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INFLATION: Inflation rises
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CHINA’S “ZERO COVID-19”
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seals off Xi’an, confusion
and anguish from residents’
experience in lockdown test
sustainability of the authoritarian-style approaches.
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ACTIONS AGAINST THE
U.K OVER FISHING LICENSES: After over a month
of negotiation, France takes
legal action against the United
Kingdom over the withholding
of fishing licenses from French
fishermen.
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VACCINATION MANDATES
EXPOSE A BROKEN DEMOCRACY: After two years
of a pandemic induced limbo,
there seems to be no end of a
future without confronting our
own broken democracy, which
has resulted in the inaction and
politicization of COVID-19.
see page 9

Senator Joe Manchin:
The Democratic Party’s
Greatest Obstacle
By Sebastian Lemberger

S

and the Vice President ’s
vote, to pass into law.
The Build Back Better
bill is massive in scope.
While President Biden
initially claimed that the
initiative would cost 1.75
trillion dollars, analysts
have estimated the bill’s
actual cost to be greater,
in certain cases estimating its price at around 4.8
trillion. But this hefty
price tag is well-justified.
Build Back Better devotes
funding to a myriad array
of issues including universal preschool, affordable housing, clean energy, affordable healthcare,
and sustainable agriculture, areas where the US
has fallen behind relative
to other developed countries. The bill’s breadth
has drawn criticism, particularly from Manchin,
who seemed to arbitrarily
choose his attack points,
even at one point suggesting that the bill be solely
climate-oriented. Ironic
given that was one of his
biggest objections to the
bill at different points in
the process (and considering he made his fortune
in the coal industry).

ince its tumultuous
inception, the Biden
administration
has
run into its fair share of
problems. Attempts by
the administration to
pass meaningful legislature have been fought
tooth and nail by members of the Republican
Party in both Chambers
of Congress, despite the
theoretical majority of
Democrats in both the
House and Senate. However, Biden’s staunchest obstacle comes from
within: the Democrat
from West Virginia, Senator Joe Manchin III.
Elected to an increasingly conservative state in
2010, Manchin kept a low
profile in DC as a proud
centrist and advocate of
bipartisanship. But his
unique political agenda
brought him to the forefront of the Democratic party’s dysfunction in
2021, and his controlling
vote has allowed him to
stonewall the Build Back
Better spending bill, an
initiative supported by a
vast majority of Americans which requires all 50
as “Senator Joe ManDemocrats in the Senate, CONtINUED
chin...” ON PAGE 8

By Ani Bayramyan

L

ess than two years
ago, Apple’s market
capitalization, an estimate of the company ’s
total value, hit the $2 trillion dollar mark—a previously unheard of sum,
even for the world’s most
valuable corporation. On
January 3, 2022, Apple
welcomed the new year
with a fresh milestone:

the company’s valuation
crested $3 trillion, dwarfing the likes of Netflix,
Microsoft,
Coca-Cola, LVMH, and Amazon
(other distant contenders
for capitalism’s highest
throne).
From its founding in 1976
until 2018, Apple grew
steadily until it became
the first American company to reach a trillion

MUTUALLY ASSURED DISINFORMATION: During the
pandemic, many Chinese and
American media outlets have
been attacking each other’s
COVID-19 policies to discredit
their political ideology.
see page 10

see pages 2, 7, 8, 9

MUTUALLY ASSURED
DISINFORMATION
By JENNY JIn

Belarus for the transport
of migrants to the border
Poland, once considered of the European Union.
far-removed from the Morawiecki
described
migrant crisis faced by how “tens of thousands”
its Southern and Western of refugees, asylum seekEuropean neighbors, has ers, and other migrants
recently found itself con- are being used by Russia
tending with a new wave to put external pressures
of migration, this time on on the E.U..
its Eastern border. Since Belarus has faced a poAugust, over 7,000 mi- litically tumultuous past
grants largely from Mid- couple years, ranging
dle Eastern nations, as from accusations of elecwell as Asia, have arrived tion fraud, a harsh crackat Poland’s border with down on internal dissent,
Belarus. Such an unex- to its political isolation
pected increase in migra- on the world stage. Howtion has prompted Poland ever, sanctions applied by
to act harshly and swiftly. the E.U. on Belarus as a
The origins of this migra- result of the nation’s artion crisis have proven to rest of a dissenting jourbe more convoluted than nalist, which provoked an
that which has plagued international
response,
Southern Europe. In Italy proved to be a boiling
and Greece, the migrant point. As a result, Becrisis has been brought larus effectively removed
on by a wave of refugees itself from an agreement
travelling independently with the E.U. regarding
to escape violent conflict migration controls. Many
without support from any have accused Belarus of
governmental
institu- using migrants from wartions. In Poland (and, to torn nations such as Iraq,
a lesser extent, the Baltic Afghanistan, and Syria
states at large), howev- as a means to create iner, the refugees and mi- stability from within the
grants are believed to be E.U. as retaliation for the
aided by foreign powers. sanctions.
Prime Minister Mateusz
Morawiecki has specifi- CONtINUED as “Mutually Assured
cally blamed Russia and Disinformation...(Pandemic Edition)” ON PAGE 10
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An apple flag-store in the pedestrian street of East Nanjing Road, China
(June 5, 2014).

dollar valuation. In the
three years since, the tech
giant has not looked back.
Aided by the pandemic
and popular new technologies, Apple hit $2 trillion
in 2020 and jumped up
another trillion dollars—
more than the combined
values of Hulu, Disney,
Netflix, and HBO combined—before
reaching
its historic valuation just
after the New Year.
Apple’s
shares
have
climbed
a
phenomenal 5,800 percent since
co-founder Steve Jobs unveiled the first iPhone in
January 2007, outpacing
even the most optimistic
of estimates. To put its
current value in perspective, Apple is worth more
than all of the world’s
cryptocurrencies
combined and the GDP of
the world’s second most
populous country (India).
It boasts a market capitalization that dwarfs the
entire value of megabank
JPMorgan Chase… six

times over.
Apple’s incredible value is
made possible by a number
of regulatory loopholes
in addition to its flashy
signature products. Over
the last decade, Apple
has purchased over $488
billion of its own shares,
helping to inflate its stock
price using Reagan-era
policies. This is the largest stock buyback scheme
ever enacted. Apple has
also been known to skirt
taxes in the US by using
offshore tax havens and
moving facilities to countries with more favorable
regulations.
The continued growth of
big tech seems hard to
doubt, despite increasing
pressure for anti-trust action and harsher restrictions on privacy and big
data laws. But with the
critical mass needed to
stonewall any attempts
made by hostile governments and rivals, Apple’s
place seems all but assured.
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SPAIN’S FALTERING PENSION REFORMS
By Raymond Ge

