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Trifecta: EU
Pandemic
Problems
By Nicholas Donnellan

E

ver since Covid-19
pervaded
northern Italy in January 2020, Europe has remained one of the major
recorded epicenters. European nations have suffered the world’s greatest
per capita losses to the
virus. Although the EU
is a highly developed region, its vaccination rate
is significantly lower than
that of the United States,
United Kingdom, and
even Israel. Moreover,
continued
lockdowns
interspersed with brief
periods of deregulation
have ignited unrest in
many European nations,
such as Germany and Romania. As the pandemic
enters its second year, the
trajectory of the EU pandemic response appears
ever bleaker.
The EU had appeared
poised to execute an efficient vaccine rollout.
For example, the EU gave
the Pfizer and Moderna
vaccines emergency authorization and ordered
over 550 million doses
for distribution. Advance
purchases on hundreds
of millions of Johnson &
Johnson and AstraZeneca
doses added to this frontloading of vaccinations.
However, the rollout soon
faced several structural
challenges. The EU faced
difficulties with reconciling the disparate interests
of its 27 member states.
This gridlock contributed to the sluggish vaccine
rollout. Production delays
from manufacturers such
as Pfizer, Moderna, and
AstraZeneca further hindered vaccine supplies. By
contrast, non-EU nations
were nimble and decisive
in their vaccine authorization and distribution.
Boris Johnson, the British prime minister, touted the relative success of
vaccinations in Britain,
which holds significant
truth when comparing
Britain to the EU.
CONtINUED “European Union
Struggles with Vaccines, Cases,
and Social Unrest” on PAGE 3
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Ever Given, a massive cargo ship wedged itself in the Suez Canal during a severe wind storm, causing a $50 billion
loss in prevented global trade. See page 4 for more.

TWO-ACT AMERICAN TRAGEDY: Western Brands
Face Boycotts
MASS SHOOTINGS IN ATLANTA
in China
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AND BOULDER, COLORADO
BY Amber Ting
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Boulder Shootings” on PAGE 5

shutterstock.com

Flowers and signs are left at the Gold Spa for victims in Atlanta, Georgia,
Sunday, March 21, 2021.

R

etail giants Nike and
H&M raised concerns about unethical
cotton sourcing months
ago, but their statements
then did not provoke Chinese consumers. After a
new wave of sanctions issued by the United States,
the European Union, and
other Western countries
on March 22 on allegations of forced labor and
human rights violations by
the Chinese government
in Xinjiang, however, Chinese netizens erupted in
indignation and called on
their compatriots to boycott these brands.
The Xinjiang autonomous region in northwest
China produces about a
fifth of the world’s cotton. Though recognized
as an autonomous region
with theoretical legislative self-government, it
has experienced tightening control from China’s
central government. In the
past, tensions between the
Uyghur Muslim minority
living in Xinjiang and the
Han Chinese, China’s ethnic majority, have erupted into deadly violence,
prompting the government ’s crackdown in Xinjiang.
CONtINUED “China’s Boycott of
H&M, Nike, and Other Clothing
Brands Over Xinjiang Cotton Ban”
on PAGE 4
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Two Years, Four Elections
BY RUTHIE CoLLETT

od, the president may nominate
a new candidate, who will likeclear winner failed to wise have four weeks to unite
emerge in Israel’s March a coalition. A similar process
23 national parliamenta- follows for a third candidate
ry election. Benjamin Netanya- Parliament selects, if necessary.
hu, Israel’s prime minister since Another round of elections will
2009, and his faction of right- commence if the third candidate
wing allies secured 52 of the 120 is also unsuccessful.
seats, nine seats short of a maThese most recent elections are
jority. The anti-Netanyahu co- the fourth in a string of referenalition, a conglomerate of right, dums over the past two years. It
centrist, and left-wing parties, is difficult to gain a stable maalso was unsuccessful at winning jority in Israel as the election
the number of seats that would system requires coalitions, not
legitimize their control of the single parties, to form governKnesset, the Hebrew name of ments. Since 2019, voters have
Israel’s national legislature. The repeatedly cast their ballots with
overall result of the inconclusive the hopes of pushing their coelection was the prolonging of alition into power. Throughout
political deadlock. In response, that time, Netanyahu has been
President Reuven Rivlin will in office, either as prime minismeet with party leaders on April ter or leader of a fragile majority
5 to decide which party he will coalition. In April 2020, he ran
mandate to form a government. as leader of the right-wing Li“The main consideration that kud party against Benny Gantz,
will guide me as I choose a can- head of the Blue and White coadidate [to task with forming a lition.
government] is the chances of
After three divisive national
a Knesset member to form a elections ended with inconclugovernment that would win the sive results, a political impasse
Knesset ’s trust. A government was reached. Netanyahu and
that would heal the divides be- Gantz agreed to join forces and
tween us and heal Israeli soci- form a government from their
ety, which has been dealt a major two political blocs to break the
blow in the shadow of the coro- deadlock. As part of the agreenavirus pandemic,” said Rivlin ment, Netanyahu served as prime
on Wednesday after receiving minister for eighteen months unthe results of the election, ac- til November 2021, whereupon
cording to Haaretz.
Gantz would take his place for
Under Israeli law, the law- the next eighteen months. Howmaker chosen by the president ever, a series of disagreements
will have 28 days to reach an between the two leaders over the
agreement with other parties state budget led to the dissoluand form a coalition. According tion of the Knesset and forced a
to The New York Times, if the fourth round of elections.
lawmaker fails in the time peri-

A
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The Knesset, Israel’s national legislature, in session. The governing body was recently dissolved
after fierce disagreements over the Israeli state budget.

Now, as the fourth election has
failed to produce a clear winner, Israel remains in a deadlock.
The absence of decisive leadership has proved detrimental over
the past year as an economic and
health crisis rocks the country.
The political instability has delayed long-term economic planning and the appointment of important state officials, including
senior officers in the country ’s
finance ministry. Although Netanyahu’s vaccine rollout during
his tenure as prime minister has
been widely viewed as a success,
many have accused him of politicizing his decision-making
while in office to seek an advantage in future elections.
President Rivlin’s decision on

April 6 will have significant ramifications, regardless of which
coalition comes out ahead. Relations with the Palestinians and
Arab countries are considered
essential for the new government, as Netanyahu opposes creating an independent Palestinian
state in West Bank, Jerusalem,
and Gaza—lands Israel currently occupies. He instead supports
Jewish settlements in the West
Bank and occupied East Jerusalem, which is currently considered illegal under international
law. A more left-wing or centrist
government, if elected, is expected to enter into peace talks
with Palestine and is more likely
to consider relinquishing Israel’s
claim on the land.
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The eruption, though long without precedent, was not entirely
unexpected. Meteorologists had
recorded unusual seismic activity in the area since December
2019. After a series of moderate
earthquakes shook the region
throughout February 2021, meteorologists declared a volcanic
eruption imminent—less than

a month later, such predictions
were fulfilled.
Lava fissures were first reported around 8:45 p.m. local time.
Several hours later, a trail of lava
had extended for more than half
a mile, smoke billowing from the
fissures as the melted rock veined
down the mountainside.
The eruption occurred just 15
to 20 miles southwest of Iceland’s capital of Reykjavik and
the Keflavik International Airport; the specter of interruptions
to nearby air travel compounded
worries about the safety of local
residents.
Fortunately, the eruption remained small, according to reports by the Iceland Meteorological Office. By March 20, the
eruptions had stalled, leaving
only traffic jams in its wake. Keflavik International Airport remained open, its flights uninterrupted.

