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ELIZABETH HOLMES’
FRAUD TRIAL WITH
THERANOS: Theranos
founder Elizabeth Holmes
was put on trial and faces
twelve fraud charges, with
important witnesses coming
forward to testify against her.
see page 3
JUSTIN TRUDEAU NARROWLY WINS CONTROVERSIAL SNAP ELECTION:
Justin Trudeau wins a third
term in an election that was
scheduled for 2023 but fails to
win a majority in the parliament.
see page 4
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AUKUS: Western Powers Form Controversial
Defense Partnership in Pacific Region
By Michael Huang

O

n September 15,
Australia, the U.K.,
and the U.S. forged
a trilateral strategic defense partnership, named
AUKUS after the abbreviations of its member countries’ names, to formalize
and strengthen the three
countries’ long-standing
security cooperation. Described by some analysts
as the “Asian NATO,” the
defense pact enables the
three nations to share military technologies in areas
such as cybersecurity, artificial intelligence, and

perhaps most consequentially,
nuclear-powered
submarines. As the first
formal multilateral security alliance the U.S. has entered since the Cold War,
the creation of AUKUS is
fraught with geopolitical
ramifications.
As part of the deal, the U.K.
and U.S. will assist Australia in building a modern,
nuclear-powered, and conventionally-armed submarine fleet—the first time
the U.S. has exported its
nuclear-propulsion
technology since 1958. Though
marketed as an alliance to

“better meet the threats of
today and tomorrow [in the
Indo-Pacific],” the pact and
its attendant collaborations
are likely targeted against
China, which has built up
its military presence in the
Indo-Pacific region in recent years. In response,
the Biden administration
has scrambled to solidify a
chain of alliances against
China, from South Korea and Japan in the north
to India in the south. The
South China Sea, an area
where China has focused
much of its recent military
buildup, was previously a

Economy
CHINA’S COAL PROBLEM:
This past September, China
made steps toward halting
investment in coal abroad,
but as the lasting effects of
COVID-19 set in, China faces
its own struggle to meet both
its economic and renewable
goals.
see page 5

war & conflict
THE MENG WANZHOU
EXTRADITION CASE: After
almost three years, the extradition case between China and
the United States came to an
end with Huawei executive
Meng Wanzhou and two Canadians released.
see page 7

opinion
THE RISK OF THE UNVACCINATED: The WHO’s
COVAX initiative, whilst insufficient, is representative
of the need for a greater
effort for support in global
inoculation.
see page 8
FEDERAL RESERVE SLOWS
BOND PURCHASES: The
Federal Reserve announced a
plan to taper the purchasing of
bonds and other COVID-19
recession relief policies, a
decision that will pull the
plug on the life support of the
post-pandemic U.S economy.
see page 9

REGIONAL FOCUS
U.S. AFGHANISTAN WITHDRAWAL AND TALIBAN
TAKEOVER: Though U.S.
troops are no longer stationed
in Afghanistan, the United
State’s wars with the Taliban
and ISIS-K, among other terrorist groups, is far from over.
see page 10

JUST THE FACTS
see page 4, 7, 8, 9

shutterstock.com

USS Louisville (SSN-724) of the U.S. Navy pictured on April 9, 2018 during the Guardian Sea 2019 exercise in
Phuket, Thailand.

IS THE EVERGRANDE CRISIS
THE BEGINNING OF THE NEXT
GLOBAL FINANCIAL CRISIS?
By Eric Wang

I

29, it was only natural that
chaos ensued. Although
Evergrande still has a 30day grace period for each
payment, which other
Chinese companies have
used successfully in the
past, its debt crisis has led
tensions to a fever pitch.
Currently,
Evergrande’s
debt problem greatly affects its investors and employees. Investors are angry at Evergrande for the
many unfinished apartments that they have prepaid for and employees
have received pay cuts
so that Evergrande can
raise money to repay their
debts.

nvestors are nervous
and the Chinese economy hangs in limbo as
Chinese real estate company Evergrande struggles
to pay back its debt. Taking advantage of China’s
mass urbanization since
its establishment in 1996,
Evergrande has borrowed
massive amounts of money
and sold investors prepaid
apartments to become one
of China’s largest companies. In the process, they
have accumulated over
$300 billion of debt and
the financial interests of
countless Chinese homeowners. When Evergrande
recently missed two pay- CONtINUED as “Evergrande Missment deadlines on Sep- es Payment Deadlines” ON PAGE 5
tember 23 and September

glaring geographical gap in
U.S. strategic alliance. For
the Biden administration,
AUKUS brings Australia,
as well as the U.K., into
American Pacific defence
policy in attempts to bridge
this geographic gap. Situated near Indonesia, Australia
can provide critical naval
support for potential conflict in the South China Sea.
However, to directly operate in the South China Sea,
which lies some 1600 miles
from mainland Australia,
the Royal Australian Navy
has to improve its current
capabilities. AUKUS seeks
to catalyze just that, arming
the Royal Australian Navy
with Tomahawk long-range
cruise missiles and modern
nuclear-propelled submarines that can conduct warfare far from the Australian mainland. Continuing
a policy that started under
the Trump administration,
the strategic defense alliance marks U.S. attempts to
shift focus towards matching China’s military investment in the Indo-Pacific in
the post-Afghanistan era.
As ambitious as AUKUS
may seem, it will likely not
serve its intended purpose.
While the first AUKUS
submarine is not expected
to be delivered until 2040,
China is expected to commission at least six nuclear
submarines by 2030.
CONtINUED as
“AUKUS: the Good, the Bad, the
Ugly” ON PAGE 6

Olaf Scholz’s Social
Democratic Party Narrowly
Win German Election
By LEO Peters

O

n the evening of
September 26, the
crowd at the Berlin
headquarters of the Social
Democratic Party (SDP)
broke out into cheers
when the center-left party narrowly won the German election.
The party ’s victory, which
once seemed unlikely,
marks a turning point in
German politics after 16
years under the leadership of outgoing chancellor Angela Merkel and
her center-right party the
Christian
Democratic
Union (CDU).
It is a grand turnaround
for the SDP, which performed poorly in the previous election in 2017,

winning only 20 percent
of a fragmented German
electorate. The party’s
poor results appeared to
persist through this summer, when the SPD was
polling at around 15 percent—just a month and a
half before the election,
The Economist predicted
that the SPD had a one
percent chance of taking
first place. But on election
night, SPD won 25.7 percent of the vote, edging
out the CDU’s 24 percent
and winning the plurality
vote.
The striking comeback
was driven by the party’s
candidate for chancellor,
Olaf Scholz.
CONtINUED as
“SPD Wins in Germany”
ON PAGE 3
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THE 2021 RUSSIAN GENERAL ELECTION:
A STATE OF NONEXISTENT DEMOCRACY
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During the 2021 Russian general election, Russians cast electoral tickets in a nominal gesture to democracy that proved little more than just that.