T

he fourth largest economy
in Europe, Spain seems like
a prosperous country. But
despite a strong tourism industry and a profitable geographical
position, the highly internationalized stronghold suffers a slew
of chronic economic failures.
Threatened by rising unemployment, increasing debt, and the
bankruptcies of local businesses,
Spain has been ailing for decades
and is now spurred even further
into decline by the lasting effects of the 2008 financial crash
and the COVID-19 pandemic.
Teetering on the edge of serious
economic failure, the Spanish
government has launched a desperate bid to reform its hemorrhaging pension spending before
the country can fully collapse.
The pension problem represents
a combination of Spain’s demographic, political, and political
shortcomings. Draining tens of
billions of dollars from Spain’s
budget each year, the problem
only is set to get worse as Spain’s
aging population continues retiring and collecting its pensions
in higher numbers. This presents

a serious issue for the Spanish
economy: Spain has one of the
top highest average ages, while
also being among the top ten
countries with the lowest fertility rates. Currently, around 19
percent of the country ’s population is above the age of 64 years,
and it is predicted by 2050 that
percentage will reach 30 percent. Needing to accommodate
an extra six million retirees, and
already operating at a deficit,
Spain has little time to piece together its already faltering system more strain is added.
Normally, a country grappling
with long-term retirement solutions would have time to adjust
its failings, but, because of decades of Spanish fiscal policy,
the problem of funding of future
pensions is both immediate and
expensive. Spain’s pension system is similar to a pay as you
go arrangement, with current
employed workers paying for
the pension of the elderly, and
expecting to receive the same
treatment from the generation
after them. Unfortunately, this
system wasn’t prepared for the
two major shocks it received in
2008 and again in 2020, when
millions of jobs were placed in

jeopardy and some were prematurely forced into the welfare
system.
Spain provides one of the most
generous pensions in all of Europe, providing retirees an average of 83 percent of their final
salary compared to the Eurozone average of 58 percent. Now
facing 120 percent of its GDP in
debt, that ’s money Spain doesn’t
have. But nor do its citizens—
because of the high pension rate,
most Spaniards have neglected
to save separate stores of money
for their retirement. Hence the
deadlock in which any pension
reform is met with harsh backlash.
It is only recently, after decades
of urging by international bodies such as the OECD, the International Monetary Fund, and
the European commission, that
Spain has finally begun to make
changes. In the past months,
Spain has pushed a new reform,
raising the legal retirement age
from 65 to 67, while also offering to pay $14,000 yearly to
those who put off retirement,
and threatening to cut the payment of those who retire early.
However this isn’t necessarily
progress: pensions will now be

adjusted along with inflation,
rising year after year along, presumably, with Spanish debt.
Originally repealed in 2013, pensions were reinstated and hiked
again in 2018 due to complaints
of the loss of purchasing power.
Now fully instated, “pensioners will no longer have to worry
about the evolution of their pension,” says socialist Budget Minister Maria Jesus Montero. Even
so, to many, this change seems
to be only delaying the problem.
Adjusting pensions to match inflation means that pensions will
gradually get more expensive as
time passes, potentially creating
even more debt. “Outrageous.
The system is not sustainable,”
argues Rafael Pampillon, head
of the economics department at
Madrid’s IE Business School.
Although only a small reform
for a national issue, Spain’s pension problems demonstrate to
the wider world the fragility of
our economic systems, and how
difficult it is to change those respective systems. Yet regardless,
Spain’s new legislation, good
or bad, represents a positive
step after decades of stagnancy,
showing the world that change
is indeed possible.

NASA’s Atypical Christmas:
The Launch of the James Webb Telescope
By Yasmine Tazi

T

his most recent Christmas, the object streaking
across the sky at astronomical speeds likely wasn’t Santa’s
sleigh. Launched atop an Ariane
5 rocket on December 25, 2021,
NASA’s new James Webb Space
Telescope is already promising
valuable returns. One hundred
times more powerful than its

predecessor, the iconic Hubble
Space Telescope, Webb will be
tasked with searching for galaxies and forming stars. In particular, the James Webb telescope
will focus on the first 100 million
years after the Big Bang, or the
Cosmic dark age, to learn more
about the period around the formation of the first atoms. “ The
James Webb telescope is the
most complex telescope NASA

NASA launched its James Webb Space Telescope on December 25, 2021.

has ever launched into space,”
said scientist John Mather. The
telescope essentially functions as
a real-life time machine, as it allows us to see into the universe’s
past. Webb is also equipped to
analyze the atmospheric compositions of exoplanets and could
be used to search for a theoretical planet with similar conditions to Earth or even search for
alien life forms.

shutterstock.com

The deployment of Webb was
an extremely delicate operation.
“Our blood pressure will be high
and our hearts beating fast until it ’s fully commissioned,” said
Daniel Neuenschwander, the
Director of Space Exploration
at the European Space Agency.
The maneuvers were so complex
that NASA renamed the launch
sequence “29 days on the edge.”
The major advantage of Webb
over Hubble is its size: a mirror of more than 21 feet across
allows it to see celestial objects
which had previously been undetectable. The impressive size
of the mirror also allows greater precision. Currently, the telescope is making a month-long
journey to its designated orbit
around the sun.
Webb is an international partnership between NASA, ESA
(European Space Agency), and
CSA (Canadian Space Agency), which are among the most
advanced space agencies in the
world. After 30 years of development and many delays, the James
Webb telescope looks through
space to bring our origins to
light.
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CONTROVERSIAL FORMER SOUTH
KOREAN PRESIDENT PARK GEUN-HYE
EXONERATED FROM 22-YEAR SENTENCE
By Daniel Seong

A

fter nearly five years in
prison, former South Korean president Park Geunhye, who is serving a 22-year
sentence, was pardoned by current President Moon Jae-in’s administration. Park, who became
the first democratically elected
leader to be impeached through
parliamentary procedure, will be
released on December 31 to promote “reconciliation and consolidate national power to help
overcome the national crisis
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic,” the Justice Ministry said
in a statement.
Whether Park deserved a pardon
or not has become a controversial political issue ahead of the
upcoming presidential election
in March. Moon, who is prevented by law for re-election, had
previously ruled out pardoning,
which makes this announcement
come as a surprise. According to
the Blue House, South Korea’s
government, Park’s worsening
health has come into heavy consideration for the special pardon.
After going through shoulder
surgery in 2019, she has been
spotted going to a hospital in a

wheelchair by several media outlets. Since November 22, she has
been hospitalized at the Samsung Medical Center, although
the reason for her stay has not
been disclosed. Park’s lawyer
Yoo Young-ha had said that Park
offered an apology for causing public concern and thanked
Moon for his “tough decision.”
Park, a daughter of former military dictator Park Chung-hee,
was in her fourth year of presidency in 2016 when thousands of
protestors began lengthy protests
and rallies calling for Park to be
ousted from power for corruption and ineptitude. After being
stripped from her position, Park
was arrested and put on trial for
pressuring major conglomerates
for money, ultimately collecting
a total of $19.3 million in bribes,
including $7 million from Samsung. In 2018, Park was also put
on trial over allegations that she
received illegal funds from the
National Intelligence Agency
(NIS).
Several other people were embroiled in the scandal. Park’s
longtime friend and confidant
Choi Soon-sil was sentenced to
20 years in prison for charges including abuse of power and co-