The subsequent days nonetheless saw local officials implement
a series of precautions. Officials
closed roads near the eruption
site and urged nearby residents
to close windows and stay indoors. “The area of the eruption
is considered very dangerous
– the eruption site can change
without notice and put people
at risk unexpectedly,” the IMO
warned in a March 20 update.
By March 29, however, IMO descriptions of the eruption had
mellowed: reports observed an
eruption “ongoing with little explosive activity” as local residents
breathed a sigh of relief.
But not for long—in the wake
of the March 19 eruption, meteorologists expect increased activity in the region for the next
few decades. While the eruption
is the peninsula’s first volcanic
eruption in over 6,000 years, it
will hardly be the last.
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HOW BIDEN’S $2.25
TRILLION WILL “RE-BILLED”
THE UNITED STATES
By Michael Hlavaty

O

n March 31, President Joe
Biden introduced his $2.25
trillion infrastructure bill,
aimed at rebuilding the nation and
creating more jobs. The funding outlined in the bill is divided into four
groups.
In group one, $621 billion would be
spent on improving the nation’s infrastructure. Of this, about $280 billion
would be spent on renovating and
modernizing roads, bridges, airports,
transit projects such as Amtrak, and
hospitals. This includes 20,000 miles
of highways and roads and more
than 10,000 bridges. $174 billion
would be spent on electric vehicles,
including replacing the government’s
entire gas-run fleet with electric alternatives. Building resilient infrastructure to withstand climate-related disasters would cost about $50
billion. About $20 billion would be
spent on reconnecting communities
split by previous investments, such as
rerouting a highway running through
a neighborhood. These communities
targeted by the bill typically have a
large minority population, for example, Syracuse. The majority of the
remaining money would be spent on
miscellaneous projects, improving
road safety (e.g., installing guardrails,
fixing potholes), and renovating the
transportation-on-water system.
In group two, $650 billion would
be spent on improving the quality
of life at home. Of this, $213 billion would be spent on building and
maintaining around 2 million homes
and commercial buildings. About a
quarter of this will be directed towards affordable housing for the low
and middle-income owners, along
with $40 billion on public housing
projects. $111 billion would be spent
on water infrastructure. Of this, $45
billion would be used to replace all
lead pipes across the nation and $56
billion to modernize drinking water,
sewage water removal, and stormwater systems. $100 billion would be
spent on building and modernizing
public schools, with an additional
$12 billion to improve community
college infrastructure. Another $100
billion would be spent on building
high-speed broadband networks
across the nation, lowering the cost
for internet nationwide and increasing the competitiveness for 5G connection. The plan also aims to spend
$18 billion on VA hospitals, $25 billion on child care facilities, $16 billion on mines and oil and gas wells,
and $27 billion on a “Clean Energy
and Sustainability Accelerator.”
In Biden’s presentation of the bill,
he stated, “For too long, caregivers
have been unseen, underpaid, and
undervalued.” This outlines group
three: caregiving for the elderly and
people with disabilities. $400 billion
would be spent on improving the services and infrastructure of communi-

ty-based care. To these ends, Biden
also plans to expand his Medicaid
program and aims to increase the pay
to $12/hr for caregiver workers, many
of whom are minorities.
Lastly, around $515 billion would
be spent on group four: Research and
Development (R&D) and manufacturing. Of this, $300 billion is directed towards supporting domestic organizations and production. To these
ends, $52 billion would be spent for
rural manufacturing, $48 billion for
developing the American workforce
and their protection, $40 billion for
the Dislocated Workers Program, $46
billion for implementing clean energy. According to the White House,
the plan aims to “establish the United
States as a leader in climate science,
innovation, and R&D” after Biden
stated the U.S has “fallen back...the
rest of the world is closing in and
closing in fast. We can’t allow this to
continue.” The plan aims at providing the National Science Foundation
$50 billion and $31 billion for R&D
and small businesses. Research infrastructure in laboratories will also
be upgraded, which will cost around
$40 billion. With regards to “climate
science,” $35 billion will be spent on
specific climate-crisis technology.
The plan also aims to spend $30 billion to prevent future pandemics.
Biden plans to pay for the massive
bill by increasing taxes, particularly
those of multinational corporations.
He plans to raise their taxes from
21% to 27%, the announcement of
which prompted immediate backlash
by the corporations. Even with the
tax increases, it would take 15 years
for the bill to be fully paid for, even
though it would only take eight years
for the money in the bill to be spent.
The bill has a very progressive
theme, as it focuses on minority communities and populations and calls
for many tax increases. This prompted much Republican resistance in
Congress and has been called a “liberal wishlist,” deeming the racial justice and climate initiatives not as infrastructure. Although Biden aims to
leave a bi-partisan legacy, this bill will
be a challenging and multi-month
fight and may need to ride solely on
the support of Democrats.

The Revere is online at
http://the-revere.com
Follow us on Instagram
@theandoverrevere
SUBSCRIBE
theandovererevere@
gmail.com