By Sebastian Lemberger

S

table and healthy have never really been words that are
associated with Russian politics. It was thus no great surprise when the results of the
September 17 to September 19
Russian general election left
United Russia, Vladimir Putin’s
party, with a two-thirds major-
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ity in the Russian State Duma,
the federation’s lower legislative
chamber. Putin has been in power since before the onset of the
twenty-first century and has recently poisoned and subsequently arrested his primary opposition, Alexei Navalny. In light
of such political strong-arming,
that United Russia claimed some
sort of majority in the Duma was
all but inevitable. However, as
mountains of fraud allegations
pile up against United Russia
and the Kremlin, the results of
the 2021 Russian general elections leave Putin’s power more
in question than it has ever been
in the last two decades.
Social media in Russia holds very
little regard for Putin and his government. As the election came to
its predictable close, videos of ballot stuffing and people being physically ripped from voting booths
circulated like wildfire. This backlash echoed the widespread protesting after Navalny’s arrest: organized online and tired of never
having known a different government, thousands of young people
flocked to the streets in the biggest
demonstrations since the fall of the
Soviet Union. Many were arrested
and beaten. Videos of governmental crackdown served only to invigorate more protesting, showing the
signs of a government in peril.
As a rule, one can take very little
stock in the published results of
Russian elections. In many ways,
though, Putin’s most effective
tactic has been in preventing any
candidate arising that could even
pretend to challenge him. There
was no opposition to Putin—until
the arrival of Alexei Navalny and
his grassroots movement to expose

corruption in the Russian government. Once again, Putin did his
best to suppress this movement,
labelling Navalny’s organization
as “extremist” and outlawing any
of Navalny’s allies from running
or even campaigning in the elections. But Putin turned to more
outlandish tactics as well. New
for the 2021 elections came a
Kremlin-controlled online voting
platform which would frequently
“crash” and “malfunction,” preventing people from voting. For those
who could afford to wait at a ballot box or employees of companies
like VTB Bank—which required
its employees to vote online—their
votes were invalidated. Though the
Russian interior ministry denies
detecting any trace of interference,
Russian analyst Sergei Shpilkin
predicts that only around 33 percent of the voters in the electorate
actually voted for United Russia
candidates, where polls say that 50
percent of the votes went to the
party. This would seem to be bad
news for Putin, who has always relied on having no discernable opposition rather than directly fixing
election results.
Navalny’s continuing role as a
symbol for the resistance is a persistent thorn in Putin’s side. Instead of being dead, which is the
fate that likely awaited him after
he was poisoned twice with the
nerve agent Novichok by Kremlin
agents, Navalny continues to exert
influence from behind the bars of
his jail cell. On the day of his politically-motivated arrest, Navalny
and his collaborators released a
damning investigative report about
the multi-billion dollar compound
Putin had built with taxpayer dollars on the Black Sea. During the

elections, Navalny pushed an initiative called “Smart Voting” which
would encourage voters to vote for
whoever would be the most likely
option to beat United Russia. Predictably, Smart Voting was quickly
shut down by the Kremlin.
Because of Navalny’s imprisonment, the only official primary opponent to the Putin administration
was the Communist Party, which
came in second in the general election with 19 percent of the votes, a
six percent improvement over the
party’s performance in 2016. In
the wake of the election, the Communist Party quickly mobilized to
contest the election results, filing
multiple lawsuits against the Russian government on accusations of
fraud and staging protests against
Kremlin interference. Retribution from the Kremlin was swift:
many high-profile communist
leaders have since been jailed for
their roles in protests, and busses
of riot police have been circulating
around Moscow and other large
cities, seeking to prevent the chaotic rioting which followed in the
aftermath of last year’s Belarussian
elections.
Still, Putin’s grip looks tenuous at
best—at least relative to the ironclad hand with which he has ruled
for so long. For the first time, a
near majority of Russian youths
responded in polls that the country
was going in the wrong direction,
and only a quarter of Russians
trust Putin according to various
reports. Without a solidified opposition and in the face of such
rampant fraud, it will be hard to
mobilize against the Kremlin, but
Russia’s longest-serving dictator
since Stalin is beginning to feel the
pressure.
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Four Weeks into Elizabeth Holmes’ Trial:

UPDATES AND RECAPS OF THE FRAUD
By Jenny Jin

A

s the trial of Elizabeth
Holmes, founder of the
fraudulent
biomedical
company Theranos, enters its
fourth week, two important witnesses testified in court that
Holmes had intentionally misled
investors on the track record of
Theranos.
Holmes founded Theranos in
2003 at the age of 19, claiming
that the company had a technology called “Edison” that would
detect common illnesses like
cancer and high cholesterol with
just a few drops of blood. Compared to conventional testing,
Theranos promised dramatically lower testing prices and need
for blood. Theranos raised more
than 700 million dollars from
investors, reaching a net worth
of $9 billion in 2014 and securing partnerships with various
national clinics like Walgreens.
With these investments, Holmes
became the world’s youngest female self-made billionaire.
Soon, however, people began
questioning Theranos’ technology. In October 2015, The Wall
Street Journal reporter John
Carreyrou published an investigation on the company, claiming

that Theranos’ “Edison” couldn’t
provide accurate results and that
the company was simply using
traditional blood-testing machines or fabricating its results
altogether. By 2016, Theranos
was forced to shut down its lab
operations, and Holmes and Ramesh Balwani, the former president and chief operating officer
of Theranos, were charged with
fraud by the U.S. Securities and
Exchange Commission (SEC).
Holmes paid a $500 million fine
and gave out 18.9 million shares
of Theranos’ stocks. In June 2018,
Holmes stepped down from the
CEO position and faced twelve
charges of fraud from a federal
grand jury. She might face up
to twenty years in prison if convicted. Due to COVID-19 and
Holmes’ pregnancy, the official
fraud trials were postponed until September 8, 2021, where it
took place in the federal court in
San Jose, California.
In the first three weeks of the
trial, several high-profile witnesses testified against Holmes.
Erika Cheung, a former Theranos employee, claimed that the
company had put a priority on
speed over accuracy in its blood
tests. James Mattis, retired four-

star Marine Corps general and
former defense secretary, who
also served on the board of directors of Theranos, testified
that Holmes had kept the technological problems Theranos
encountered as a secret from the
board. “ We were unable to help
her on the fundamental issues
that she was grappling with if we
only saw them in the rearview
mirror,” said Mattis.
In the last week, Adam Rosendorff, the lab director of Theranos from 2013 to 2014, began
his testimony and provided more
details about the failure of the
technology. He claimed that
Holmes ignored his concerns
about the inaccuracies of the
technology and instead pressed
forward with Theranos’ commercial launch, saying that “The
company was more about P.R.
and fund-raising than patient
care.”
To emphasize the routine failures of Theranos’ quality control
tests and inaccurate results, the
prosecutors brought forth Victoria Sung, a senior scientist at
the pharmaceutical company
Celgene while it was under contract with Theranos. Sung presented a slideshow showing that
Theranos’ tests were more unsta-

ble and inaccurate than commercially available alternatives.
Lance Wade, Holmes’ attorney,
focused on putting the blame
for Theranos’ testing problems
on Rosendorff this week, saying
that Holmes never instructed
him to report an inaccurate result and that Rosendorff should
be the one legally responsible
for the fall-out. However, according to testimony provided
by the government, Rosendorff
had emailed Holmes and other
top executives at Theranos about
test inaccuracy and quality control failures. Rosendorff further
complained that he had not been
notified of some patient complaints and testing decisions.
Carreyrou,
the
Pulitzer
Prize-winning reporter who
broke the Theranos story, is on
the list of possible witnesses
Holmes may call to testify by
the fourth week. The motive remains unclear, but Carreyrou’s
attorneys said that it might be
a “ruse” to keep Carreyrou from
talking about the case on his
podcast. The trial is expected to
last for another few months, as
both sides are calling in multiple
witnesses for testimony and the
court still has more examinations to do.