ercion, and was also fined $16.6
million.
Lee Jae-yong, the son of late
Samsung chairman Lee Kunhee, was arrested on corruption
and bribery charges after the
courts ruled that Samsung offered bribes to Park to gain government support for Lee to inherit management of Samsung
from his father. Lee, who was
sentenced to five years in prison,
had his prison sentence halved
after a retrial. He was finally
released on parole on Korea’s
National Liberation Day, which
commemorates the end of Japanese rule over the Korean peninsula after World War II.
Along with Park, Lee Seokki, a progressive politician, was
released on parole. In 2013, he
was arrested on charges of conspiracy to start an armed revolt
against the government. Of the
nine years on his sentence, he
has served all but nine months.
Liberal South Koreans have demanded his release, stating that
he was a victim of Park’s political agenda to suppress her political enemies. Lee was the first
Korean lawmaker to be arrested
on treason counts since Korea’s
dictators decades ago used trea-

son charges to quell dissent.
Park’s release comes as her old
party, the People Power Party,
and Moon’s democratic party are
in a tight race for the presidency.
Despite her conviction, Park has
retained a large following, which
is mostly made up of old, diehard conservatives. They have
held many rallies since Park’s
initial imprisonment where they
denounced Moon’s liberal agenda and called for Park’s release
until COVID-19 prevented large
gatherings.
Park’s scandal has had an unprecedented effect on Korean
society as it exposed the shadowy
ties between members of the top
ranks of politics and the heads
of major corporations. Incidentally, Park’s actions gave way for
the liberal Moon Jae-in to come
into power, as he strongly campaigned for rooting out corruption in high-class Korean society.
It is not clear if Park will resume
any political endeavors, but according to a memoir released on
Thursday, she expressed hopes to
“meet the people again one day.”

President Joe Biden Signs
$700 Billion Defense Bill
By Michelle Fang

T

he United States Senate
passed the National Defense Authorization Act
(NDAA) on December 15, 2021
with a vote of 88-11 with bipartisan support. The NDAA authorizes the use of $768 billion
for funding defense and national security. $740 billion out of
the $768 billion budget is designated for the Pentagon. The
bill authorizes five percent more
military spending than 2021 and
increases the funding of nearly
every military division. Among
these are a 2.7 percent pay raise
for troops, $4 billion in funding
for the European Defense Initiative, $300 million to support
Ukraine’s military, and strategies for dealing with geopolitical threats, and reforms how the
military prosecutes sex crimes.
For the first time, sexual harassment in the military will be
criminalized as an offense under
the Uniform Code of Military
Justice.
The NDAA is a must-pass piece
of legislation authorized annually that outlines defense spending
for the coming year. In addition
to funding, Congress can super-

vise the Pentagon by setting policies and requiring yearly economic reports. 2022 marks the
sixty-first consecutive year the
NDAA has passed.
A major point of contention surrounding the 2022 NDAA is its
funding sources. Under the new
NDAA, the U.S. will further increase what is already by far the
highest military spending in the
world—a budget that accounts
for nearly 40 percent of all military spending in the world. Additionally, funding for the NDAA
will not be offset by a rise in taxes or spending cuts. Conscious of
such fiscal concerns, President
Joe Biden had initially requested
around $745 billion in spending.
However, Republicans on Capitol Hill pushed to increase the
figure, arguing that more spending was needed to combat foreign
threats, especially those posed by
Russia and China. Many Democratic Party moderates shared
the same outlook, prioritizing
fiscal responsibility over efforts
to expand social spending.
During Senator Mitch McConnell’s floor speech in support
for the 2022 NDAA, he said
that he was “proud to vote for”
the bill. McConnell argued that

the NDAA would increase pay
for troops, provide additional
funding for high-quality child
care facilities, and prove especially important given mounting
international competition as the
United States moves into 2022.
Senator Elizabeth Warren, however, criticized the spending priorities of the U.S.. Warren said,
“It is long past time for us to
rationalize the Pentagon’s budget and align it with the threats
we face. This defense bill, like
so many before it, fails miserably to do that.” Warren said that
while there would be real threats
to the United States that would,
in select situations, require military solutions, “the defense bill
went far beyond this threshold.”
Warren asserted that immediate
threats to U.S. citizens such as
COVID-19 and the climate crisis should receive similar funding as the military. Warren also
pointed out that the NDAA
money would largely go towards
the defense industry; contractors
are poised to receive approximately $400 billion in funding.
Much of this intense private
sector funding comes as a result
of dogged and pervasive lobbying—the defense industry spent

almost $100 million on lobbying
in 2021 to secure its $400 billion
budget under the 2022 NDAA.
Few sectors beyond the defense
industry can afford to field this
bill.
However, big cuts to NDAA
funding are possible. In October
2021, the Congressional Budget
office proposed a plan that could
gradually trim the budget and
save up to $1 trillion in the next
decade. The military proposed
ideas to save money as well. Old
weapons systems and unnecessary bases could be closed, and
old ships and planes could be
put out of commission. However, Congress considered neither
suggestion in the bill.
As U.S. military spending becomes costlier and costlier with
each passing year, many begin to
question the necessity of such a
large budget. These sentiments
have only been amplified by domestic turmoil, from healthcare
failings and poor infrastructure
to racial inequity. As domestic
infrastructure continues to lie
unattended, the United States’
military budget continues to
soar. The 2022 NDAA offers an
explicit legislative confirmation
of that trajectory.
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A Virtual Future: What the NFT
Real-Estate Boom Tell Us
By Arielsie Li

C

ompanies spending millions
of dollars to buy “land” in
a cartoon-ish world might
sound like something from a scifi movie. Yet, this once outlandish scenario is now becoming
reality. With cryptocurrencies
on the rise, many investors are
starting to set their eyes on what
might be the next-big-thing:
non-fungible tokens as real-estate.
The idea of digital assets is
nothing new. For years, gamers
have traded pixelated properties
in video games. Now, this activity has been turbocharged by
the rapid growth of non-fungible tokens, or NF Ts, which are
cryptographic assets on a blockchain with unique metadata, giving each NF T a unique digital
identity. These tokens are akin
to fine art or jewelry, but in a
digital form. So far, the most
commonly traded NF Ts are
digital artworks like the Bored
Ape Yacht Club Collection. Recently, however, as the interest
in digital life increased as a result of the pandemic, hype over
metaverses—virtual, game-like
worlds operating on blockchains
where users control avatars to
walk around, interact with the
environment, and trade—turned
virtual land into a type of NF T.
In this universe, people can buy
and sell both graphic and fictitious land, as well as digitized
versions of physical sites like the
Eiffel Tower or the Taj Mahal.
The NF T real-estate market
has been booming ever since. In
June 2021, Republic Realm, a
company that manages and develops digital real estate, paid
$4.3 million for land in a platform called The Sandbox, the
biggest
virtual-property
investment to date. In November
2021, Tokens.com, a blockchain
technology company, spent $2.4
million on a plot in the online
world Decentraland’s Fashion Street district, planning to