grace wang

Trifecta: European Union
Struggles with Vaccines, Cases,
and Social Unrest

contributed to the surge. In response,
patchwork of eligibility re- some call for the reimposition of prequirements, vaccine restric- viously lifted lockdown mandates
tions, and individual deals and stay-at-home orders. On March
with outside suppliers have furthered 31, French President Macron manthe divide amongst member states. dated a month-long lockdown on the
Nations such as Hungary have fol- grounds of renewed concern towards
lowed the Serbian model—Hunga- emerging Covid-19 variants. Other
ry’s Prime Minister Viktor Orban nations, such as Italy and Germany,
received the Chinese vaccine and have extended mandates into April at
ordered two million of the Russian the earliest.
Many Europeans have responded
Sputnik vaccine. Other member
to
the reintroduction of lockdown
states, such as Austria and Denmark,
orders
with social unrest. While nuhave begun collaborating on vaccine
merous
nations have faced some form
“booster” shots to combat Covid-19
of public pushback, Germany has envariants.
Though international collabora- countered particularly acute outrage.
tion intensified action, it has not On March 21, some 20,000 people
been without criticism. After mem- protested lockdown orders across
ber states began to float the idea of Germany in forceful demonstrations.
a “vaccine passport,” the EU parlia- Lockdowns, mask mandates, and
ment approved a similar measure: the restrictions on business operations
“Digital Green Pass,” which contains were among the protesters’ chief frusinformation on the holder’s vaccine trations. The Netherlands faced simistatus, Covid-19 tests, and Covid-19 lar challenges—riot police and water
history. However, some have said cannons were used to disperse prothat the vaccine passport violates the testors in mid-March. Lockdowns
established terms of free movement have also catalyzed declining mental
among EU member states. Others health and a rise in negative behavhave maintained that the summer iors among Europeans. Studies have
implementation is too early; the shown that lockdowns have drastiprogram’s slow rollout strengthened cally increased substance abuse rates,
such claims. The recent halting of alcohol consumption, depression, and
AstraZeneca vaccinations in many anxiety. The effects of lost jobs and
EU member states was an addition- business operations also exert general
al blow to the already slowed vaccine strains on the whole of society.
Over a year since Covid-19 first
rollout. Blood clots among recipients
ravaged
Europe, numerous locations
of AstraZeneca doses remain conbear
evidence
of the collective trauma
troversial, prompting several nations
to suspend the vaccines’ usage. As- Europeans continue to suffer. Prague,
traZeneca responded by stating that the capital of the Czech Republic,
the number of blood clots remains is a portrait of grief. Two hundred
within what is expected of the gener- thousand painted white crosses line
al population. Groups such as WHO the city’s ancient downtown streets,
have supported this claim. None- a tribute to those who have died
theless, the sudden halt has angered from Covid-19. The memorial visumany who were already dissatisfied ally echoes the white crosses littered
with what they saw as a slow rollout. in rows across the plains of Belgium
The suspension has also exacerbated and northern France, marking the
skepticism surrounding Covid-19 graves of soldiers who died in battle
vaccinations—disagreements
over during World War I. This analogy is
the validity of claims, safety for cer- as sobering as it is hopeful. Europe
tain age groups, and effectiveness as a has previously fought and recovered
whole have caused some Europeans from wars of grand scale. The battle
against Covid-19 is like the wars of
to resist vaccination.
The result of a slow vaccine rollout Europe’s past, making soldiers out of
and the reopening of society is an in- citizens. The white crosses are visucrease in Covid-19 cases across the al reminders of loss, absence. It can
EU—a “third wave.”. Countries such only be hoped that the painted white
as the Czech Republic and Estonia crosses will, like their wooden counreport 100 new cases a day for every terparts in Belgium and France, be100,000 residents. The proliferation come a reminder of Europe’s strength
of Covid-19 variants, including the and resilience in the face of great evil.
easily transmitted B.1.1.7. Variant
Continued From Page 1
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Giant Cargo Ship Sparks Fears of a Second Suez Crisis
BY Theo Baker

Given’s debacle has been viewed
mostly with a humorous lens, a
n March 23, an unexpected stroke of luck was all that prewind storm caused the Ever vented it from turning into an
Given—a container ship international crisis.
longer than the Empire State
The first Suez Crisis, which ocBuilding—to become beached
curred
in 1965, saw a battle over
diagonally across the Suez Cathe
canal—which
had historically
nal, preventing access to the
been
controlled
by
British
interests
maritime thoroughfare, which
12% of the world’s trade passes despite being on Egyptian land—
through each year. On March 29, take center stage in the Second
nearly a week and an estimated Arab-Israeli War. Then, the world
$50 billion in lost global trade looked on in horror as President
later, a fleet of tugboats man- Nasser of Egypt nationalized the
aged to release the Ever Given waterway, leading to Israel, the
with the help of a full moon’s United Kingdom, and France to
“king tide.” The Ever Given was declare war to reclaim control of
the fixture of enormous public the Suez Canal. Eventually, after
attention for the six days it obstructed the Suez Canal. People several thousand deaths and the
compared its captain’s piloting deployment of more than 554,000
to the “Tokyo Drifting” scene troops, pressure from the US,
from the Fast and Furious fran- USSR, and UN forced the colonial
chise and laughed at the memes powers to retreat and left them huthat rapidly circulated around miliated.
the internet. And yet, while Ever
While the magnitude of this

O

most recent incident never approached the all-out fighting in
1957, experts predicted that Ever
Given could have a disastrous impact on the global economy. With
the Suez Canal impassable, ships
were forced to stall in place or
risk-taking an alternative route
ten days longer and filled with
maritime pirates. Initially, some
estimated that the ship would be
grounded for months before it
could be removed; had it not been
for an extraordinarily high tide,
lengthier routes would have further deterred international trade.
This is all for the same reason that
the first Suez Crisis happened:
the Suez Canal is one of the single most important stretches of
land in the entire world because it
enables ships to cut off thousands
of miles from their journeys and
connect geographically distant but
economically close countries.

Fortunately, the crisis has abated, although getting to the bottom
of the situation’s culpability will
likely take much longer. For now,
Ever Given is awaiting inspection
before continuing its journey to
the Netherlands while politicians
around the world continue to seek
accountability. As of April 1, the
ship owners filed a lawsuit in London’s High Court against its operators, Evergreen Marine Corporation. After incurring almost $1
billion in lost revenue, the Egyptian government has labeled Ever
Given’s captain “uncooperative”
and is also considering legal action.
While Google might flash emoji
boats across your screen whenever
you enter the query “ever given,”
the scale and spectacular ramifications of this accident brought the
world to the brink of yet another
supply chain crisis.

CHINA’S BOYCOTT OF H&M, NIKE, AND OTHER
CLOTHING BRANDS OVER XINJIANG COTTON BAN
League, continued to stoke pubhina has detained ap- lic anger. “Spreading rumors to
proximately one million boycott Xinjiang cotton while
Uyghurs and other Mus- trying to make a profit in Chilim minorities at camps, where na? Wishful thinking!” the orgathey allegedly face torture, sex- nization wrote. The hashtag “I
ual abuse, and forced labor. Chi- support Xinjiang cotton” trended
na has repeatedly denied these at more than four billion views,
allegations, calling the camps while H&M faced a barrage of
“re-education” facilities and nec- criticism from furious Chinese
essary measures for combating netizens. Within hours, many
poverty and religious extremism. other foreign brands trended
After Western media published as well, facing similar backlash.
reports that connected forced la- Amid calls for boycott, all H&M
bor facilities in Xinjiang to brand products have been removed
name clothing companies’ sup- from popular Chinese e-comply chains, many brands, includ- merce platforms, including Aliing Adidas, Lacoste, and H&M, baba Group’s Tmall, Pinduoduo,
have reassessed and banned cot- and JD.com. The Chinese govton from Xinjiang. Similarly, the ernment has voiced its support
Trump administration banned for the public backlash and suball imports of cotton from Xin- sequent boycott. Simultaneously,
jiang in January and officially the state-controlled newspaper
called China’s treatment of the People’s Daily condemned the
Uyghurs “genocide”. In response Swedish retailer for believing
to the West ’s toughening stance in “lies spread by a few people,”
and recent sanctions on two Chi- rather than the “voices of bilnese officials for “serious human lions of Chinese people.”
Since then, at least 40 high-prorights abuses” against Uyghur
Muslims, China countered with file celebrities and influencers
retaliatory sanctions against 10 have joined the boycott. Praised
EU politicians and four govern- by state media, celebrities such
ment entities for “maliciously as Xuan Huang, Jackson Wang,
spreading lies and disinforma- Eason Chan, and Dilireba—who
herself is from Xinjiang—have
tion.”
With China’s renewed push- canceled sponsorship contracts
back on Western allegations, the and brand collaborations with
foreign companies became con- foreign fashion labels. The backvenient targets. After a post of lash has even spread to internet
H&M’s statement about Xin- culture. Honor of Kings, an exjiang cotton from September tremely popular mobile game
emerged on Weibo, the Chinese in China with over 80 million
equivalent of Twitter, the public daily players, has also ended its
flared into outrage almost im- partnership with fashion retailmediately. Other microblogging er Burberry. Chinese influencers
comments, such as a viral post have a tremendous impact on
by China’s Communist Youth consumer behavior, capable of
Continued From Page 1
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Calls of boycott for the Swedish retailer among other Western brands emerged after stances on
human rights abuses in Xinjiang, China.