SPD WINS IN GERMANY
CONtINUED from page 1

I

n an election that focused
more on candidates’ personalities than their centrist
policies, Scholz sold himself as
a continuation of Merkel’s sober-minded and practical style of
leadership. Although he comes
from a different party, Scholz
previously served as Vice Chancellor of Germany and Minister
of Finance in Merkel’s cabinet,
when the SPD was a junior partner in an uncomfortable “Grand
Coalition” between the SPD and
CDU.
As Minister of Finance, Scholz
earned a reputation for getting things done. In particular,
he championed his leading role
in distributing billions of euros in COVID-19 relief funds
throughout the campaign. His
dry, competent political style
(which earned him the nickname
“Scholz-o-maton”)
contrasted
sharply with the mishap-ridden rival campaigns of Armin
Laschet and Anna Baerbock.
Baerbock, the chancellor-candidate for the Green Party, has
faced accusations of plagiarizing
parts of her book and embellishing her CV, while Laschet, the
CDU’s candidate, was caught on
camera laughing during a visit to

towns devastated by catastrophic
flooding.
Moreover, in an election largely free of new ideas, Scholz has
some simple, appealing ones:
raising the minimum wage, increasing affordable housing,
transitioning to a carbon-neutral economy and strengthening
the country ’s green-energy export industry.
All of this contributed to
Scholz’s popularity, riding off
the back of Merkel’s decade and
a half in office. Scholz has performed particularly well in surveys that asked Germans who
they would choose if they could
directly elect a chancellor. It is
this widespread public approval
that fueled his party ’s success in
the latest election.
Still, Scholz does not yet have
the chancellorship. Whether he
claims the prize at the helm of
Germany—and by extension
Europe—depends on the outcome of ongoing coalition talks.
Scholz has signalled that he intends to form a coalition with
the progressive Greens and the
pro-business Free Democratic Party. While the CDU could
still form a coalition with the
same parties, Scholz is clearly
best placed to succeed Merkel—
the CDU, it seems, will follow
out the door behind her.
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Candidates for the German federal election held on 26 September, 2021
included Olaf Scholz, Annalena Baerbock and Christian Lindner, with Sholz
winning the plurality vote.
Whatever the case, Scholz and
the SPD’s rise represents a major
realignment of German politics.
Since World War II, it marks
only the fourth time the SPD

has won a national election and,
if the party successfully forms a
coalition, it will be the first time
a three-way coalition has governed post-war Germany.
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JUSTIN TRUDEAU NARROWLY WINS SNAP ELECTION
BUT FAILS TO WIN PARLIAMENTARY MAJORITY
By KEvin Niu

J

ustin Trudeau has managed
to win a third term as Canadian Prime Minister. Openly
disappointed, Conservative Party leader Erin O’Toole conceded
defeat to Trudeau in the early
hours of September 20.
In an untraditional move,
Trudeau called for a “snap election,” in which voters took to the
ballots two years ahead of schedule. According to Trudeau, this
election was to confirm a strong
mandate for him and his Liberal
Party as they sought to bring the
country out of panic and into a
stage of healing. Many voters believed the election was merely an
attempt to win the parliamentary majority. Trudeau was heavily
criticised by political opponents
and allies after only winning 158
seats, 12 short of the amount
needed for a majority and a result remarkably similar to the
Canadian election held just two
years prior.
In a melancholy victory speech,
Trudeau heralded the results as
an endorsement of his leadership, even while admitting that
his election gamble was unpopular, noting that “the moment
we face demands real important
change and that the electorate
had “given this parliament and
this government clear direction.”
Again, Trudeau will need support from members of the opposition to pass upcoming legislation.
The decision to hold an optional election during a fourth
wave of COVID-19 and a surge
of the Delta variant was not
well received. Coupled with the
numerous scandals from the
Prime Minister’s six years in office—which include pressuring
the Minister of Justice Attorney General of Canada to offer

a large Canadian engineering
firm a deal allowing it to avoid
criminal conviction on corruption charges and at least three
separate instances of black-or
brownface—this reaction points
to waning public confidence in
Trudeau. His results reflect that:
rather than claiming the majority he hoped would bolster
his ability to lead the country,
Trudeau will instead have to turn
to the New Democratic Party as
his primary support, capitulating
once more to a limit of his authority.
In the 2015 election, Trudeau was
an underdog in the race, rivaling
both the Conservative Party and
the New Democratic Party. He
pulled off an electoral upset by
expressing himself as a new politician with a new approach and
new ideas to use—refrains that
are not very new at all. After six
years, he has failed to live up to
many of his promises, but continues to lead the country. In this
recent election, he told voters
that if they returned to a conservative-controlled government
under O’Toole, his government ’s
priorities in combating poverty
and climate change, providing
child care and gun control, promoting gender equity, and combating COVID-19 would fall by
the wayside. Under Trudeau’s
government, more than 70 percent of the Canadian population
had been fully vaccinated by the
election, contrasting the U.S.
which had only fully vaccinated 55 percent of its population
by the same time. Trudeau was
criticized at first for his handling of the vaccine rollout but
has since recovered. In response,
O’Toole told Canadians that
“There are five parties but two
choices: Canada’s Conservatives
or more of the same.” O’Toole
suggested ideas like reversing

shutterstock.com

Justin Trudeau at a 2015 campaign rally sparking support in his voters.
Trudeau’s ban on 1500 models of assault-style rifles, which
faced a surge of negativity from
non-conservative voters. The
politicians diverge most strongly in their responses to the pandemic: O’Toole opposes vaccine
mandates or passports, while
Trudeau has actively pushed for
a more proactive response to
COVID-19.
As voters expressed their judgement in the ballot box, the Canadian government seemed likely
to remain left-leaning. Jagmeet
Singh, the progressive New
Democratic Party leader, will
probably assume a large role in
shaping Trudeau’s Parliamentary
efforts, despite spending most of
his time in the election criticizing the prime minister and calling him an “abject failure.” Also
in the tumult of the snap election came a rebuke of the Green
Party of Canada. After performing well below expectations in
the downtown Toronto race,
Annamie Paul, the first Black

woman to lead a Federal party,
stepped down from her position
at the helm of the party, leaving
its future uncertain. In contrast,
the far-right People’s Party of
Canada increased its popularity
in this election (the party was
founded by former Conservative
Party member Maxime Bernier
in 2018) but remains without a
seat in Parliament.
Ultimately, Trudeau’s risky election seems to have played poorly
for his agenda. Though he remains in power, becoming the
eighth prime minister to win
three federal elections, Liberals
continue without a majority in
parliament and have lost ground
in Trudeau’s cabinet, where some
Liberals were replaced by Conservatives and others just barely
retained their positions. With
O’Toole likely to remain at the
helm of the Conservative Party
and Trudeau stuck in a precarious parliamentary position, this
is far from the victory Trudeau
was no doubt hoping for.