host digital fashion events and
sell digital clothing for avatars.
Similarly, SuperWorld, a virtual planet where people can buy
digital versions of any location
on Earth, claims that their average user now spends some
$3,000 on digital property. On
the platform, the Taj Mahal and
the Eiffel Tower are selling for
the cryptocurrency equivalent of
around $200,000 and $400,000,
respectively, while their current
owners paid under $400 each.
Investors in this market are earning incredible amounts of profit.
Additionally, once people buy
their NF T real-estate, they earn
a share of any of the commerce
that happens on that piece of
property, creating the prospect
of income over time and providing more incentives for potential
investors.
Many think that buying NF T
real-estate right now, while they
are still in front of the bellcurve, will prove to be lucrative
in the future. “ This is like buying land in Manhattan 250 years
ago as the city is being built,”
said Andrew Kiguel, the chief
executive of Tokens.com. Like
Kiguel, investors and the general public alike all believe that
the boom will continue and that
the market will rapidly expand
in the next few years as more
and more people start to invest
in their own NF T real-estate.
The NF T market as a whole is
poised to see massive growth:
it is already worth more than
$7 billion, and the creation and
immediate success of virtual real-estate will further expand its
value. Depending on who you
ask, current predictions project
that the metaverse may eventually be worth between $1 trillion
and $30 trillion.
Furthermore, some technologists
say that the metaverse will grow
into a fully functioning economy
and offer a synchronous digital
experience that will be as integrated into our lives as email
and social networking are today.

Michael Gord, a co-founder of
the Metaverse Group that created Decentraland, said, “As more
people participate, it ’s where
you’re going with friends, where
you’re having experiences like
conferences and concerts… It ’s
inevitable that the metaverse
will be the No. 1 social network
in the world.” It may seem bold
to claim that the future will be
a new realm where the divide
between the digital and the
physical is rubbed away, but the
foundation is already being laid.
After all, celebrities like Justin
Bieber and Ariana Grande, as
well as luxury brands like Gucci
and Burbery, are already hosting
concerts and setting up virtual
stores on NF T “land.”
Although the outlook for NF T
real-estate and the metaverse as
a whole is generally positive,
these fields are not entirely stable. For one, virtual-property
sales involve the exchange of the
cryptocurrency unique to a given metaverse: Decentraland has
mana, and Sandbox uses digital
tokens known as sand. The price
of these currencies is subject to
extreme volatility, even relative
to established cryptocurrencies
such as bitcoin or ethereum,
which are difficult to predict

asset classes. These currencies
could crash to zero if a particular metaverse goes defunct. Additionally, unlike physical land,
the value of NF T real-estate is
in part a function of its scarcity.
However, hundreds of metaverses already exist and more will
emerge as technology improves.
This creates a paradox: while
towering virtual-property prices predicate more metaverses,
a booming metaverse number
means less scarcity and lower
prices.
With NF T real-estate still
being relatively new and underground, there exists both
great potential and great risk in
the market for NF T real-estate
investment. More importantly, though, as cryptocurrencies,
metaverses, and NF Ts gradually seep into people’s collective
knowledge and the economic
system as a whole, it is crucial
for people to consider the future of the world’s societal and
economic structures. If NF T real-estates mark a foundational
milestone in the formation of an
omniverse, then it can be imagined that endless possibilities,
opportunities, and innovations
are to come.
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Launched in February 2020, Decentraland allows people to explore virtual
spaces, interact with each other via avatars, and trade digital land and goods.

Huawei Revenue Plummets
By Arjun Shah

W

hile many welcomed the
New Year with celebrations, Huawei ended
2021 with a sobering statistic:
the Chinese-based technology
company ’s revenue was down
30 percent this year because of
sanctions imposed in 2021 by
the Trump administration. The
drop comes as the Biden administration remains wary of Huawei’s international presence,

concerned that the Chinese
government may be affiliated
with Huawei in some way. For
much of 2021, the United States
warned its allies of the Huawei
controversy and tried to convince other countries to cut off
their connections with the company. In response, Huawei refuted US claims that its systems are
insecure and accused the U.S. of
attacking them for political expediency. That response did little, however, to curb the trajec-

tory of its middling revenue for
the 2021 fiscal year.
Huawei is one of the largest
Chinese-based global telecommunication companies. However, unlike most of its domestic
counterparts, Huawei has a large
international presence in Europe, Asia, and Africa. This cosmopolitan presence has thrust
it into the international limelight—and also placed it under
fire. Increasing its international
vulnerability is that Huawei is

privately owned, meaning that it
is not traded publicly; U.S. traders have no share in the company.
As such, any U.S. sanctions levied against the company would
only hurt interests outside of the
U.S.—hence the U.S. government ’s decision to do just that.
Although Huawei is a telecommunications company, it ’s known
for its various consumer products
and sleek designs. This compoCONtINUED ON PAGE 5

Tuesday, january 18, 2021

ECONOMY | 5

the U.S. also implemented export controls in 2021, which
nent of the company has suf- made it difficult for Huawei to
fered most in the last year, down receive technology and hardby a striking 47 percent. Indeed, ware to manufacture its prodthe Trump administration sanc- ucts. Many technology compations had rescinded Huawei’s nies now need “export licenses”
permission to use the Google to import U.S. products, and the
Android operating system, leav- U.S. would certainly turn a blind
ing a company whose consumer eye to any Huawei requests. As a
electronics relied heavily on An- result of these changes, Huawei
droid software to scramble for a has shifted to their own operatreplacement. Amidst the shifts, ing system, known as Harmony
the company even had to sell a OS. As its consumer electronics
portion of its smartphone busi- business scrambles to recover,
ness to compensate for the loss- Huawei has focused its efforts
on generating revenue through
es.
Beyond Android restrictions, cloud services and producing
CONtINUED from page 4

electric car parts. Despite such
adjustments, Huawei Corporation nonetheless saw a $48.21
billion drop in its 2021 revenue
compared to 2020.
The global pandemic has also
contributed to the Huawei revenue downfall by decreasing
consumerism in China, cutting Huawei’s sales short; BBC
also notes that chip shortages
have created challenges for the
company. These obstacles will
continue in 2022, but the company has begun exploring solutions. As stated by the Financial
Times, Guo Ping, the rotating
Chairman of Huawei, says “2022

will come with its fair share of
challenges, but we will keep
working closely with our global
partners to overcome the difficulties we face, improve business
performance and strengthen our
foundations.” Huawei will continue to focus on its international business. The company plans
to utilize its global support network in order to regain what has
been lost and overcome its challenges.
As such, 2022 will see a battered
Huawei seek to get back on its
feet. Only time will tell whether
the tech giant is successful.