substantiating labels and driving
sales. However, being the target
of such intense public attention,
they have to be wary of politically sensitive topics and often
cut ties with brands to publicly affirm national values. When
Versace and Coach listed Hong
Kong, Macau, and Taiwan as
separate countries on their websites in 2019, ambassadors Yang
Mi and Liu Wen disassociated
themselves with the respective
brands immediately.
“Can H&M continue to make
money in the Chinese market?
Not anymore,” said Xu Guixiang,
a Xinjiang government spokesperson. After Germany and the
United States, China is H&M’s
third-largest market globally
with 520 stores and $1.4 billion
in sales. In fact, a report from
Bain & Company released last
December predicts that China
will be the world’s biggest lux-

ury market by 2025. Hence, several brands, including VF. Corp.,
Inditex (owner of Zara), and
PVH (owner of Calvin Klein
and Tommy Hilfiger) have all
quietly removed their Xinjiang
cotton ban policies. Meanwhile,
German company Hugo Boss
and Japanese brands Muji and
Uniqlo have announced support
for Xinjiang cotton. As more
than 20 Chinese brands voiced
their proud support for Xinjiang cotton, the cotton ban may
inadvertently provide Chinese
fashion brands with an opportunity to gain more market share.
For H&M, Nike, and other foreign companies, however, taking
a stance against human rights
abuse has clashed with seeking
to maximize profit—sandwiched
between China and the West ’s
game of political brinkmanship,
they occupy a precarious position.
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Russia-U.S. Showdown over Syrian Civil War Remains at Standstill
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Makeshift camp for displaced Syrian civilians in Azez, Syria on May 19, 2019. Nearly two years later, U.S. and Russian tensions within the region continue to inflict untold trauma on the Syrian
populace.

By Quinn Novick

in March 2011, al Assad used
chemical weapons against peacehe United States and Rus- ful Arab Spring demonstrators.
sia have sought to secure Public fallout and political disdominance over the Mid- senters from the event formed the
dle East and expand their global Free Syrian Army, awakening the
influence since the Cold War. In dawn of the Syrian Civil War. The
recent decades, there has been a fractured Syrian political climate
departure from that norm. Russia would soon pit Russian and U.S.
and the U.S. managed to temper interests and militaries against
hostilities until 2015. Russia’s each other.
nominal support of Syrian PresAs tensions between the al-Asident Bashar al Assad, howev- sad regime and the FSA escalater, escalated into direct military ed, Russia backed the al-Assad
involvement in the Syrian Civil regime and began offering direct
War against U.S.-backed forces. military assistance in 2015. The
Today, the two countries continue U.S., wary of the spread of Rusto clash in the region with no de- sian influence, moved to support
cisive outcome in sight.
FSA forces in the area and underThe regime of President Bashal mine Russian interests. Despite
al Assad is at the heart of mili- this political impasse, the U.S.
tary quarrels between Russia and initially stopped short of direct
the U.S. The son of former Syrian confrontation with either RusPresident Hafez al Assad, Bashar sia or the Syrian Government.
al Assad rose to the helm of the However, this détente ended in
Syrian state on July 17, 2000. 2017. In response to an al Asad
The administration, categorized attack on Syrian civilians, former
as authoritarian, has commit- U.S. President Donald Trump
ted numerous atrocities against launched Tomahawk cruise misthe Syrian people. For example,

T

siles on a Syrian airbase.
In 2021, pro-Syrian powers,
including Russia, Iran, and rebel-backed powers—among them
U.S. militia groups, Turkey, and
Gulf State actors—remain embroiled in conflict. While President al Assad remains in control
of the majority of the country,
Turkey and the FSA control
swaths of Syrian’s northern territories along the Turkey-Syria
border. Russian-backed attempts
to displace such forces have proven unsuccessful. Russia and the
U.S. remain locked in a militaristic stalemate.
As conflicts rage on, Syrian civilians continue to suffer the collateral trauma of the Russia-U.S.
showdown. The war has resulted
in an estimated 207,000 civilian
deaths, including some 25,000
children. Accompanying such
deaths is a mass immigration crisis that has forced more than 5.5
million Syrians to become refugees and displaced more than 6
million civilians within the na-

tion’s own borders. Turkey, among
other European countries, has
struggled to accommodate such
refugees. Further confrontation
between both powers would only
exacerbate such humanitarian crises.
Yet, as Syrians suffer crippling
losses, neither the Kremlin nor
the White House has indicated an
interest in any full-scale conflict
beyond Syria. Although relations
soured when U.S. government
officials accused Russia of meddling in the 2016 U.S. presidential election on behalf of former
U.S. President Donald Trump, the
Russia-U.S. geopolitical relationship remains guarded. U.S. President Joe Biden now finds himself with significant control over
international conflicts in the region—only time will tell the outcome of such tensions. But this
much is clear: so far, both nations
have tempered their desire to exert influence abroad with reservations about overcommitting to
military involvement.

THE ATLANTA AND BOULDER SHOOTINGS
attack on a pornography-related
owever, according to business.
Anti-Asian hate crimes are risCapt. Jay Baker from the
ing
in the U.S. and across the world,
Cherokee County Sheriff ’s Office, Long believed he in part because of anti-Asian and
was suffering from sex addiction. specifically anti-Chinese rhetLong was a patient at an evangel- oric linking Chinese people to
ical sex addiction treatment cen- Covid-19. Government officials
ter near Young’s Asian Massage. use divisive language — intenIn a press conference, Baker said tionally or accidentally. Former
that Long only attacked the mas- President Donald Trump called
sage parlor and spas because he Covid-19 the “Chinese Virus”
saw them as a “temptation [...] to in various tweets. Others critieliminate.” Although Mayor Kei- cized Atlanta Sheriff Jay Baksha Lance Bottoms stated that the er for posing for pictures with a
spas were not “on the radar” of po- T-shirt referring to Covid-19 as
lice, police records show that offi- an “imported virus from CHYcers had visited the business over NA.” People of Chinese descent,
twenty times in the past ten years biracial people, and even Asian
and had arrested ten people on people who are not Chinese have
charges of prostitution. Long was been told to “go back to China” or
arrested 150 miles from Atlanta. have been beaten in the streets as a
According to police, he traveled result of growing anti-Asian sento Florida to carry out a fourth timent. More than 3,200 racially motivated attacks—including