JUST THE FACTS: Gavin Newsom Survives Conservative-Led Recall Efforts
By Ruthie Collett

O

n September 14, California
Governor Gavin Newsom
emerged victorious in a
recall election aiming to remove
the governor for his handling of
the COVID-19 pandemic. Supported by a blue tide of Democratic mail-in ballots, Newsom
was ahead by 30 points with over
two-thirds of ballots counted.
Spurred by the governor’s policies on immigration, attempts to
recall Newsom began after his
inauguration in 2018. Despite
being a fringe movement in its
beginnings, the idea of a recall
gained momentum during the
pandemic due to Newsom’s aggressive pandemic policies, including anti-eviction laws and
restrictions on the state’s econ-

omy. Challenging the incumbent were various conservative
campaigns, including radio talk
show host Larry Elder and reality TV star Caitlyn Jenner, that
hoped to capitalize on voter
frustration with lengthy business
closures and backlash following
a scandal in which Newsom was
caught dining unmasked with
lobbyists in an upscale restaurant, in violation of his own restrictions. However, public fears
over a surge in COVID-19 cases
have caused many voters in the
overwhelmingly blue state to
back Newsom’s aggressive mandates. With state-wide cases of
the new Delta variant climbing,
the governor’s victory will keep
him at the helm of California for
the remainder of his tenure.
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Protestors in San Dimas, California call for voters to recall Governor Gavin
Newsom on September 17, 2021.
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CHINA PLEDGES TO STOP FUNDING COAL ABROAD,
BUT WHAT ABOUT ITS DOMESTIC COAL CONSUMPTION?
In 2020, China was the world’s
largest public financier of coal
s the largest producer of
based power plants. According
greenhouse gases in the
to General Energy Monitor,
world, China has, in recent
China commissioned 38.4 gigayears, taken steps to minimize
watts of coal plants last year,
its carbon footprint. Vowing to
which accounted for 76 percent
become carbon neutral by 2060,
of the global share of new coal
China has begun to introduce
power plants. Christine Shearer,
stricter and more environmenGEM’s coal program director,
tally friendly regulations on its
states that this divestment is “one
power sector, specifically on the
of the most significant developcoal and steel markets. As Chiments on the climate front this
na takes another major step with
year, as it may well mark the end
the announcement of their diof international public financing
vestment from coal power plants
for coal plants.” Affecting $50
abroad, it is becoming increasbillion in investment and potentially stopping the production of 200 million tonnes of
carbon dioxide per year, China’s
actions may set precedence for
the financing of clean energy
and incite global interest in the
reduction of funding for greenhouse producing power plants as
a whole.
However, although these new
promises are a clear sign of
progress, the policy only begins
to scrape at a small part of China’s contribution to the climate
crisis and its own reliance on
polluting fuel sources.
President Xi’s statement only
targets coal abroad, and says
nothing about Chinese domestic
production of coal and greenhouse gas pollution. Accounting
shutterstock.com
for roughly half of the 7.7 billion
Five years prior to Chinese President Xi’s September 2021 address, Chinese coal tonnes of coal produced in 2020,
miners labor at a coal mine in Huaibei, Anhui Province, China on November
51.7 percent of China’s power
output comes from the world’s
21, 2015.

By Raymond Ge

A

ingly obvious that the road to
renewability is not as easily travelled as it may initially seem.
On September 21, 2021, during
the 76th U.N. General Assembly, China’s General Secretary Xi
Jinping delivered a speech where
he expressed China’s commitment to the “harmony between
man and nature.” Further, he affirmed China’s commitment to
supporting developing countries
with green energy, and, most
importantly, that China would
cease to finance all coal-fired
power plants abroad.

highest carbon emitting fuel.
Production has decreased by 15
percent in the past 15 years, but
the pandemic has shown how its
economy remains reliant on coal.
The economic crisis caused by
the pandemic resulted in surging
coal prices. With the tightening
of restrictions on carbon emissions, many power stations, refusing to operate at a loss, have
had to reduce output in order to
meet China’s energy efficiency
targets. Thus, in recent weeks,
districts across China have experienced blackouts and power
rations, leaving residential areas
in the dark and factories operating at reduced capacity. In order
to combat this, according to The
Wall Street Journal, China’s economic planning agency, the National Development and Reform
Commission, plans to “increase
coal production, import more
coal, and increase domestic gas
production.”
China’s coal crisis demonstrates
not only its own domestic addiction but also shows us how reliant the world still is on high
emission fuels to fuel growing
economies. To many parts of the
world, renewable energy remains
a luxury. “Many developing countries don’t even have electricity,”
says Li Gao, director general of
the Chinese ministry’s department of climate change, “In this
situation, if you don’t use coal,
what will you use?”

Evergrande Misses Payment Deadlines
CONtINUED from page 1

I

n September 2021, both investors and employees gathered outside of Evergrande’s
headquarters to protest. Investors and employees are hardly
the only constituents affected by
Evergrade’s financial rut, though.
In addition to being a real estate
company, Evergrande has grown
to also manufacture electric cars,
food, and drinks and conduct
business with many other firms
and companies. Therefore, many
other companies and industries
beyond real estate would also be
affected if Evergrande were to
fail to pay back their debt.
If Evergrande defaults—that is,
fails to complete the payment by
the end of the 30-day grace period—banks and lenders would
be forced to lend less money and
interest rates would skyrocket and pose a tremendous hindrance to China’s economy. Even
if Evergrande is able to pay back
their debt, the panic caused by
the crisis may affect the prices

of property and the confidence
of property buyers. Evergrade’s
failure to meet its payment
deadlines will ripple outward to
adversely affect numerous constituencies.
A potential reason Evergrande
was able to borrow so liberally
and accumulate this extensive
debt to begin with is its reputation. Xu Jiayin, the founder
of Evergrande, is a member of
a group of well-connected advisors called the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference. Because of Xu’s status,
many investors likely felt it safe
to continue investing in Evergrande. In recent years, however,
the government has implemented new regulations that place an
upper bound on large real estate
developers’ holdings. As a result,
Evergrande has had to sell portions of its properties and cease
construction on other projects.
China’s economic growth has
also declined, leading to a lower
demand for Evergrande’s apartments.
Evergrande is not without mit-

igation
strategies,
however.
Hoping to raise money to repay debts, Evergrande sold their
stock in Shengjing Bank Co.
Ltd. in September 2021. Chinese
government authorities have encouraged other firms and developers to purchase assets from
Evergrande to decrease the risk
of economic collapse. Local governments have also been asked
to calm the populace and reduce the impact of Evergrande’s
downfall on investors. Such
measures have nonetheless failed
to prevent short-term losses. Because of investors’ panic, Evergrande’s bonds have now traded
for as low as 25 to 50 cents on
the dollar.
Some have compared the Evergrande crisis to that of the Lehman Brothers, a U.S. investment
banking company which contributed to the global financial
crisis of 2008. During the global
financial crisis, many investors
took on risky subprime mortgages to invest in homes, much
like the investors who have purchased Evergrande apartments.