TURKISH ECONOMY CRASHES AMID SOARING INFLATION
By Dominique Williams

H

ours in line at subsidized
bread kiosks, food and
medicine shortages, and
struggles to make rent—these
are only a few of the hardships
facing the Turkish populace as
inflation rose by an average of
36 percent in last month alone.
Many suspect the actual number
to be much higher.
As the Turkish people continue
to lose confidence in the currency, the rapidly diminishing purchasing power of the Turkish lira
leaves many people struggling
to make ends meet. A surge in
demand at Turkish subsidized
bread kiosks attests to ever increasing numbers of Turks sinking below the national poverty line. Such economic effects
hardly hit proportionally across
the socioeconomic spectrum:
Ozgen Nama, the vice head of
Istanbul’s Halk Ekmek—the
federal programme responsible
for subsidized bread—shared
that although demand has increased everywhere, the greatest

surges are being experienced in
working class communities.
The largest impacts of inflation
are being seen in areas such as
food, medicine, and transportation, where consumers are experiencing acute shortages caused
by high import costs in addition to COVID-19-related supply chain shortages. Even local
farmer produce has seen a price
hike of 50 percent in the past
few weeks alone, and electricity prices have risen as much as
125 percent. Almost all product
markets have seen substantial
increases, with some industries
undeniably more than others.
The nation’s economic stakeholders have been some of the
most vocal victims of the crisis.
Pharmaceutical supplies are depleting due to reliance on imports. The Turkish Pharmacists
Association sounded the alarm
that 645 different drug supplies were running dangerously low since price caps have not
been adjusted to reflect the lira
plunge. Farmers have also had to
bear the brunt of inflation with

the cost of fertilizer soaring too
rapidly to purchase. Official statistics report that fertilizer prices have increased by 72 percent
since last year. In retail, Turkey ’s
United Brands Association, representing 384 brands and 70,000
domestic stores, found that more
than half of retailers reported
over a 50 percent decline in sales
compared to last year, marked by
lockdowns.
The current volatility of Turkey ’s economy is the result of
the chain of events catalyzed by
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan’s slashes to central
bank interest rates. By lowering Turkey’s interest rate, Erdoğan bets against the tendency
of lower borrowing costs to increase price pressures. “They are
assuming lowering interest rates
would lead to high exchange
rates,” Harun Ozturkler, professor of econometrics at Kırıkkale University, told Al Jazeera.
“ Turkish goods and services will
become cheaper in terms of our
trade partners’ currency.” While
the value of the lira collapses,

Erdoğan is prioritizing exports.
However, the volatile state of
markets only discourages foreign
investment. Erdoğan’s policies
shoot himself in the proverbial
foot—and bring his countrymen
down with him.
Even with the massive backlash and rapidly slipping poll
numbers, Erdoğan is holding
fast to his policy. So far, he has
raised the minimum wage by
50 percent, reigned in the price
gouging of essential items, and
proposed a deposit scheme to
support the lira. Still, these measures fall short in protecting the
Turkish people, who suspect the
government of manipulating the
statistics being presented to the
public. Experts worry that if the
public perceive inflation to be
higher than it is, that may further drive up the steady increase
projected by economists. Current
government solutions do very
little to alleviate the suffering of
the Turkish people or the rapidly
deteriorating standard of living,
and the situation is predicted to
only get worse from here.
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Somalia’s President Suspends Prime
Minister Over Alleged Corruption
By Rhine Peng

O

n December 27, 2021, Somali president Mohamed
Abdullahi Mohamed, commonly
known as Farmaajo or Farmajo, suspended the Prime Minister and Commander of Marine Forces Mohamed Hussein
Roble on charges of corruption
and misuse of public land. Roble’s purported offenses include
stealing land controlled by the
Somali National Army (SNA)
and interfering with an investigation involving the Ministry
of Defense. Roble’s duties and
powers as Prime Minister, Mohamed maintained, will remain
suspended until the corruption
investigations reach a conclusion.
The suspension touched off a series of political maneuvers that
have embroiled the Somali government in conflict. In the wake
of Mohamed’s announcement,
Roble refused to step down and
extended a series of accusations
in response. Roble claimed that
the president had sent troops to
attack his offices in an attempt
to prevent him from fulfilling
his duties. In a statement, Roble denounced the president ’s
actions as “a blatant attempt to
overthrow the government ” of
Somalia. Seeking to turn Somali security forces against their
president, Roble also ordered for

security forces to take direct orders from and report directly to
his office rather than the president ’s.
The most searing of Roble’s
claims, however, centered not
around security forces but attempts at election interference.
Roble accused Mohamed of delaying, disrupting, and “derailing” the 2021 presidential elections.
Indeed, delays to Somalia’s
scheduled 2021 elections have
caused great concern among Somalis, observers, policy analysts,
and foreign governments alike.
Somalia, a country devastated
by decades of civil war and teetering on the precipice of losing
its “modest democratic gains,”
is facing numerous obstacles in
the organizing of its first direct
elections in over three decades.
For much of 2021, Somali headlines were dominated by delays, irregularities, and various
allegations of corruption. The
parliamentary electoral process
began on November 1 and was
scheduled to finish by December
24. However, thus far in its legislative elections, 53 of 54 seats
in the upper house of Parliament
are filled while less than ten
percent (26 of 275 seats) of the
lower house are filled. Roble has
called the delayed elections and
Mohamed’s political impasse “an
open coup attempt ” designed to
increase the sitting president ’s

stranglehold of political power.
Beyond election delays, the presence of traditional Somali clans
and elders further complicates
Somalia’s politics. Analysts have
pointed out that the president
and the prime minister belong
to different clans, so the escalating conflict can lead to violence
not just among their supporters
but also among clan members
inside the armed forces. In January 2022, residents of the Somali capital city of Mogadishu
claimed that armed opposition
forces and the Somali military
gathered in the streets of the
capital, poised for confrontation.
The heavy presence of troops
caused worry and unease among
residents, with many fearing the
two leaders’ feud erupting into
violence.
Political struggles are hardly the
sole crisis facing the Somali populace. As election disputes rage
on, the United Nations has estimated that more than 90 percent
of the country will be affected
by drought and “acute food insecurity ” threatens the lives of an
estimated four million people.
Moreover, the terrorist group
Al-Shabab, economic impacts of
COVID-19, and internal conflicts between rival forces across
Somalia continue to threaten the
country’s security and stability.
As for the president, the international community mostly sees
him as a roadblock to Somalia’s

path to democracy—a figure
with a despotic determination to
remain in power. In April 2021,
Mohamed signed a law extending his term in office by another
two years, triggering a political
impasse that ended in violence.
His opponents, including even
his Western allies, condemned
his actions, and many Somalis
feared it showed the president
has decided to turn away from
democracy. Eventually, Mohamed asked Parliament to nullify his extended term and appointed Roble to organize the
much-delayed elections. Roble
promised to take action yet also
condemned what he saw as the
president ’s attempts to “illegally
remain in office,” citing the presidential mandate of Mohamed’s
that ended in February 2021.
But now, facing ever-escalating
tensions, some Somali leaders,
policy analysts, international
governance bodies, and many
countries across the globe—including the U.S. and U.K.—have
called for dialogue, restraint,
de-escalation, and adherence
to Somali law. Sympathetic towards Roble, some countries
and groups also expressed their
support for the prime minister’s
efforts to improve election credibility and transparency. For this
country still grappling with its
democracy’s uncertain future,
Somalia seems to be at another
impasse — at least for now.