Continued From Page 1
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instances of verbal harassment,
workplace discrimination, and
physical assault—were reported
to an online Asian American and
Pacific Islander tracking center in
2020.
That the Atlanta and Boulder, Colorado shootings occurred
close in time have kindled a new
wave of debate about gun reforms. Lawmakers at the federal
and state levels have floated introducing red-flag legislation and
waiting periods. Red-flag laws allow courts to temporarily confiscate firearms from people who are
deemed a danger to themselves or
other people, while a waiting period would prevent rapid over-thecounter purchases of firearms and
thereby deter impulsive crimes
like what happened the afternoon
of March 16.
However, America has been
trying to have a conversation

about gun reform for a while.
At the beginning of March, the
House passed two bills expanding
background checks. It is widely
expected the bills will be subject
to filibuster before failing in the
Senate. States are free to make
their own gun laws, partly because few federal regulations exist. As a result, most states don’t
implement heavy reforms—only
ten states and the District of Columbia require waiting periods.
Now that Covid-19 is starting
to become less of a concern in
America and lockdowns are beginning to end, politicians should
take the time to lead discourse
and propose legislation. After all,
anti-Asian hate crimes and gun
purchase rates can only fall if cities and societies are committed to
change.
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REGIONAL FOCUS
THE FUTURE OF POLITICAL PROTEST IN RUSSIA
AFTER ALEXEI NAVALNY’S ARREST
UNREST IN EX-SOVIET STATES: PART III: Since the turn of the 21st century, Russia has
been seen as the primary rival of many democratic countries worldwide. Despite China’s rapid rise in recent years, much attention remains focused on authoritarianism and democratic
backsliding in Russia and other ex-Soviet countries. Ironically, however, it is at the moment
when Western countries pay the least attention to foreign affairs that these countries see
the most opportunity for change. As protests consume countries like Belarus and Russia, we
take a look at whether such efforts stand a chance of reforming the government. We’ll first
analyze the demonstrations in Belarus and then examine Russia’s recent protests. Finally, for
the last issue, we’ll discuss how these protests might impact their country leader’s grip on
power and what it might mean for the world at large.

public anger, primarily fueled by
a documentary on the extreme
By Neil Shen
extent of the Kremlin’s corruprotests have dominated tion that Navalny ’s team released
news headlines this past days after his arrest. For a time,
year. From Thailand to it looked as if combined oppoChile and India to the United sition from the Russian public
States, governments worldwide and the international commuhave been shaken by internal nity would be enough to force a
dissent. Yet, while much has concession from Putin’s regime.
Yet, two months down the line,
changed, progress in some areas remains frustratingly slow such hopes have proven futile.
or altogether absent. Although The internal atmosphere in RusRussia has further tarnished its sia remains essentially as it was
international reputation through before Navalny ’s imprisonment.
the attempted assassination and While tens of thousands of citsubsequent imprisonment of op- izens in Moscow took to the
position leader Alexei Navalny, streets upon hearing about his
it has achieved its most crucial detainment, the government regoal—silencing dissidents while sponded by arresting more than
avoiding the Russian populace’s ten thousand protesters and
handing Navalny a three-and-aire.
When Alexei Navalny touched half-year sentence at a corrective
down in Moscow on January 17 labor colony. A Moscow court
following a failed assassination later agreed to subtract from this
attempt by Russia’s Federal Se- sentence the time Navalny spent
curity Service, he was promptly under house arrest. Still, the
detained. Russian officials ex- fact remains that Russia’s most
plained that Navalny had violat- prominent political critic will be
ed the terms of a suspended jail silenced and rendered powerless
sentence from 2014 by leaving for the next two and a half years.
The protests have also failed
the country for emergency medto
garner public sympathy—a
ical treatment. In response to
recent
survey found that those
the news, nations such as Gerwho
trusted
Navalny over any
many and Britain quickly called
for Navalny ’s immediate release other politician increased from
and threatened to impose sanc- a meager 1% to 5% upon news
tions if Russia did not comply. of his arrest before quickly reThroughout Russia, protests turning to its original level by
erupted in a rare expression of February. More than half of all

P

Russians remain convinced that
the FSS did not deliberately
poison the opposition candidate. Though an admirable act
of courage, Navalny ’s return to
Russia has jeopardized his personal safety and the future of organized political dissent in the
country.
External pressure on Russia
has similarly proven ineffective.
Short of declaring war or imposing economic sanctions, few
foreign policy measures countries can adopt to chastise each
other. So, given that war remains
an irrational prospect, America
and the EU declared a further
round of sanctions on several
Russian individuals and state institutes on March 2. But Russia
is no stranger to such sanctions.
Since the annexation of Crimea
in 2014, Russia has repeatedly
faced verbal rebukes and economic blows from world leaders.
Despite such sanctions, slow
economic growth, and stagnant
markets, Russia’s fiscally conservative economic policy has
allowed the country to remain
resilient. By isolating Russia
from the global oil market, foreign countries inadvertently
prompted the Russian government to end cyclical patterns of
wild spending induced by a rise
in oil prices. With a foreign currency reserve at a near-record
high of $542 billion and a total

public debt of 15% of its GDP,
the Russian economy is unlikely
to be wholly destabilized by the
newest wave of sanctions. Indeed, further economic pressure
may even push Russia to seek
closer ties with China to offset
any lost capital flow.
As I have repeated throughout this three-part series, not all
is lost. The prospect of regime
change is always a volatile matter, and Putin’s political position
exhibits signs of weakness. Russian youths, more acquainted
with the digital world than their
predecessors and therefore more
likely to find ways to circumvent state censorship, made up
much of Navalny ’s supporters.
As time goes on and the older
generation’s voices begin to lose
prominence, public opinion may
turn the other way. Meanwhile,
Russia’s heavy-handed approach
to quelling domestic dissent has
received criticism from those
within the government. On
condition of anonymity, a senior Kremlin official admitted
that the government had “made
some mistakes” in handling the
recent protests. In time, Putin’s
ironclad grip on Russian politics
will inevitably falter. For the
time being, however, it looks as
if the regime has weathered its
latest challenge.

The Lasting Legacy of Baby Boomers
Biden is four years older than
his predecessor, 74-year old former President Donald Trump,
and 74-year-old Bill Clinton,
the president in 1992. How is
it that 29 years later, our ruling
generation remains the same? In
this first installment of a threepart Regional Focus, we’ ll examine America’s generational past,
present, and future and how demographic shifts are poised to
By Theo Baker
reshape American politics.
The Baby Boomer generation
arlier this year marked the
was
born between 1946-1964.
inauguration of America’s oldest president, The generation was named afJoe Biden, who at 78 years old ter the unprecedented increase
emerged victorious in a bat- in birth rates after World War
tle of two septuagenarians. Joe II, partly because American sol-

E

diers returned home ready to
start families. Currently numbering 73 million Americans,
the Baby Boomer generation
was only recently surpassed in
2020 by Millennials as the largest demographic group. Yet Baby
Boomers have not felt the need
to pass the power of leadership
to the next generation, despite
holding a full majority of seats
in Congress for twenty-one out
of the thirty-four years. Clinton,
George W. Bush, and Trump are
part of the Baby Boomer generation, as well as who many predict
will be the generation’s swansong: Biden, who has selected
Kamala Harris, a 56-year-old

