would happen if
the ACA is eliminated? What
would happen if a President
Trump or President Biden were
incapacitated in office? What
will a COVID-19 response look
like in the future? – were passed
over by both sides.
A lot has changed in the last
four years (300 new court appointees, billions of dollars of tax
breaks to the rich, an extreme effort to deprive LGBTQ+ people
of their rights, loosening of climate regulations to allow more
destruction of natural resources
and mining, etc.), but in some

ways, it has been the same thing
over and over and over again.
According to the FiveThirtyEight Project poll tracker, President Trump has never held the
support of most U.S. citizens (a
sad feat none of his predecessors managed). His only plan for
2020 seems to replicate the fluke
of 2016 that let him win with
a deficit of almost 3 million in
the popular vote. He relives that
election every time he steps on
stage for a rally, and nobody really pays attention anymore. But
is there somehow a chance his
plan is actually going to work?
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020 has been crazy beyond
belief for most of us. We
have been battered by an
invisible COVID-19, had homes
ravaged by natural disasters, and
been left reeling by a series of
high-profile deaths. And then
there are the murder hornets
and locusts and on and on. But
if there is one thing we have
learned, Donald Trump is not
like “most people.” He does not
pay taxes like a normal person,
he does not know how to wait his
turn like a normal person, and
he does not tell the truth like a
normal person. In some ways,
then, Donald Trump’s 2020 has
been utterly predictable. He has
shown a flagrant disregard for
scientific facts amid a pandemic,
thrown political rallies for thousands of people sans masks, and
refused to acknowledge thousands of daily deaths. The virus
was not “under control” when he
claimed so in March, April, May,
June, July, or August, and it is
not now. When a reporter asked
him about the 200,000 American deaths from COVID-19,
Trump turned the opposite direction and asked for another
question. When he inevitably
caught the virus, he claimed that
his experience with the world’s
best doctors and highly experimental drug cocktails means
that everyone else will be okay.
Trump has plowed through this
year – through the past four years
– as though nothing has ever
changed. Despite how much you
may object to what he has done
and is doing, he is almost right.
As 2016 seemed to prove, polls
do not tell the whole story. But
in this case, there is a pretty clear

OPINION | 8
message. Since Donald Trump
took office, the FiveThirtyEight
project shows he has dropped
only from 45.5% to 43.8% approval. However, 96% of his
original voters still support him,
despite failing to handle the
raging pandemic, address the
systemic racism pervading our
nation, and stop our GDP from
plunging 33% in one quarter—
in addition to being impeached.
Anything Donald Trump does
daily would be enough to sink
most
presidents
(remember
when he said, “we’ ll have to
see what happens,” regarding a
peaceful transfer of power? That
one passed pretty quickly for
being one of the founding principles of this country…). It has
been a long time since the days
of Jimmy Carter, when a single
speech about “malaise,” a term
the then-President did not even
use, could effectively guillotine a
presidential bid. Thinking back
to the V.P. Debate, Pence’s constant cutting in would have been
a significant detractor in most
prior elections. Still, it has been
entirely overshadowed by the
continually rotating news cycle
of crazy scandals.
In the last month, general election polls have stayed precisely
in the same spot (they have been
in the same place since July of
2019). According to Quinnipiac, 94% of voters have already
decided who to vote for, and
Democrats might consider that
a good thing since they already
have the lead, but it is not. Due
to the electoral college system,
not only can Trump win without taking the popular vote, he
may not even need an outright

electoral college win. Instead of
individual representatives voting
in the case of an electoral college tie that goes to the House
of Representatives, state delegations vote. Though Republicans
control fewer seats, they have
a slim delegation lead. In other words, if there is a tie in the
electoral college, which is possible due to swing states, and

“The V.P. Debate was
supposed to be a chance
for two of America’s
potential Presidents to
make their cases. However, what we got was a
relatively bland night,
which allowed a small
insect to become the
headline. ”
the election goes to the House
of Representatives, we get round
two of the Trump Presidency.
NBC News and Survey Monkey put the numbers at 50% to
45% in Hillary Clinton’s favor
exactly this week four years ago.
Current Survey Monkey polls
have it at 53% to 45% in Joe
Biden’s favor. Given how easily
Mr. Trump abuses presidential
powers, from his methods of extracting dirt on opponents, to

Senator Kamala Harris and Vice President Mike Pence separated by plexi-glass on the debate stage

undermining the intelligence and
stature of his own CDC director
for political gain, to forcing the
weather service to redraw a hurricane map, it is not promising
that he would be a responsible
incumbent. Attacks on both the
Post Office and voting-by-mail,
allegations of Russian interference, and widespread voter suppression mean that these election results are shaky at best. We
have already seen how in Fairfax,
VA, voters had to wait upwards
of 5 hours to cast their ballots
while being harassed by Trump
supporters. In other words, with
two weeks left, Democrats and
sensible Republicans have to be
desperate to win.
The V.P. Debate was supposed
to be a chance for two of America’s potential Presidents to make
their cases. However, what we
got was a relatively bland night,
which allowed a small insect to
become the headline. As the last
few weeks have shown, it is no
longer up to the candidates; the
people themselves have to make
their voices heard. Anyone who
can vote early and in-person
safely should. Anyone who can
donate money should. Anyone
who can convince their uncles
to turn off Fox for even half
an hour and read about Donald
Trump’s tax returns should. In
2016, Trump thought he could
pull off the impossible and flip
an election on its head. He was
right. In 2020, he is betting he
can do it again – with the debates, Town Halls, and Trump’s
catching of COVID-19 not
seeming to have changed anything – Democrats have a lot at
stake to prove him wrong.