France Takes Legal Actions Against
the United Kingdom over Post-Brexit
Fishing Agreement
By Kevin Niu

F

rance has begun to take legal action against the United Kingdom over disputed fishing licenses.
France announced its legal action against the United Kingdom
after a meeting between French
President Emmanuel Macron
and representatives of French
fishermen. Directly after the
meeting, it was announced that
Paris would request a meeting of
the EU-UK partnership council,
which is a political organization
meant to handle post-Brexit issues.
“ We will also ask, in the coming
days, the European Commission
to initiate judicial proceedings
for the licenses we are entitled to
get,” European Affairs Minister
of France Clement Beaune an-

nounced. Prior to Brexit, French
fishermen had free access to fish
in British waters. Now, they are
required to possess a special
license from the British government or the self-governing
British Crown dependencies of
Jersey and Guernsey to access
certain areas.
Even though France has been
granted 93 percent of the licenses requested, Beaune says France
still demands the remaining seven percent. France accuses the
UK of violating the previous
Brexit trade deal, while the UK
claims many French vessels lack
the requisite paperwork to be
granted licenses.
“If the British don’t respect the
agreement, they won’t be able to
access freely [sic] to our market
in the future,” Beaune said. The
60 remaining fishing licenses
will allow French boats to fish
in UK waters.

“ The problem with the British
government is that it does not
do what it says,” said French
president Emmanuel Macron,
accusing London of failing to
keep its word on Brexit and the
fishing licenses.
Olivier Le Nezet, the head of
the fishermen’s committee in the
French region of Brittany, said,
“[Macron] made it very clear:
the fight continues, it will end
only when we get the licenses.”
The dispute has increased the
likelihood of a full on trade war,
with fishermen in France stepping up protests by blocking
British boats from French ports
all along the coast. While the
UK has threatened to block ferries and transit across the channel, France has vowed to continue negotiating over fishing
disputes until all of the requested licenses are granted.
The
licensing
requirements

force fishermen to prove that
they have had previous fishing
trips in British waters. French
fishermen claim that these mandates are “too onerous” to get.
France hopes to receive information from the UK explaining
the required amount of evidence
to prove previous fishing experience.
“ We have licensed vessels where
sufficient evidence has been
provided to demonstrate they
qualify under the Brexit deal.
Where that evidence has not
been provided, licenses have not
been issued,” said a source in the
British government.
This most recent spat over fishing rights represents a microcosm of the larger split between
the EU and the UK, which remains unlikely to mend in coming years.
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China’s Stringent COVID-19
Measures and Lockdown in
Xi’an Sparks Dissatisfaction
ing system. On Chinese social media platform Weibo,
residents have complained
n December 22, 2021,
of difficulties with ordering
Chinese officials locked
food online, showing picdown Xi’an, a city in
tures of trading cigarettes for
Northwestern China with
food. The hashtag “Grocery
a population of 13 million.
shopping in Xi’an is hard”
Xi’an has become one of the
reached 300 million views
largest cities in the counbefore censors deleted posts.
try to be sealed off and has
Though authorities later acbeen the longest in lockdown
knowledged the blunder and
since the original outbreak of
responded with posts showCOVID-19 and lockdown in
ing volunteers delivering
Wuhan. The stringent restricgroceries, many have comtion in Xi’an reflects China’s
plained that the country has
resolve to adhere to its “zero
prioritized combatting the
COVID-19” strategy while
virus over the well-being of
more
countries—many
of
its citizens. Nationwide anwhich with higher numbers of
ger spread after the account
cases than China—are abanof a woman who lost her
doning strict lockdowns in
unborn baby eight months
consideration of the immense
into pregnancy after being
social and economic costs that
denied medical attention for
accompany these measures.
hours, allegedly because her
Prior to the lockdown in
most recent COVID-19 test
Xi’an, President Xi Jinping deresult had been a few hours
clared in a major party meettoo old. In general, only a
ing that China had “overcome
limited number of hospitals
the impact of COVID-19.”
in the city have been reChinese officials have underceiving non-COVID-19 pascored the success and necessitients. Now, other accounts
ty of the country’s authoritarof family members dying
ian-styled “zero COVID-19”
of non-COVID-19 mediapproach; top epidemiologist
cal causes due to the lack of
Zhong Nanshan further called
medical support circulate on
these measures relatively lowWeibo. Since public outcry
cost both economically and
about the stillbirth, head of
in terms of the psychological
the city ’s health commiseffect on the public in comsion, Liu Shunzi has issued
parison to policies of “treatan apology regarding the inment after infection” and the
cident as well as more genback-and-forth openings and
eral problems experienced
closings of borders in other
in lockdown; Sun Chuncountries, who have moved
lan, a vice premier overseeto loosen restrictions as vacing central government ’s
cination rates rose. China has
COVID-19 procedures, orordered businesses to halt
dered local officials to preimportations of frozen foods
vent further similar deadly
last November, explaining
delays in medical treatment.
that imports could transport
“ The death of any individdiseases to China. The cenual is a death of all,” wrote
tral government has also conZhang Wenming, a former
tinuously ordered occasional
investigative journalist livlockdowns in various regions,
ing in Xi’an, in an account of
eager to ensure the Winter
her experience in lockdown.
Olympics, scheduled to take
While China has weighed
place in Beijing in February,
heavily upon its success to
runs smoothly.
contain COVID-19 since
As the country draws closer to
the initial outbreak as evidence of the
necessity
of
its
authoritarian-styled
strategy,
the
pain
experienced by Xi’an
residents and
broader confusion
about
China’s public
health policies
have increasingly sparked
dissatisfaction
and
casted
doubts on the
supportabilishutterstock.com ty of China’s
stringent “zero
Authorities order “full-scale” deep cleaning amidst city-wide lockdown in Xi’an.
COVID-19”
measures.
By Mia Xiao

O

the Olympics and the Lunar
New Year, however, Chinese
vaccines appear less effective
than those by Western pharmaceutical brands, especially when dealing with newer
variants. When Xi’an reported
1,117 infections—a comparatively low percentage for the
city of 13 million when compared with daily case counts in
the United States—between
December 17 and December
29, thus, officials continued
the “zero COVID-19” policy and ordered a lockdown,
shutting down schools and
businesses as well as banning
residents from leaving their
homes. Medical experts have
attributed the cases to the Delta variant: there has been only
a handful of Omicron cases in
China in comparison to the
current Omicron outbreak in
other parts of the world.
So far, the cases in Xi’an are
mild according to officials, and
no one has died of the virus.
Two weeks into the lockdown,
authorities—without lifting
the
lockdown—announced
that Xi’an had won its battle
against the virus and attained
“zero COVID-19 on a societal
level.”
In addition to the lockdown,
officials have ordered daily
tests in several districts with
nearly 12,000 sampling stations and 160,000 workers.
Other workers can be seen
conducting a “full-scale” deep
cleaning of the city, instructing residents to close their
windows and spraying the
streets of the city with disinfectants.
Life in lockdown for Xi’an
residents, yet, is much grimmer than the authorities
claimed. Thousands of people
have been transferred to isolation facilities to quarantine.
Several municipal top officials
have been fired, while the
head of Xi’an’s big data bureau
suspended amidst the crashing of the digital case track-