Gen Xer as his Vice-President
and de facto successor.
Having occupied many positions of power over the years,
the Baby Boomers leave behind
a long and complicated legacy.
They grew up in the prosperous
world of post-WWII America,
where job openings were plentiful and opportunities rife. For
example, the average annual college tuition in 1965, adjusted
for inflation, was $450. For reference, the average in-state university in 2020 cost $25,000 for
a single year.
CONtINUED on PAGE 7
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America’s vast interstate highway
The Baby Boom generation legislat- system built during President Eisened numerous tax cuts and unprece- hower’s tenure. At the time of Ronald
dentedly large entitlement programs Reagan’s election, America was widedesigned to benefit almost exclusive- ly held to have the most advanced infrastructure in the world. Today, the
ly themselves.
When discussing his 2017 book American Society of Civil Engineers
“A Generation of Sociopaths: How maintains that America has at least
the Baby Boomers Betrayed Amer- a $4 trillion deficit in deferred infraica,” author Bruce Gibney said, “The structure maintenance.
“It’s crumbling and the BoomBoomers inherited a rich, dynamic
country and have gradually bank- ers have allowed it to crumble,” said
rupted it. They habitually cut their Gibney.
The Baby Boom Generation is
own taxes and borrow money withoften
held culpable for the decay of
out any concern for future burdens.
They’ve spent virtually all our money the American public education sysand assets on themselves and in the tem. Reagan established a substantial
process have left a financial disaster precedent of dramatically slashing
educational budgets – even threatfor their children.”
Ruy Teixeira, a Boomer and senior ening, at one point, to abolish the
fellow at the Center for American Department of Education entirely.
Progress, argued that the Baby Boom The overall result of the failure to ingeneration’s supposed arrogance is ex- vest in American public schools was
plainable: “[Boomers] grew up in an America’s falling annual internationera when there was something close al education rankings. Higher eduto full employment almost all the cation has likewise suffered. Boomtime. Wages were going up with pro- ers themselves benefitted from the
ductivity, and productivity was going Higher Education Act of 1965. The
up very fast. Incomes were growing act provided tuition grants, guaranat the rate of 2 percent a year, some- teed student loans, and work-study
thing that we haven’t seen since.” The funds, allowing a large number of
Baby Boom generation’s actions have students to attend college for virtumade it empirically harder for the ally nothing. Neglect of financial aid
programs has encouraged enormous
good times to keep rolling.
The Boomer generation failed to tuition hikes and predatory loan
invest in safeguarding the American companies to prey on younger genereconomy’s future. Post-war industri- ations.
Climate change is another area in
alism generated, among other things,
which Boom-

ers have been highly criticized. The
Boomer generation is responsible
for a tremendous uptick in fossil fuel
usage, and older Congress members
have routinely blocked legislation
aimed at combating the effects of
carbon emission. When President
Obama was elected and attempted to
curtail fossil fuel usage, the massive
backlash led by the Boomers partly
led to Trump’s success in the subsequent election. This backlash saw
a rollback on dozens of restrictions
on fossil fuel usage, America’s exit
of the Paris Climate Accords, and
a President who mocked a man for
“listening to the scientists.” The Baby
Boomers’ dependency on fossil fuels
is widely unsupported by popular
opinion in a country where renewable energy already provides three
times the number of jobs that the
fossil fuel industry does.
But perhaps the most significant
impact of the Baby Boomers is on
the fundamental class structure of
the U.S. In 1963, the top effective tax
rate was a stunning 91 percent. At the
time of America’s largest economic
boom, it was the mentality of JFK’s
“ask not what your country can do
for you, but what you can do for your
country” that embodied the American approach to society. However,
Baby Boomers flipped that notion on
its head by pushing for privatized gain
and the socialized risk for big banks,
which led to the Great Recession of

some 34 billion euros
to the Greek GDP.
The Statista Research Department
published data in
November 2020 that
predicted the travel
and tourism industries would contribute 52.8 billion euros
by 2028 to Greece’s
assuming a
shutterstock.com GDP,
A doctor measures the body temperature of an urban market
global recovery from
seller in Thessaloniki, Greece on April 6, 2020. A year later,
Covid-19. Theocharis’
Greece’s pandemic response remains sluggish as the nation forces
aggressive plan for
an expedited reopening.
reopening Greek borreece has long been a popu- ders, therefore, appears justified. To a
lar spot for vacationers, the debt-laden country with a shrinking
home of tantalizing visions of economy, an expedited reopening is
illustrious summer parties and pris- essential for economic growth.
tine blue and white sea-front resorts.
Reopening enables Greece to reap
Before Covid-19, the country of 11 returns on its pre-pandemic investmillion welcomed upwards of 17 mil- ments. For example, Greece has allolion visitors annually. While Europe- cated much of its resources in recent
an nations, such as France and Ger- years to developing and expanding
many, closed their borders in January the tourism industry. Many resorts
2021, Greece announced ambitious and hotels have undergone refurbishplans for reopening. Greek Tourist ment to become more sustainable,
Minister Harry Theocharis envisions even carbon neutral, in coming years.
allowing vaccinated tourists by the Under the Ramsar Treaty, an intermiddle of May and general visitors by national treaty emphasizing national
June 2021. However, such plans have commitments to environmental conprovoked the ire of fellow European servation, Greece has also committed
nations.
to promoting its national parks and
Greece is one of the few devel- environmental sites. Therefore, some
oped countries with an economy Greeks push for a quicker reopening
that remains highly reliant on tour- to take advantage of the recent inism. The tourism sector accounts crease in tourism resources.
for 18 percent of the country’s total
However, the country’s sluggish
GDP and employs 20 percent of the pandemic response has jeopardized
Greek workforce. Before the pan- such plans. Though Greece kept
demic, tourism annually contributed C o v i d - 1 9

numbers low in early 2020, the country witnessed a rapid increase in cases in October and entered full lockdown on November 7, 2020. As of
April 1, 2021, Greece has reported
over 264,000 Covid-19 cases. About
a meager 4.67 percent of the population has been vaccinated. Unlike
many stores across the U.S., most
non-essential Greek businesses remain closed, and a nationwide curfew
is enforced from 7 p.m. to 5 a.m.
Greece has received no additional
support from other European nations.
Contrary to Greece’s perspective, the
majority of Europeans exhibit reluctance to resume travel, especially
to outside of the EU. On March 25,
2021, European leaders convened to
discuss reopening plans. Margaritis
Schina, Vice-President of the European Commission, said, “the common
path forward requires a safe and sustainable approach for the benefit of
all Europeans. In lifting restrictions,
we must learn the lessons of 2020 and
avoid damaging and costly cycles of
opening and closing.” Additionally,
Stella Kyriakides, European commissioner for health and food safety, described Europe’s Covid-19 situation
as “very challenging” and emphasized
the need for Europe to collaborate in
coordinating reopening strategies.
In response, the European Commission has asked member states’
tourism and hospitality sectors to
cooperate with the Commission’s reopening guidelines. The Commission
also charged Europe and the European Committee for Standardiza-

2008, and then harshly diminished
the power of unions while loosening
tax regulations on massive stock buybacks – policy moves that economics
say directly caused massive increases
in the salaries of CEOs and a marginal tax rate which sees the top 400
most wealthy Americans paying less
than the bottom 50%. At the time of
writing this article, American wealth
inequality is more extreme than it
was in 1788 France, the year before
elites were executed en masse and social hierarchies were upended.
Whether in the realm of infrastructure, wealth inequality, climate
preparedness, or social security, the
Baby Boomer generation in America
has earned much criticism for their
handling of America’s future. Their
great failure as a generation is that, in
dining on America’s resources, they
have failed to reserve and invest for
their children and grandchildren; for
the first time in the Western World,
younger generations are expected to
live worse lives on average than the
generations that came before them.
There’s no question that the impact
of Boomers will live on in the future,
but their influence, after four decades
of dominating American politics, is
finally dwindling. In the next two
installments of the Regional Focus
series, I will cover what the massive
power vacuum this generation will
leave means for Americans.