Mortgage lenders then sold
these subprime mortgages to
vinvestment banks, causing the
banks to take on massive debt
not unlike that which plagues
Evergrande over a decade later.
As the demand for housing decreased, investors were unable to
pay back their debt and banks
declared bankruptcy. Evergrande
faces grave consequences if it
fails to navigate its current crisis
judiciously.
While Evergrande still has a 30day grace period for both missed
payments, it still faces many
problems. From angry investors
and employees to decreasing
stock prices, Evergrande’s problems could have a devastating
outcome if not handled well.
Still accumulating debt from its
marred reputation, government
regulations, and low demand,
Evergrande’s downfall would
bring countless investors and
companies with it. Only the ensuing months will reveal whether Evergrande collapses or recovers.
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Lacking Licensed Truck Drivers, Fuel Remains
Undelivered in Oil Refineries in UK
By Jonathan Ji

O

n September 27, the average price per liter of gas in
the U.K. reached an eightyear high. Prices for petroleum
reached 135.19 pounds and are
continuing to rise. Gas stations
have dried out, and panic buying has ensued as the country’s
various industries reliant on gas
grow ever more weary.
Unlike what many would assume, this inordinately high gas
price is not due to a lack of gas
but rather a lack of truck drivers. The U.K. is perfectly able
to provide all of its nearly 8000
stations with fuel. However, according to the Petrol Retailers
Association, who owns almost
5500 of the 8000 gas stations in
the U.K., over a quarter of gas
stations were empty by September 30. The key to this shortage
lies with the truck drivers who
transport fuel to gas stations.
To operate the vehicle necessary to transport petrol, drivers
must acquire a Heavy Goods
Vehicle (HGV ) license. In the
U.K., the Road Haulage Association estimates that there is
currently an industry shortfall
of over 100,000 licensed drivers.
As such, fuel in the U.K. (and in
Europe at large) fails to reach its
intended destinations.
Several factors have led to the
deficit in the workforce today.
For one, as aging drivers gradually retire, few young drivers are
joining the aging workforce—
something only further expedited by the pandemic. Brexit is
another factor we must consider
when looking at the deficit in the
workforce. After leaving the European Union, the U.K. was no
longer part of the EU free movement rule that allowed workers

to seek work in any country in
the EU without requiring a permit. Therefore, around one fifth
of the deficit in HGV drivers
can be attributed to Brexit.
Whether or not actions to remedy this shortage have been effective remains debated. Prime
Minister Boris Johnson and
Secretary of State for Business,
Energy and Industrial Strategy
Kwasi Kwarteng claim that the
crisis is stabilizing, though Labour Party leader Keir Starmer
criticizes the government ’s responses to the situation. Methods the U.K. has taken in order
to subdue the shortage include
steps for short-term relief while
a longer-term solution is being
prepared. To increase the supply
of deliverable gas, four steps had
been taken. Firstly, 150 qualified
military drivers and another 150
support personnel have been recruited to aid with the immediate shortage, though this is unlikely to create any substantial
difference considering the lack
of 100,000 drivers. Secondly,
the Department for Business,
Energy and Industrial Strategy will draw upon some of the
80 fuel tankers that it keeps for
emergencies. Thirdly, the U.K.
will also give out 5000 working permits to drivers that lasts
for three months or until next
year. Once again, 5000 temporary drivers does not seem comparable to the need for 100,000
more drivers. Lastly, the process
required to acquire certifications
as a HGV driver has been expedited. Besides trying to increase
the supply of gas, the competition law has been suspended and
a 30 pound limit per person on
the purchase of fuel has been
imposed. The 30 pound limit

helps curb the strain panic buying had placed on the supply of
gas. Smarter and more efficient
allocation of gas is made possible
by the suspension of the competition law. The competition law
was meant to keep companies
from colluding with each other
and fixing prices. By suspending
this law, gas companies are able
to communicate data with each
other and work together to prioritize resources and locations
that require more attention.
Beyond the actions of the government and gas prices soaring
to recent highs, what are some
consequences of the fuel shortage that are not immediately
apparent? Many industries rely
on fuel to operate. A taxi driver
cannot work without fuel. Steve
McNamara, the general secretary of the Licensed Taxi Drivers Association, said that 25 to

30 percent of drivers in the association were not operating due
to the shortage. Restaurants and
supermarkets are also unable to
deliver and transport food to replenish supplies.
Even though fuel sits in refineries, it seems as though supplies
dwindle. Our world runs on gas,
and the U.K. is no exception.
Kwarteng said in a tweet on September 29, “the sooner we can all
return to our normal buying habits, the sooner the situation will
return to normal.” Buying habits
must return to normal, including
the ceasing of panic buying. The
industries reliant on fuel must
be allowed to operate once again
without delay. As the U.K. lingers in a gas-hungry dazed state,
it becomes harder and harder
to return to normal each subsequent day. Quick decisive action
is key in the recovery of normal.
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As the U.K. fuel crisis wreaks havoc, gas stations remain out of service in
London, U.K., on October 3, 2021.
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AUKUS: the Good, the Bad, the Ugly
CONtINUED from page 1

T

herefore, AUKUS does
little to shift the regional
naval power balance. The
same is true for long-range strike
capabilities. While Australia
awaits Tomahawk missiles from
its newly-forged allies, China
already possesses thousands of
ballistic and cruise missiles that
can reach the Australian mainland. The power balance is so
strongly in China’s favor that a
May 2021 report by the staterun Chinese media company
Global Times openly threatened
to “target military objectives in
Australia [with long range warheads] when the situation becomes highly tense.”AUKUS
is limited, not only in its time-

line but also in its transnational
scope. “AUKUS,” an amalgamation of the three member countries’ names, nominally precludes
additional membership and suggests that this alliance is not
intended to evolve into a multinational NATO counterpart
in Asia. Thus, the alliance may
have limited practical values beyond its symbolic significance.
International blowback in the
wake of AUKUS proved swift,
not least of which from European nations like France. In 2016,
Australia contracted the French
Naval Group corporation to build
12 Attack-class diesel-electric
submarines at a cost of $90 billion.
Following the announcement of
AUKUS, which effectively terminated this program, French pol-

itician and Minister for Europe
and Foreign Affairs Jean-Yves Le
Drian decried the move as “a stab
in the back,” adding that “we had
established a relationship of trust
with Australia, this trust has been
betrayed.” Despite the angry response, AUKUS is unlikely to undermine France’s relationship with
either of the three countries involved, since it is historically rare
for arms deals to break up relationships between long-time allies.
Other opposition comes from anti-nuclear environmentalists. Australia’s Green Party leader, Adam
Bandt, criticized the deal as “floating Chernobyls in the heart of
Australia’s cities,” citing potential
safety hazards. Some fear that the
deal is the Australian government’s
metaphorical “Trojan Horse” for

introducing nuclear power to the
civilian industry. Indeed, the reactor technology of nuclear-propulsion, though advanced, is remarkably similar to civilian reactor
technology. Therefore, to the ire of
domestic advocates, Australia can
easily transfer what it would learn
from nuclear-propulsion to the
construction of civilian reactors
and even develop atomic bombs.
There is currently no country in the
world that operates nuclear submarines without a nuclear weapons arsenal. Therefore, AUKUS
has the potential of breaching the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.
While AUKUS started with ambitious promises and tremendous
symbolic significance, it angered a
plethora of groups and may have
limited military values.
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Monkey in the Middle:

CANADA CAUGHT BETWEEN
TWO SUPERPOWERS
By Melissa Chang

H

uawei executive Meng
Wanzhou was released
on September 24 after
a prolonged period of house
confinement in Vancouver,
Canada. This marks a significant development in Chinese-Canadian diplomatic relations—after an extradition
case that lasted 1028 days
and sparked national conflict
between China, Canada, and
the U.S., short-term tensions
seem to have been resolved.
However, challenges still remain as further legal actions
are being processed.
Meng is the executive of
Huawei, an influential Chinese
telecommunications
company that provides Information and Communications
Technology (ICT) devices.
Besides Meng, there are other
important individuals affiliated with this case. Michael
Kovrig, a former Canadian
diplomat working for the International Crisis Group, and
Michael Spavor, a Canadian
consultant working in North
Korea, had been arrested
by the Chinese government
shortly after news of Meng’s
detainment broke.
On December 1, 2018, Meng’s
flight was connecting through
Vancouver when she was detained by airport security. She
was questioned by Canadian
Border Services Agency officers due to a provisional extradition request by the United States. The U.S. claimed
that she had committed fraud
by funneling money to Skycom, a subsidiary of Huawei,
to support Skycom’s work in
Iran. Iran was under sanctions
that banned any U.S.-based
entity from doing any business
with it. Nine days after her
arrest, the Chinese national
government accused Spavor
and Kovrig of espionage and
immediately detained them.
Upon hearing this news, Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau raised his diplomatic concerns regarding the
indictment of two Canadian
citizens under Chinese law.
However, Chinese officials
denied that the “two Michaels’” prosecution was in
retaliation for Meng’s arrest.
The U.S. formally requested
Meng’s extradition in January
2021. A few days later, the
U.S. government charged her
with bank and wiring fraud
and Huawei with the theft of
trade secrets.
These stand-offs, however, focused more on political leverage and commercial
power than concerns over
Iran. Chinese officials alleged that Meng’s arrest was

JUST THE FACTS

15,000 Haitian
Migrants
Relocated From
Under Bridge
at U.S. Mexico
Border
By Max Boesch-Powers

O
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Meng Wanzhou leaves the B.C. Supreme Court after three years of her
detainment.
“retaliation for China’s efforts to wire the world with
Chinese-led 5G networks.”
During the extradition courtroom proceedings, Meng’s
lawyers made several allegations against the prosecution.
For example, her lawyers cited George Bellinger, a former
George W. Bush administration advisor, who stated that
the U.S. had omitted crucial
information. Bellinger alleged
that Meng had informed her
bank, HSBC, that Huawei
was working with Skycom in
Iran and had hence obeyed
the relevant laws.
Meng initially refused to
admit wrongdoing; however, she did eventually settle
a deal with the U.S. Department of Justice through a deferred prosecution agreement
that allowed for her release.
As part of the arrangement,
Meng agreed to a Statement
of Facts that said she fabricated false statements to HSBC,
thereby enabling transactions
in the U.S. that were in violation of U.S. sanctions. In return, Meng was not required
to pay a fine and could deny
her key charges.
This extradition case impacted the diplomacy between China, Canada, and
the United States. China adopted a retributive strategy
in response to Meng’s arrest,
detaining two presumably innocent Canadians. China also
restricted the export of Canadian agriculture into the
country. Additionally, a Cana-

dian drug trafficker was sentenced to death after a sudden
retrial. Canada, struggling
between two superpowers,
gave in to neither Beijing’s
pressure to release Meng nor
the U.S. demand for Meng’s
immediate extradition. Thus,
Meng’s case strained diplomatic ties between China and
Canada and harmed Canada’s
relationship with the United
States.
The political and commercial, rather than legal, nature
of the case was clear. During
the investigation, former U.S.
President Donald Trump
said more than once that he
might be willing to “release
Ms. Meng in exchange for
concessions on trade.” Meanwhile, Meng’s own father said
he “would rather withstand
attacks for a couple more
years and [let his] daughter
[...] suffer more than let China concede something to the
United States.”
Though Meng’s release, orchestrated by the Biden administration
(consciously
taking a less belligerent attitude than the Trump administration), did reduce
tensions, challenges remain.
The plea deal Meng signed
allows the U.S. to pursue further legal action against Huawei, which “remains subject
to harsh U.S. trade sanctions
that have crippled its business operations.” It may turn
out that this protracted battle
was in fact a mere skirmish in
a longer war.

n September 24, the Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) emptied a migrant camp
that formed under an international bridge in Del Rio, Texas, after the
settlement forced the week-long closure of the bridge, threats to small
business supplies and operations, and
economic losses that numbered an estimated $8 million.
The crumbling of the government,
economy, and infrastructure in Haiti has contributed to the recent surge
in the number of Haitian migrants at
the U.S border. These issues were exacerbated by the assassination of the
country ’s president in July and a magnitude 7.2 earthquake in August that
ravaged the nation’s already crumbling infrastructure.
The majority of migrants in the camp
had flown from Haiti to Ecuador,
where a visa is not required for visiting Haitian citizens. From there,
large caravans of Haitian migrants
set off solo or combined with Central
American caravans to travel south
through Mexico, arrive at the southern U.S. border, and collect under the
Del Rio International Bridge. The
bridge, which connects Del Rio, Texas, and the Ciudad Acuña, Mexico, is
a high-volume trade route for the two
cities. An estimated $2.8 billion has
passed over the bridge since January
2021; the migrant settlement that
shut down the bridge from September 17 to September 24 interrupted
and nearly collapsed Ciudad Acuña
economic activities.
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A Haitian migrant family crosses the border
into the U.S. to request asylum on May 12,
2021.
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JUST THE FACTS: CHILD DEATH TOLL RISING
WITH NUMBER INVOLVED IN CHILD LABOR
By Emory Wilson

O

n June 9, 2021, United
Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) Executive Director Henrietta Fore took to
Twitter to make a grave declaration: “we are losing ground in the
fight against child labor.” Fore’s
words marked a sharp departure
from years of encouraging news.
Between 2000 to 2016, advocacy
efforts had succeeded in reducing the number of child laborers by 94 million. COVID-19
has seen this progress halt and
reverse. The rapid increase since
2016 of 6.5 million to 79 million children aged five to 17 and

working in dangerous conditions provides “a wake-up call,”
in the words of International
Labor Organization (ILO) Director-General Guy Ryder.
Child labor is a phenomenon
fueled by systemic inequities
exacerbated by COVID-19. In
order to compensate for their
parents losing jobs due to the
pandemic, children have begun
working in conditions of unfair
pay, theft, and even violence. As
for already employed children,
the workplace conditions have
only become more hazardous.
Such workplace conditions can
result in permanent disability, serious injury, physiological

damage, and death—the ILO
estimates 22,000 children die
because of workplace conditions
each year. Children, still developing physically, psychologically, and intellectually, are all the
more susceptible to dangers in
the workplace.
Youth exploited through child
labor carry the shadow of exploitation for the rest of their
lives—many drop out of school,
remain in dangerous conditions
for the rest of their lives, and
never accumulate the finances
to support a quality way of life.
As such, many countries have
instated strict child labor laws
in order to protect their youth,

but even under such regulations
child labor continues to soar.
In attempts at mitigation, the
ILO and UNICEF have sought
to focus on directing children
into the education system and
finding more and higher quality
jobs for adults. In Ryder’s words,
“ We cannot stand by while a new
generation of children is put at
risk [...] we are at a pivotal moment and much depends on how
we respond.”
Rising child labor numbers
during the COVID-19 pandemic spells disaster for millions of
children around the globe. As
the pandemic rages on, we have
a responsibility to act.