JUST THE FACTS

Apple Delay
Operations in
Foxconn India
Plant after Labor
Flare-ups
By Chloe Bao

I

n response to worker protests over
food safety and squalid living conditions, in December 2021 Apple
placed the Foxconn plant — located in the state of Tamil Nadu — on
probation. More than 250 female
employees were treated for food poisoning on December 15 and over 150
were hospitalized. Two days later,
more than 2,000 workers turned out
in protest against the incident. Apple
responded to the demonstrations by
dispatching independent auditors to
the iPhone factory and subsequently
halting operations.
“ We found that some of the remote
dormitory accommodations and dining rooms being used for employees
do not meet our requirements, and we
are working with the supplier to ensure a comprehensive set of corrective
actions are rapidly implemented,” an
Apple spokesperson said.
Foxconn, a Taiwan-based electronics
manufacturer, is one of Apple’s largest suppliers globally. Its Indian plant
plays a central role in Apple’s efforts
to shift production away from China. The December 2021 incident was
hardly the first of Foxconn’s run-ins
with worker protests—in 2010, Shenzhen’s “Foxconn City ” saw a series of
worker suicides in response to dismally low wages.
Under scrutiny from both Apple and
the Tamil Nadu state government,
Foxconn has pledged to improve its
facilities and revamp its local management team. On January 12, the
plant reopened after three weeks of
closures—but concerns about the
manufacturer’s treatment of workers
remain.
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Senator Joe Manchin:

The Democratic Party’s Greatest Obstacle
only extend the child tax credit for a year, to reduce spending,
and even to cut climate focus,
but Manchin refuses to bite and
give up his power, operating as
one of Washington’s most corporate-donor-driven politicians in
many years.
Manchin suffers a clear conflict
of interest in his rejection of
renewable energy as one of the
biggest recipients of fossil fuel
donations and heir to a coal fortune. His stagnance in the senate is encouraged by corporate
donors, to whom he is a convenient way to make sure that the
US government takes minimal
action to combat their interests.
Manchin’s newfound power is

CONtINUED from page 1

M

also causing him to reconsider his 2018 decision to not run
again. In a 2021 interview, he
told a reporter for Politico that
“You never know. You don’t know.
There’s always a chance, absolutely.” Manchin’s rise to power
is extremely unsettling, and does
not bode well for the future of
the senate. If all it takes is a 5050 split for a single senator to
become the deciding factor for
everything that passes through
the senate, then it seems likely
that the future will be filled with
more deadlock.
Considering the incentives of
power and donations that are
in play for him, it seems as if
Manchin will continue to hold

the senate in deadlock until intervention of some sort is taken. While the senate filibuster
rules being reformed would help
Democrats avoid being blocked
by Senate Republicans, it will
not stop opposition from Manchin, who may keep the reform
from being passed in the first
place. Thus, it seems that the
first chance that the party might
have to be rid of dependence
on the West Virginian senator
is a win at midterms. While it
is a bit too early to see how the
post-midterm balance of power
in the senate will turn out, it is
likely that it will stay under the
iron rule of Joe Manchin until
then.

anchin’s other objections
have been varied and
mostly unconvincing. He
calls Build Back Better too expensive (although Democrats
scaled back the bill to the price
tag and requirements he specified) and says the child tax credit
would create an “entitlement society.” This would seem against
his own interest—in opposing
the extension of the credit, Manchin directly endangers as many
as 50,000 West Virginian children—and further undermines
the validity of his stance against
the bill as a whole.
On December 19, just before the
Senate recess, Manchin made
the shock move of appearing on
Fox News to excoriate the Build
Back Better bill. “I’ve done everything humanly possible,” said
Manchin (disregarding the fact
that everything he asked for had
been provided), “but I cannot
vote to continue with this piece
of legislation.” Washington was
stunned, not only because Manchin had issued this reversal,
but because they had seemed so
close to a victory of both social
importance and immense political gain and in private conversations Manchin had given the
impression of his support. On
January 4, Manchin again made
public statements that seemed to
seal the deal. “There is no negotiation going on at this time.”
It ’s hard to characterize Manchin’s position as anything other
than a power grab. Toeing the
line of the 50-50 split, Manchin has been able to effectively hold the Senate hostage,
making or breaking any bill put
forward by his party. This position gives Manchin an unpreceshutterstock.com
dented power to make demands.
Democrats have negotiated for For the Build Back Better bill to pass, all 50 Democratic Senators and Vice President Kamala Harris must vote in favor.
months on Build Back Better to

JUST THE FACTS: NEWS ORGANIZATIONS
IN HONG KONG ARE SHUTTING DOWN
By Alez Zhu

I

n December 2021, Stand
News, a Hong-Kong based
nonprofit news website, was
forced to shut down after Hong
Kong police arrested six former
and current executives of the
company. The closure followed
the shutdown of Apple Daily,
a pro-democracy newspaper, in
June 2021. Among the executives arrested from Stand News
was acting chief editor Patrick
Lam as well as singer Denise Ho

and lawyer Margaret Ng, both
of whom were board members.
Ronson Chan, the deputy assignment editor for Stand News
and chair of the Hong Kong
Journalists Association, livestreamed the raid briefly before
being told to stop by police.
Over 200 police officers raided
the offices on a warrant to seize
any journalistic materials, carting out boxes of computers and
cellphones.
Steve Li, the Senior Superintendent at the Hong Kong Police Force, justified the seizures

and arrests by stating that Stand
News had published “seditious
materials.” These shutdowns increased the pressure on reporters
in Hong Kong as China works
to revamp the organizations in
the region to fit with the laws of
mainland China. In a statement
from the Hong Kong Journalists Association, the association
called on the city ’s government
to protect the freedom of press
in compliance with the Basic
Law, Hong Kong’s mini-constitution. “ The Hong Kong Journalists Association (HKJA) is

deeply concerned that the police have repeatedly arrested
senior members of the media
and searched the offices of news
organizations containing large
quantities of journalistic materials within a year,” the association stated. In a recent survey,
84 percent of journalists said
that the environment for the
press had changed for the worse
in 2021. With Beijing’s crackdown on news organizations in
Hong Kong, the journalism climate of Hong Kong may steadily worsen.
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Doctors say goodbye to Delta and hello to Omicron as COVID-19 cases rise across the United States.

JUST THE FACTS

Defying the U.S. Government?
Tesla Opens New Dealership In
Controversial Chinese Province
By Max Boesch-Powers

I

n early January 2022, the
world’s largest car company
announced the opening of a
dealership in the Xinjiang province of China. The company immediately came under fire from
human rights and trade groups
in the U.S. due to the controversial detainment of Uyghur Muslims in the region. China claims
the camps, which hold an estimated 1.4 million Uyghur Muslims, provide vocational training
and education meant to combat
Islamic extremism. However,
reports of forced sterilization,
physical abuse, and people vanishing have led foreign governments to claim that China has
been using the camps to commit
genocide and erasure of the Uyghurs’ culture.
Tesla’s decision to open a com-

mercial location in that region
resists a bill signed by President Joe Biden in December
2021. The bill was a bipartisan
compromise in the House and
Senate that banned imports of
materials from Xinjiang unless
accompanied by that no coerced
labor was used.
Tesla is hardly the only car company invested in the Xinjiang
region. German car company
Volkswagen has had a factory
in Xinjiang since 2013 but denies that any forced labor has
been used in the manufacturing
of their cars. As the car market
in China continues to grow and
those in Europe and the U.S. remain stagnant, it remains to be
seen whether other automakers
will ignore diplomatic tensions
and expand into Xinjiang.

shutterstock.com

While many of Tesla’s public facing events in China have centered around public expos like this
June 2020 event, its January 2022 decision to open a dealership in Xinjiang—in direct defiance
of the U.S. government—marks a new chapter in Tesla’s Chinese presence.