Greece Advances Ambitious Reopening Plan
to Recover Tourism Sector

G

By Caroline Empey
GREECE
CASE
STUDY:
PART III: EU border regulations and paltry vaccination
levels impede Greece’s plans to
reopen by June 2021 in time for
the most tourist-heavy months.

tion to develop a “seal of sanitation.”
The goal of the seal is to ease travelers’ worries and provide a standard all
nations must meet before welcoming
tourists. The Commission expects the
seal to be ready in time for summer
travel.
While more economically stable
countries push for continued protocol and strict border regulations, for
Greece, the time to reopen is now.
The country’s economy has suffered
for over 40 years, with the tourism
industry as one of their few stable
sources of revenue. As more of the
global population becomes vaccinated, the Greek government has stronger justification when appealing to
the EU.

fRIDAY, APRIL 9, 2021

regional focus | 8

Climate Discourse and Legislation: The Green New Deal
and How Native Americans Can Have a Seat at the Table

By Emma Jing
THE INDIGENOUS
ENVIRONMENTAL
JUSTICE FIGHT:
Native American activists
call on the federal government for environmental
legislation that recognizes
the colonial legacy of the
fossil fuel industry and
centers the climate movement around Indigenous
voices and practices.

F

or decades, in an effort to
mitigate the climate crisis
on native land and globally, Native Americans have been
on the frontline of advocates
for substantive legislative progress and reparations for minority communities suffering at the
hands of climate change. However, with the politicization of
the modern climate movement
and increased partisan polarization on climate policy solutions,
Indigenous Americans are not
satisfied with the lackluster byproduct of federal climate bills
passed thus far. Indigenous climate activists criticize that most
legislation passed on the Hill,
like The Clean Air Act, which
partners with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
to reduce state greenhouse gas
emissions, do not use a crucial
environmental justice lens and
ignore the nuances of environmental racism, which have made
BIPOC communities especially
vulnerable to climate change in
this country, in its formulation
of practical policy solutions.
That is not to say, though,
that no legislative proposals
have considered the generational climate oppression of Native
Americans and included Indigenous people in the climate
conversation with lawmakers
and white activists. The Green
New Deal, in particular, introduced into Congress in 2019 by
cosponsors Sen. Ed Markey (DMA) and Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY ), calls for
the protection of all historically
marginalized communities and
recognizes the unjust depriva-

Jasily Charger, a Native American activist, speaks to a crowd at an environmental protest at the Capitol in 2019.

tion of Indigenous land sovereignty. This notorious and progressive proposal—the subject
of countless conservative claims
of “socialism” during and after
the presidential election—was
unsurprisingly rejected by a then
Republican-controlled Senate.
However, with viral popularity
and a prodigious crowd-sourced
$20 million funneled into funding the Green New Deal Initiative lobbyist group, this piece of
legislation will likely return to
the House and Senate floors in
the near future.
Termed “indigenizing” in the
Green New Deal, Indigenous
activists describe the Native
presence within the policy as
“decolonizing work” in a more
extensive pursuit for environmental justice. The novel bill
ensures the attainment of “free,
prior, and informed consent for
all decisions that affect Indigenous peoples and their traditional territories, honoring all
treaties and agreements with
Indigenous peoples, and protecting and enforcing the sovereignty and land rights of Indigenous peoples.” This language in
the Green New Deal promises
a radical change from a culture
of consultation in environmental projects on reservation land,
which is prone to loopholes and
infringements to consent.
This lack of consent led to the
Standing Rock protests of the
Dakota Access Pipeline set to
run through traditional sacred
land and Native reservations in
North Dakota. Federal law requires “meaningful consultation”
in cases involving development

projects near trust lands, like the
Dakota Access Pipeline. But as
Standing Rock made clear, that
consultation can too easily be
ignored. Consent, and hopefully
collaboration, should be the bottom line. The Green New Deal
will require Indigenous sovereign bodies before “greenlighting” pipelines or other environmentally damaging projects. The
Green New Deal demands that
policymakers actively listen to
Indigenous concerns about their
livelihood and prevents the recurrence of events like Standing
Rock.
Although Indigenous leaders and organizations widely
endorse the framework of the
Green New Deal, they are looking to build upon the proposal
to create and improve policies
that are cognizant of their and
their ancestors’ lived experiences of persecution and exploitation in this country. When the
Green New Deal discusses environmental justice, or “systemic injustices,” tribal nations are
lumped in with other “frontline
and vulnerable communities.”
However, activists believe the
government-to-government relationship of tribal nations to
the state sets the Indigenous
community apart from other
communities. Their different
histories, political sovereignty,
and unique relationships to the
land must be highlighted and
kept separate from tackling systemic environmental injustices.
Given the habitual whitewashing of history and dismissal of
tribal nationhood, Indigenous
peoples are concerned they are

shutterstock.com

not adequately acknowledged
in environmental justice policy and the law. Environmental
justice policy and law hinge on
the fraught concept of environmental racism. Tribal nations
and individuals experience racism, but land and treaty violations are rather a matter of the
infringement of Indigenous collective political rights — a concept mainstream law has difficulty recognizing — rather than
individualistic civil rights, the
basis of anti-discrimination law.
Younger Indigenous community members are also calling for
complete fossil fuel divestment
and a cessation of fracking practices, outlined in the amended
Red New Deal, that have historically exploited Native American peoples.
Indigenous knowledge is a vital aspect of indigenizing environmental justice. A Green New
Deal that recognizes Indigenous
worldviews and practices will
help create a paradigm shift
based on the relationship to the
natural world, not its reckless
exploitation. Native American
leaders advocate that the Green
New Deal must also hold the
U.S. accountable for historic
and systemic injustice toward
Indigenous communities. It
should also recognize colonization as responsible for trauma
and other health impacts associated with climate change. They
believe that adding accountability to the Green New Deal acknowledges U.S. colonial history, decolonizing the present and
opening the door to greater justice and self-determination.
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Failed Fans, Empty Stands: Tokyo Olympics
to Ban International Spectators
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Tokyo 2020 Olympics countdown clock rendered obsolete after the postponement of the Games to 2021. More than a year later, Olympic plans remain in limbo; the latest announcement bans
overseas spectators from the 2021 events.