OPINION

The Greatest Risk Lies Within the Unvaccinated
By Andrew Chinn

A

s the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) prepares two upcoming meetings on October 14 and 15 to
discuss the safety and nature
of boosters shot doses from the
Moderna and Johnson and Johnson vaccine, the World Health
Organization ( WHO) has firmly reasserted its stance that there
is little data to support the need
for a third or fourth shot.
While recent WHO guidelines
warn against booster shots, the
organization has continued to
push the necessity of accelerating current efforts to vaccinate
unvaccinated individuals. “ Vaccinating many more people who
were unvaccinated will save lives
so it ’s a fairly straightforward
proposition,” said Bruce Aylward, a senior advisor and director general to the WHO, in
a press conference on August 18.
There is currently little being
done by high- and middle-income countries to increase the
quantitative amount of vaccinated individuals, which is predicted to yield a much greater protection from future mutations.
Indeed, the WHO has maintained that global inoculation
is a necessity, not a luxury. “The
virus is evolving and it ’s not in
the best interests of leaders just
to focus on narrow nationalistic
goals when we live in an interconnected world and the virus
is mutating quickly,” warned
Tedros Adhonam Ghebreyesus
on August 18. Clinical evidence
sets a clear precedent: the necessity for booster shots is tenuous.
“ We don’t know if booster doses are going to make a big difference in terms of severe disease and death in the near term.
You’ve just heard the scientists
speak to the evidence in that
regard.” Larger and developed
countries should not feel a sense
of immunity once local popula-

tions have been vaccinated and
provided with the booster shot.
The absence of an international
effort to provide and distribute
vaccines will continue to exacerbate the risk of future mutations
and outbreaks.
Even so, the discourse between
domestic
and
international
health organizations outlines
a larger problem that currently
hampers chances to inoculate
populations globally. “ The divide
between the haves and have-nots
will only grow larger if manufacturers and leaders prioritise
booster shots over supply to low
and middle-income countries,”
said Ghebreyesus. “At present,
just ten countries have administered 75 [percent] of all vaccine
supplies, and low-income countries have vaccinated barely [two
percent] of their people.” There
should be a critical urgency for
countries who have vaccinated most of their domestic populations to convert efforts in a
globally centered vaccination
plan.
COVAX, an initiative to “accelerate the development, production, and equitable access”
of COVID-19 vaccines, is currently led by the WHO and
UNICEF. Founded in 2020
when COVID-19 began spreading uncontrollably at an international scale, COVAX aims to
provide a support system for
low and middle-income countries struggling to acquire and
distribute vaccinations. While
the aim of distributing two billion vaccines by the first quarter
of 2021 presented an optimistic look on vaccine distribution,
the projection proved little more
than just that. As of September
9, the COVAX initiative has distributed just 240 million doses
in 139 countries and has “largely [placed] the blame on the
shoulders of the world’s richest
countries, some of which have
purchased more than enough

vaccines for their populations.”
However, COVAX itself is at
fault for the middling progress
towards its goals, owing to mismanagement and excessive prudence. The COVAX agreement
forbade any country or group
from making vaccine purchases that numbered more than 20
percent of its population size,
a preventative measure to reduce hoarding and stockpiling
reserves. However, such nominally-prudent measures have
proven ineffectual as larger nations such as the U.S. continue
to stockpile as underdeveloped
countries struggle to purchase
any vaccines at all. A December
2020 BBC report revealed that
the top 14 percent of countries
in the world have secured over
50 percent of the world’s safest
and effective vaccines. International aid efforts have only redirected vaccines back into the
richest parts of the world, with
the European Union exporting
34 million doses towards “Singapore, Saudi Arabia and Hong
Kong — countries that have no

problem sourcing and paying for
vaccines.”
In the first quarter of 2022, the
vaccination gap between low
earning and developed countries
will continue to widen, with
high-earning countries projected to vaccinate over 90 percent
of their populations compared to
the two percent of low-income
countries. The lack of infrastructural and financial support
that low-middle and low-income countries can fall back on
during a crisis has stagnated any
effort to get their communities the necessary doses without
third-party support.
While developed countries continue to discuss the possibility to
expand booster shot programs,
countries with access to the necessary resources for supporting
their lower income counterparts
should shift their focus to international aid. COVAX and initiatives like it are a good start but
they are blatantly insufficient in
acquiring and distributing to the
necessary scale that is needed to
prevent outbreaks in the future.
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The COVAX initiative began in April 2020 to make access to COVID-19 vaccines more accessible for lesser developed nations.
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Federal Reserve Reduces Economic
Support Measures Amid Recovery
By Dominique Williams

I

t ’s been over a year since the
entire world ground to a halt
as a result of the COVID-19
pandemic. At a time when businesses and governments prepared for economic growth with
the coming of the new decade,
they were suddenly confronted
with a global pandemic. This
pandemic brought down the
brakes on activities that sustain
our economies, creating one of
the greatest financial crises in
recent history.
While the mass roll-out of vaccinations have ushered in a sense
of a return to normalcy, this return will be marked by numerous
difficult tasks. In order to alleviate the economic strain caused
by the lockdown, the government has been purchasing bonds
and other assets.
As a result of the pandemic-induced recession, the Federal
Reserve began purchasing $120
billion dollars’ worth of bonds
monthly. Also known as quantitative easing, the Federal Reserve has essentially been pouring money into the economy as a
way to expand economic activity
such as borrowing and spending.
The Federal Reserve has also
kept interest rates near zero. By
lowering interest rates, it has
become less lucrative to save
money that will not be gaining
interest, making it a prime time
to borrow while interest rates
are low.
Thanks in large part to these
initiatives, experts report that
the U.S. economy is on track for
a strong recovery. Government
stimulus and benefits have dramatically increased the average
consumer’s disposable personal
income. Businesses are bouncing back, economic activity is
climbing to pre-COVID-19
levels, and consumer spending is growing rapidly. A lot of
this economic support has been
spearheaded by the Federal Reserve. Lowered interest rates and
heavy spending on government
backed bonds have cut interest
rates, which in turn has boosted
economic activity and growth by
encouraging more loans.
The Federal Reserve announced
during a meeting on September
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The Federal Reserve Building pictured in Washington DC.
22 that it planned to slow down
government backed asset purchasing and raise interest rates
by the end of next year. This reflects policymakers’ desires to
move the markets off of the government-backed economic support they had been relying on
to stay afloat during the height
of the pandemic. “ They want to
start the exit [...] They ’re putting the markets on notice,” said
Priya Misra, global head of rates
strategy at TD Securities.
Other threats to the U.S. economy still remain. The insecurity
shrouding the Chinese real estate bubble and prolonged presence of COVID-19 has put the
financial market on edge. Rising
COVID-19 cases in the U.S. remind us that we are still living
through a global pandemic, and
that normalcy is still a long way
away. Reluctance by some to return to work is also a major influence hindering the recovery
of the U.S. economy. In fact, the
labor sector has been one of the
slowest to recovery, as many em-

ployees are seizing the opportunity to define what a post-pandemic workforce will look like.
Many Americans are staying
home, not because they are lazy,
but due to factors such as high
childcare costs and the poor job
protection that left them unemployed during the pandemic.
However, many at the Federal
Reserve feel that time is of the
essence. As inflation reaches the
highest it has been in 30 years,
many take it as a good indicator that the economy is recovering well and that inflation is
projected to shrink back within
range by the end of next year.
Others are more doubtful, as
they worry that inflation will remain elevated due to corporate
pricing power and higher consumption rates.
Despite these concerns, however,
the Federal Reserve has decided
to push forward and reduce asset purchasing. We will have to
wait and see if this decision was
premature or if it was a difficult,
but necessary, measure required

to build back the U.S. economy.
The Chairman of the Board of
Governors, Jerome H. Powell,
shared this sentiment on June
16, 2021 when he said that “the
process of reopening the economy is unprecedented, as was
the shutdown at the onset of the
pandemic.” However, if there
is anything that this pandemic
taught us, it is that across the
globe, people are resilient. We
will rebuild and we will find our
way back to normalcy.
The Revere is online at
http://the-revere.com
Follow us on Instagram
@theandoverrevere
SUBSCRIBE
theandovererevere@
gmail.com