Vaccination Mandates
Expose a Broken
Democracy
By Andrew Chinn

T

he Omicron variant of
COVID-19, more infectious but milder than
its predecessors, has now
contributed to 90 percent of
the cases within the United
States and around an average
of 2,250,000 cases worldwide.
Sent into a ceaseless pandemic limbo, medical systems still
feel the stress of an imminent medical collapse. President Joe Biden introduced
two regulations that impose
vaccination requirements for
workers on January 8th to the
Supreme Court. The reality
of the situation is polluted
by political division and petty squabble, which will most
likely prevent anything from
developing.
Unfortunately,
the subsequent pattern for
each and every mutation has
produced what appear to be
more transmissible and infectious variants. After two
years of waiting for the unrelenting pandemic, we are still
stuck in a continuous loop
of death, sickness and chaos. Early vaccine mandates
would have provided a buffer
to slow down future mutations and possibly prevent future outbreaks of COVID-19.
Unfortunately, due to politicalization and an aversion to
any form of bipartisanship,
a broken, and even more divided democracy, is hopeless
to pass, if anything, a federal
vaccine mandate, through the
justice system.
The nature of highly contagious strains does mean that
an endemic future is most
likely the future of the United States. The fact is, yearly
or even bimonthly booster
shots are not sustainable. A
faltering and overwhelmed
medical system will not be capable of dealing with the increasingly contagious strains
of COVID-19. This isn’t to
discredit the ability of the
vaccine to provide protection
and act as a safeguard against
transmission and infection
but to pose as warning for the

inevitable consequences of
political division and inaction.
There are several benefits to
having a vaccine mandate.
Reducing the current strain
that is imposed on medical
health care providers. As of
January 9, around 140,000
patients were administered to
a hospital within the United
States. That is an increase of
86 percent, as of the last two
weeks, driven by mostly unvaccinated, immunocompromised and older patients. Dr.
Mashid Abir, an emergency
physician at the University of
Michigan, told The New York
Times, “even the most dedicated individuals are going to
be tired and worn out, if not
burned out and dealing with
mental health issues as a consequence.”
Whilst a vaccination mandate may be one of the best
tools to stopping the rampant
spread of omicron and halting
the rise of hospitalizations,
these statistics bring to light
a much more jaring problem: poltilization and institutional skepticism. Because
of the way COVID-19 had
been historically represented
through the media and other
new outlets, the amount of
political traction that has now
seeped into a global health
emergency halted many of the
safeguards that had already
existed to stop the spread of
COVID-19. Masking and
vaccinations should have been
treated as a necessity, instead
of a political tool to push an
agenda. News outlets should
treat the global pandemic less
like a game show and help
people who may not be as informed or are still skeptical
about vaccinations and the
nature of COVID-19, get access to digestible, informative
sources. World leaders, regardless of political position
or orientation, should know
that getting people masked,
vaccinated and tested is a responsibility, not a campaign
tool.
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Mutually Assured Disinformation:
Should Mass Media on China Form the
Basis of Your Politics? (Pandemic Edition)
CONtINUED from page 1

T

he Belarusian foreign minister, however, denied these
accusations, saying that
Belarus was in no position to initiate a “hybrid war” against the
E.U.. President Alexander Lukashenko acknowledged, however, that Belarus would no longer
regulate the movement of migrants across Belarus, suggesting
a certain amount of complicity
in the events unfolding on the
E.U. border.
Poland’s populist, right-wing
government took immediate
steps to take control of its Eastern border. In early September,
the President Andrzej Duda
declared a state of emergency in regions along the Belarusian border. This declaration
allowed the Polish government
to put strict regulations on the
movement of all people within
the border zone, journalists, migrants, and even citizens. While
a rather extreme response, the
Polish government claimed that
it was a necessary move to preserve the security of both its

borders and that of the E.U. as
a whole. Poland later doubled
the amount of troops stationed
along the Belarusian border,
with assistance from other European nations such as Germany.
This rapid militarization of the
border has led to a number of
conflicts between troops on the
opposing sides, which prompted Lukashenko to claim that
Poland was actively seeking to
bring about a “border conflict.”
Poland has also taken steps to
erect a more physical border
in the form of a 248-mile-long
border fence.
“Migrants are hostage to this situation, it must end,” said Svetlana Tikhanovskaya, an exiled
Belarusian political leader and
opponent of Lukashenko. Indeed, the treatment of migrants
has been lackluster on both sides
of the border. Unprepared for the
cold climate and harsh terrain of
the heavily forested and marshy
Eastern Europe, migrants have
found themselves in a situation
of pure survival. Many migrants
accused Belarus of taking large

sums of their money in exchange
for passage to the border, only
putting a further strain on these
impoverished refugees. A number have already perished, and
many more are in need of urgent
medical attention.
However, these refugees remain
in a state of limbo, unable to
stay on either side of the border.
Due to the state of emergency,
many aid groups and international observers have been prevented from reaching the crisis
zone, a number of which have
accused Poland of circumventing international and E.U. law.
They furthermore accuse Poland
of forcefully pushing asylum
seekers back into Belarus and
denying many migrants access
to healthcare and other essential
services. Local groups have said
that Polish officials often refuse
entry to those seeking asylum in
Germany, rather than Poland.
Pushing migrants out without
“individual assessment of their
protection” is a crime. Further,
the Polish government has allowed for the random rejection
of asylum requests. Many others

criticize Alexander Lukashenko and his government for their
lack of initiative with regards to
ensuring border control, with
Tikhanovskaya calling it “irresponsible and inhuman.”
The issue of nationalism and reactionary populism, which have
plagued Poland for the past decade, are likely to be worsened
by the large amounts of migration. Additionally, tensions between the Russian sphere and
E.U. are only poised to worsen, as the conflict continues on
without any hope of a resolution
in the near future. However, the
migrants themselves, often overlooked, find themselves stuck in
limbo. With winter approaching
and many migrants unable to find
shelter, the humanitarian crisis
is only likely to worsen. All this
begs the question: does national
security and international competition justify the inhumane
treatment of innocent refugees?
Unfortunately, for Belarus and
Poland, as well as neighbouring
countries who have chosen to remain complicit in their silence,
the answer seems to be yes.
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Chinese subway commuters wear masks in the subway station on January 7, 2022 as Chinese and U.S. rhetoric continue to slam each other for inadequate
pandemic responses and sow distrust among civilians in both countries.