BY Frank Zhou
n a year filled with commitments withdrawn and plans
rethought, the Tokyo Olympics is no exception. While
foreign fans are traditionally a
mainstay of the Games, the International Olympic Committee, the International Paralympic Committee, and Japanese
agencies issued a March 20
statement barring all non-domestic spectators from attending this summer’s Games. Overseas spectators usually make up
10-20 percent of an Olympic
Games’ audience, and for the
Tokyo Olympics, they purchased
600,000 tickets. As organizing
fees mount and public approval
of the Games plummets, the ban
aims to uphold public health interests and save face. However,
amidst the nation’s patchwork
pandemic response, the move is

I

just a temporar y fix—and one
laden with ironies.
The announcement comes as
Japan’s sluggish vaccine rollout has amplified calls for the
Games’ outright cancellation. A
March 2021 poll conducted by
Japan’s Social Sur vey Research
Center found that nearly onethird of respondents wished to
cancel the Games, and over 85
percent opposed its current execution timeline. Meanwhile,
Japan’s national infection rates
have accelerated while its vaccine
rollout remains at a crawl. Just
0.3 percent of the Japanese populace has been vaccinated. Families have been forced to maintain rigorous anti-Covid-19
practices as finances falter. As
the nation’s pandemic response
takes another turn for the worst,
so does the nation’s support of
the Games.
Then, the decision to bar for-

eign spectators is effectively a
patchwork solution to dilute
public disapproval of the Games
by avoiding the influx of foreign travel that would spell further disaster. Indeed, if some
Japanese people wished for the
Games’ cancellation, more were
united in their animosity towards the possibility of overseas fans. For example, a March
2021 poll by national newspaper
outlet Yomiuri found that 18
percent of respondents would
welcome foreign spectators in
the stands while 77 percent of
respondents balked at the very
thought. The decision, nominally aimed at “ensur[ing] safe
and secure Games for all participants,” extends a rhetorical olive branch towards a displeased
Japanese populace.
Yet, while the decision comes
in the name of public health, it
leaves countless political qualms
unnamed. In the wake of Japan’s
pandemic
mismanagement,
Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga
scrambles to boost his public
approval ahead of the late 2021
legislative elections. Suga, who
spent the eight years before his
prime ministership as the nation’s chief cabinet secretary and
chief spokesman, is no stranger
to a forceful slogan. He has repeatedly pressed ahead with the
Games as “proof of humanity ’s
victor y over the novel coronavirus.” Come July, Suga hopes to
conjure feel-good support for
his administration as Japan distributes medals to the Games’
victors. But where Suga is eager to distribute medals, he has
still yet to distribute vaccines.
Faced with a near static vaccine
rollout, the Japanese populace

is becoming increasingly vexed
that the Games are on the calendar at all.
Barring foreign spectators
only extends that annoyance to
international audiences, forced
to stomach financial losses and
dampened spirits. Overseas fans
will receive only partial refunds
to the over 600,000 tickets to
the Olympic Games and 30,000
tickets to the Paralympic Games
they purchased prior to the
ban. To overseas fans, retrieving money spent on tickets and
travel plans is a fight just starting. To pay back the $3.1 billion
in Japan’s financial expenditures
towards the Games—the most
expensive of any Games in history—Japanese spectators may
have to dig deep yet again to
cover the financial strain of refunded tickets.
The decision to exclude foreign spectators comes as a meager concession for the Japanese
people convinced that hosting
the Games has caused more
harm than good. As the Olympic Committees and the Japanese government push ahead
with its ban on foreign spectators, costs, concerns, and controversy run rampant. As July
draws near, countless phones
will ring with ticket cancellations as organizers wring their
hands. Meanwhile, the Japanese
government continues to frame
the Games as a silver bullet to
reverse lagging public approval.
Foreign spectators or not, the
Olympics are a flimsy facade
masking the pandemic troubles
that will surely return once podiums empty and stadiums go
silent.
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HARRY AND MEGHAN’S OPRAH
INTERVIEW- A SNAFU IN DISGUISE

his March, Meghan Markle and her husband
Prince Harry embarked
on a journey after leaving their
$14 million, 18,000 square-foot
home in Montecito, California. Courageously defying the
oppressive and archaic British monarchy, they lambasted
the negative aspects of being a
member of the British royalty—
such as gaining fame, power, and
prestige. Upon arriving at Oprah
Winfrey ’s $100 million ranch,
Harry and Meghan sent ripples
through every echelon of British
and American society in an interview that aired on March 7,
complete with a shocking exposé
that supposedly revealed the
domineering, autocratic nature
of the British monarchy. Beneath the veneer of false accusations and thinly-veiled publicity
grabs, the entire interview was a
debacle that highlighted Harry
and Meghan’s abortive attempts
to portray themselves as victims.
Meghan Markle was the indisputable primary character
in the interview. Her stories of
neglect and abuse by the royal
family, which included receiving disparaging remarks about
the skin color of her baby and
a failure to provide her with
mental care when she was suffering from suicidal thoughts,
portrays her as a victim and has
garnered the sympathy of readers around the world. However,
such accusations are either false,
misleading, or downright ridiculous. Markle’s tale of heroism
begins with the infamous curtsy.

Right before Markle was about
to meet the Queen of England
and Britain, the 61st ruler of a
1200-year-old monarchy, Harry
told her that she had to curtsy as
a sign of respect. This standard
show of decorum was, in her
words, “the first moment that
the penny dropped.” To Markle,
paying respects to the Queen of
England, as everyone else has to
do, constitutes neglect.
Other statements she made
were similarly improbable. Markle says that due to how the royal
family treated her, she began to
experience suicidal thoughts but
was denied treatment. Of course,
no one is in any place to deny
that someone may be experiencing certain negative thoughts,
and these must be treated seriously. But to claim that the entire royal household was not only
apathetic but moreover dismissive of her attempts to receive
care for her suicidal thoughts
is quite an accusation. It ’s quite
improbable that there would be
anyone who sought to actively
prevent Markle from accessing
healthcare services provided to
members of the royal family.
Most scathingly, Markle remarked that racism acted as the
final straw, citing that “conversations about the color of her
unborn child and how dark his
skin might be” between other
royal family members prompted her to abandon her position
as royalty. It is clear, given her
statements, that the investigations ought to be conducted to
see whether racism is indeed
prevalent in the royal household.

Meghan and Harry leaving Canada House in 2019 before resigning their royal duties.

These hurtful comments about
an unborn baby, no less, have
no place in society and should
be harshly condemned. But it is
likewise important to recognize
how this might draw attention
away from how detrimental racial discrimination can be. As a
highly privileged individual and
a former member of the royal
family, Markle uses racism to
garner public sympathy and, in
doing so, diverts attention away
from more pressing racial concerns. Especially in this time
of racial reckoning, when racism is finally being addressed
at the systemic level, and positive change is being made for
BIPOC communities that have
been marginalized and set aside,
we cannot allow attention and
general understanding to be diverted away from the concerning
problems that millions of people
of color in our society face.
Markle made a plethora of
statements about the royal family’s cruelty, but these really are
just vague allegations. Curiously
she has yet to provide the names
of the people who drove her out,
which is generally something
people do in a tell-all interview.
Until then, it would be imprudent to accept the caricature she
draws of the royal family and
monarchy. After all, her staff
have also made allegations of
bullying against her—it is only
fair to adopt an ‘innocent until
proven guilty ’ mindset and remain impartial without substantial evidence.
Ultimately, the underlying
theme throughout the inter-

view is how willing people are
to believe a narrative composed
by one person, a narrative that
serves only that person’s self-interest, and a narrative that is unsubstantiated. No objective observer of this situation can say
for certain who’s fault this entire
conflict is, and thus we must be
careful to ensure that we are not
pointing fingers. It ’s critical to
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false accusations and
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grabs, the entire interview was a debacle
that highlighted Harry
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themselves as victims.
understand that Harry and Markle’s future platform rests solely
on public opinion, so we should
not be so naive as to believe that
emotionally yet aimlessly supporting the duo is a moral obligation to two people who have
been preyed upon, as the possibility that this dispute is a ruse
on the part of Harry and Markle
is quite possible. It will continue
to be so until some tangible evidence proves the contrary.
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