JUST THE FACTS: 2021 Atlantic Hurricane and Tropical Storm Season
Continues to Make Landfall on North America
By Lena Ciganer-Albeniz

N

ational
Oceanic
and
Atmospheric
Agency
(NOAA) scientists predicted in the beginning of August that the 2021 Atlantic
hurricane season is 65 percent
likely to be above normal. They
were correct. The 2021 Atlantic

Hurricane and Tropical Storm
Season continues to cause damage all throughout the Atlantic.
As of October 3, 2021, the season has produced a total of 20
named storms, making it tied as
the third most active storm season ever recorded. Despite the
season supposedly running from
June 1 to November 30, the

first named storm of the season,
Subtropical Storm Ana, formed
in Bermuda on May 22. Since
then, storms Bill, Claudette,
Danny, Elsa, Fred, Grace, Henri,
Ida, Julian, Kate, Larry, Mindy,
Nicholas, Odette, Peter, Rose,
Sam, Teresa, Victor, and Wanda
have arrived on the Atlantic to
cause a total of $55.178 billion

worth of damages. The latest
storm, Hurricane Sam, is said
to be the most powerful storm
as a high-end Category 4 storm
at the moment. Though there is
no threat to the U.S. mainland,
the storm will affect areas in the
middle of the Atlantic.
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HOW THE WAR IN AFGHANISTAN ENDED

AND WHAT LIES AHEAD

By Mia Xiao

O

n August 30, the U.S. Military withdrew from Afghanistan one day ahead of
the planned departure deadline,
drawing an end to the longest
war in U.S. history. The internal
Afghan conflicts and turmoil,
however, seem to have only just
begun.
“I trust the capacity of the Afghan military, who is better
trained, better equipped, and
more competent in terms of
conducting war,” said President
Biden in July when asked if he
trusted the Taliban. Yet, despite
President Biden’s attempts to
defend the U.S. withdrawal from
Afghanistan, the situation in
Afghanistan has deteriorated at
a rate unseen in the two decades
of war. The Taliban’s campaign
to resume control of the country accelerated almost as soon
as American troops started to
withdraw in May. After seizing
Zaranj, a provincial capital on
the Afghanistan-Iran border,
14 more provincial capitals fell
to the Taliban within the next
week. Finally, the Taliban seized
control of the capital city, Kabul,
for the second time in 25 years
on August 15, just hours after
President of the Afghan Republic, Ashraf Ghani, fled the country.
So far, the Taliban has refrained
from inflammatory rhetoric and
committed to building a fair and
“inclusive government,” according to Taliban spokesperson Suhail Shaheen. There will be “no

risks to [Afghan people’s] property, to their lives or to their
honor,” Shaheen told CNN.
He promised that Afghans who
worked with U.S. forces, the
Afghan government, or international NGOs will be granted
amnesty as well as pledging to
maintain the rights obtained by
Afghan women over the past two
decades. The credibility of his
promises, however, is questionable. Taliban gunmen have gone
door-to-door in neighborhoods
of Kabul in search of those who
supported the American forces
or the former government. As
recently as July, Taliban gunmen
walked into offices in the Azizi
Bank in the southern city of
Kandahar and escorted female
workers back to their homes, ordering to have their male relatives take the positions in their
place. Additionally, the Taliban
has cracked down a number of
independent journalists.
Prompted by fears of the same
repressive regime from the Taliban’s last reign—a fear based on
ample lived experience—scores
of Afghans fled to the Kabul
airport in hopes of escaping
the Talibansince the takeover.
In desperation, some even tried
to cling to departing U.S. military planes. Chaos at the airport reached a pinnacle on August 26, when a suicide attack
killed as many as 180 people, 13
of whom were American troops.
The terrorist attack became the
deadliest of the war, and the 13
Americans became the first service members to die in Afghan-

Old Taliban tanks and guns on the outskirts of Kabul, Afghanistan.

istan since February 2020. “ We
will not forgive. We will not
forget. We will hunt you down
and make you pay,” said President Biden as he addressed the
organizers of this attack, the
group known as Islamic State
Khorasan Province, or ISIS-K.
Founded in 2015 as an Afghan
affiliate of the ISIS group in the
Middle East, ISIS-K embodies
a more extreme and unyielding
version of Islam than the Taliban. The group, like other terrorist groups, sees the U.S. as
its main enemy, but it also has
openly denounced Taliban for
their version of Islam being insufficiently hardline.
ISIS-K, as well as the threat of
strict Taliban rule in Afghanistan, both hint that while the
war in Afghanistan has ended, the United States has yet
to “turn the page” on its wars.
However, President Biden would
have the world believe this is not
the case. He announced during a
September speech at the United Nations, “for the first time
in 20 years, the United States
is not at war. We’ve turned
the page.” Although American
troops are no longer stationed
in Afghanistan, America’s wars
in the Middle East are far from
over. In fact, just the day before
President Biden’s speech, a U.S.
drone fired a missile that killed
a suspected Al-Qaeda leader in
Northwestern Syria. Today, there
are still more than 40,000 U.S.
troops stationed in the Middle
East, and they “are not coming
home,” as Democrat New Jersey

Rep. Tom Malinowski disclosed
during the September 2021 congressional testimony from Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken.
“They are merely moving to
vvvother bases in the same region to conduct the same counterterrorism missions, including
in Afghanistan,” Malinowski
elaborated. President Biden has
sought to draw attention away
from such efforts: the majority of these troops are not likely
to have “routine engagement in
combat,” he described in a June
2021 letter to the Congress.
The definition of war, therefore,
may be constructed around the
degree of U.S. foreign involvement in conflicts, as has traditionally been the case with former presidents. The withdrawal
at most reflects a desire by the
Biden Administration of a more
hands-off policy to limit the
costs of military engagement;
the arrangement, however, will
also risk leaving the U.S. in a
more reactive position to future
conflicts. Regardless, the “tragic mistake” that was the August
29 drone strike in Kabul killed
10 civilians but “was not the last
act of our war,” said Rep. Malinowski. “It was unfortunately
the first act of the next stage
of our war,” Malinowski added,
making it abundantly clear that
the U.S.’s “forever wars” in the
Middle East will continue, albeit in the form of shadow wars.
Meanwhile, life in Afghanistan
has been radically upturned by
the Taliban takeover with or
without future U.S. involvement.
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